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CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record. M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN:. Good norni ng, Chairnman, nmenbers
of the conmmittee.

We are prepared to start our testinony --
our prepared remarks on the environnmental conpatibility
portion of our presentation.

But before we do that, | wanted to take the
opportunity to address sonme of the questions that canme up
fromcommttee nenbers yesterday regardi ng engi neering,
gas pipelines, things of that nature. And so we had a
checklist of itens that -- questions fromthe commttee
that we weren't in a position to address yesterday. Team
did their honmework and we'd like to start off by
addressing those at this tine.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Pl ease proceed.

MR. ACKEN. And for these, they will be
directed to M. Gardner.

BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Gardner, you recall there were questions and
perhaps a request for information and docunentation
regardi ng approvals with Arizona State Land Departnent.
Do you recall those questions from M. Kryder?

A (M. Gardner) | do.

Q And did you have a chance to run that to ground
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with State Land?

A (M. Gardner) Yep. So just want to start by
saying that we've been working with ASLD for years.
They're a very key | andowner partner for us. So before
sharing the right-of-way that we obtained for West Canp,
we wanted to reach out to them and just confirmthat they
woul d be okay with us sharing that.

Unfortunately we have not heard back fromthem
W did send theman e-mail. We will nonitor throughout
the day. |If we can share that we will share that, but
wanted to make sure they would be confortable with us
doi ng so.
MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch
BY MR ACKEN

Q Second question from Menber Const ock was asked
about the gas pipeline that could be seen in the virtual
tour. Do you recall his questions?

A (M. Gardner) Yes, | do.

Q Did you have a chance to run that to ground?

A (M. Gardner) Yep. So | was able to speak with
some of our in-house engineers and subject matter experts
about pipeline crossings with HV transm ssion and
aboveground transm ssion, and our standard practice is
al ways to cross these in a perpendicul ar fashion.

My under standi ng and their understandi ng was
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that typically the problens arise when the |ines parallel
the gas pipelines or run within the sane right-of-way.
Is that correct in your experience?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | would say | have to
answer that question with a no.

AC mtigation is a -- certainly a problem
with parallel gas |lines and power |ines. But
per pendi cul ar crossings still provide an opportunity for
AC to get on to the steel pipe and the mtigation efforts
may be smaller or mni mal.

But there still has to be sone type of
offset to nove the AC fromthe steel pipe back into the
grid, you know, a grid or sone type of anode or sonething
t hat woul d renove that.

So |l can't say in total that it's less of a
problem A gas | eak anywhere underneath | arge power
lines is a problem So if that is okay to say that.

MR. GARDNER: 100 percent. And so we
tal ked through that, and basically our standard practice
is to coordinate early and often with the owner and
operator of the pipeline. |If there are issues that arise
that they see with our potential spanning of the
pi peline, then what we would typically do is conduct
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site-specific engi neering studies.

And so obviously I"mnot an el ectri cal
engi neer, but ny understanding is that for each project
it can be a little bit different due to the various soi
resistivities in the region.

And so what we would do is coordinate with
the operator of pipeline, understand if they see issues,
conduct site-specific engineering studies on soil
resistivity and then cooperate with their mtigation
measures that they would want to see for our project and
for our transmi ssion lines that would span over the
pi pel i ne.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | appreciate the
procedure. So in this particular project, Wnd Canp 2
where those |ine markers were shown in the pictures
yest erday, are you crossing the pipeline?

MR. GARDNER: So we were -- we've | ooked at
our survey, our |and survey, and that specific crossing,
we cannot confirmif that was a pipeline.

However, there is a pipeline that runs
north to south through our project and that we woul d
cross. And that would be in a perpendicul ar fashion
where we woul d span that pipeline.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: And do you know who the
owner of that pipeline is?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME Il  10/28/2025

MR. GARDNER: We believe that it is
Uni Source but | was not able to confirmthat |ast night.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So from ny background,
the pictures that we saw yesterday, those are pipeline
markers that are in that picture. And it appears that
they will intersect with your project at sone point. So
probably need to go out in the field and take a | ook at
who owns that pipeline and call that nunber that's on
t hat pipeline marker.

MR. GARDNER: 100 percent. W, | nean our
| and surveyors didn't identify it, but that's a homework
itemthat we have to confirmthat that is not going to
I npact -- or that our project wll not inpact any
pi peline within our project or specifically that one.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: So M. Chairman, if |
may, | know you have a procedure, and | understand that
and | know that you will inplement it. But in the terns
of the conditions of the CEC with that particul ar one,
I"mjust not in agreenent with the | anguage that's in
there and haven't been since | sat on the committee.

So I'll still vote no on that one, not to
di scourage the project, but to make sure that the
appl i cant knows that cooperative partnerships with
underground utilities is very inportant to make sure that
you mtigate any problens that could cone al ong.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

160



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME Il  10/28/2025 161

CHW STAFFORD: So | have a question, then.
So does -- is it part of the applicant's practice when it
crosses power lines to do groundi ng cathodic protection
studies, or only when they're parallel?

MR. GARDNER: | am not sure the actual
title of the study that we conduct at the pipeline
crossings. But I'm-- |'m nessaging our engineer to try
and confirmthat.

CHWN STAFFORD: (kay. Because that's the
standard condition is they're supposed to conduct those
studies and if the condition says |located parallel to and
within 100 feet. Sounds |ike Menber Constock woul d
prefer to say when project facilities are |ocated wthin
100 feet of any existing natural gas infrastructure.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | certainly would prefer
that, M. Chairman, but the |language isn't witten so
that it can, but --

CHW STAFFORD: Well, 1'msaying, |ike,
that's sonething you coul d suggest as an anmendnent to the
condition when we get to it.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Ckay. Thank you. |
appreci ate that opportunity.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. A
really quick and inexpensive way to keep an eye on that
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IS just run a drone up and down the pipeline once every
coupl e days so just to make sure everything is okay.
Fi el d people can do that.

MR. GARDNER: Under st ood.

MR, ACKEN. And Menber Constock, if | nay,
and you probably know this already, that condition, and
we have it presented as standard condition proposed
Condi tion 19.

That's | anguage that comes directly from
Commi ssion Staff. And so we have al ways been rel uct ant
to nodify the | anguage that Conmm ssion Staff has
reconmended.

I f you have -- if you want to propose a
nodi fication, certainly that's something we'd be willing
to consider. And it's one of those things where it would
be nice to have Conm ssion Staff's perspective on it.

But that's why you see the condition the way it's

witten.

What | hear you saying is you'd like it a
little bit broader. | don't think Conm ssion Staff would
oppose that. | don't think we would oppose it. W'l

take as a homework item further discussion internally
about that condition, and perhaps we can even reach out
to Comm ssion Staff to get their blessing of any

nodi fication to it. That could satisfy your concerns if
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that's -- if you would be anenable to that.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | have to think about
that if you don't mnd. | need a little tine to walk
through that. But | -- since |'ve been a nmenber of this
commttee |'ve opposed that |anguage that's in the
conditions. | just don't think it's broad enough that it
hel ps mtigate sonething that's going to be certificated
for the next 10 to 20 years.

And the |ikelihood of nore natural gas
| ines comi ng through that area in Navajo County and
t hroughout northern Arizona is | would say virtually
100 percent.

So it's not sonething that we have to not
only deal wth today but over the next two, three
decades. So that's why |I've been an opponent to the
| anguage, not that -- | know you do a procedure, | know
you work with it, just it's not broad enough from ny
per specti ve.

MR. ACKEN. Understood. | understand,
think | understand your concern. And we'll take it as a
further action itemto see if what we m ght be able to
propose and, again, if we can get Commri ssion Staff's
bl essing on a nodification to that condition.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
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Do you have additional followup itens,
M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN. Yes, thank you.
BY MR ACKEN

Q There was anot her question about transm ssion
line operations in |ow tenperatures. Do you recall that
guestioning, M. Gardner?

A (M. Gardner) | do.

Q And did you have a chance to discuss that with
your team engi neers?

A (M. Gardner) Yep. So | was able to speak with
our engineers. |1'll just nention that we do operate
projects in Womnm ng and South Dakota in significant cold
weat her environnents. And so our practice is to follow
all the NESC and regional requirenents for weather
| oadi ng of those facilities.

So for anecdote on West Canp 1, which we are
currently constructing, our transmssion |ines are
designed for an extrene cold weat her scenari o where they
woul d accommpdate up to a quarter inch of ice
accumul ati on on the conductor thensel ves.

Typically transm ssion lines |ike when it's
col der and they operate better when it's colder is ny
understanding fromour electrical engineers. But that is
kind of the practice is to follow the |ocal regional
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gui del i nes and NESC gui delines for all of our installed
transm ssi on t hroughout the country.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very much. |
think it was a question that | had raised and it canme out
of an earlier project that we had di scussed in which the
applicant told us in their case that in certain seasons
of the year, certain cold weather seasons of the year
their turbines did not function.

And as a consequence, the heat that would
have been generated by passing the juice, passing the
el ectrons to the wire was not there.

A quarter inch of ice, | have no idea,
certainly I'mnot engineering either oriented or trained
or experienced. | guess sonewhat along the |ines of
Menmber Constock's di scussion about the gas lines, | would
ask that you push back into your engineering staff, do
you shut the turbines down?

You said that they function better in the
cold weather. | have no idea on this, but it was brought
to our attention in this previous hearing -- set of
hearings that there is an issue when the lines start to
ice up, especially if there's not electricity being
generated by the turbine.

And that's a big deal if they start to sag,
nobody needs to add anything to that question. So I']l
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just push back and ask you on an honorability |evel,
certainly not to put into the conditions, but on an
honorabi lity | evel that you push this back with the
engi neering staff and that y'all feel confortable that
what you're doing is not going to be hazardous to our
pr oj ect.

MR. GARDNER: Understood. And anecdotally
we' ve not had any issues with this on our operating w nd
fleet so far for the last five or so years of operations.

And |''m not quite understandi ng what naybe
anot her group provided testinony on, but our
understanding is that backfeed from Arizona's
transm ssi on system woul d be constantly runni ng el ectrons
on the gen-tie fromour project to the system

And so there would not be a tinme where
el ectrons are not actively on that |ine.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just bring it up.

MR. GARDNER:  You got it.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

W did want to address sone of the comments
made i n public comrent session yesterday as well.

However, I'd like to defer that until a little later in
the norning. W just received the docketed version of ex
parte public comments perhaps is the best way to frane
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t hem

So we'd like the opportunity to digest that
and provide a conprehensive set of responses to what we
heard in public comment from M. Gardner perhaps after
t he next break.

CHW STAFFORD: That'll be fine. Thank
you.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

So with that we'll go back to our
regul arl y-schedul ed programm ng and turn to our
di scussi on of environnental conpatibility. And Ms. Lytle
Boni ne, you sat yesterday so patiently. Now is your
tine.
BY MR ACKEN

Q So before we dive into environmenta
conpatibility testinony and the resource anal yses that
have been undertaken, 1'd |like you to discuss AES s
envi ronnental siting principles.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Sure. And as | think you've
heard yesterday and, you know, a common thene throughout
our testinony is that, you know, we at AES are really
proud of our track record to devel op, construct, own, and
operate these energy projects in the manner that's not
only consistent with environnental conpliance
requi renments, but in many cases actually exceeds those
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requi renments and vol untary gui dance.

Qur standard approach to permtting and
devel opnent is to begin with a really w de swath of
diligence fromour sites, and what that lets us do is
early and often a tiered analysis so that by the tine we
cone in front of you with a CEC siting corridor, we've
been able to avoid and mnimze nost if not all of our
envi ronnental inpacts and nmake sure we really do have a
conpati bl e project.

That includes a thorough review of federal,
state, local |aws, ordinances, regulations and standards,
t hor ough anal ysis, both through desktop sources,
coordination with stakehol ders, and then al so getting
boots on the ground and havi ng conpl eted those studi es.

Any inpacts that remain after our conmtnent to
avoi dance and mnim zation, we fully mtigate and of fset
again in conpliance with those | aws, ordinances,
regul ati ons, and standards.

And in doing so, we also apply a I ot of
vol untary gui dance, best nmanagenent practices, that are
common or known within the industry and that have been
agreed upon by industry, stakeholders, wldlife agencies.

Those include things like the U S. Fish and
WIildlife Service's | and-based wi nd energy gui delines,
things |ike the equator principles.
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And then in other forns of generation, things
li ke the solar voltaic energy environnmental devel opnent
guidelines. W |ove acronyns, so we like to call them
t he SVEED gui delines. And even though sone of those
apply to a generation aspect, alnost all include best
managenent practices for gen-tie. So they are applicable
her e.
And then lastly we always apply the APLIC
gui del i nes and standards to our transm ssion |ines.
CHWN STAFFORD: That acronym the |ast one,
APLI C?
M5. LYTLE BONINE: The Avian Power Line
I nteraction Comm ssi on.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN
Q Subj ect to check?
A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Subject to check.
Commttee. APLIC
Q | wish | could help you out on that one. 1've
heard it a hundred tines.
A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yep.
Q Ckay. Thank you
Next, 1'd like you to talk about resource
studi es that have been conducted for this site. And |
w |l say there was one public coment that suggested that
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there was inconplete studies conducted for this area.

So before we dive into studies conducted for the
CEC, talk a little bit about additional studies conducted
on the site.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yes. So like we've
di scussed, one really kind of cool aspect about the
gen-tie corridor is that it spans both the Wst Canp w nd
farm and then al so West Canp 2.

So what we've been able to do in |ooking at the
gen-tie corridor here is we have studies that have been
going on for over six years. And we've been able to
utilize all the work that was done on those two projects
in order to really tailor and really be able to anal yze
and di sclose inpacts specific to the gen-tie.

So those studies that we have |listed here
showi ng a conbi nati on of what was conpl eted for West
Canmp, what has been conpleted for West Canp 2, and then
al so what is planned in the future really informthe
gen-tie specific setting that Colin and | are going to
di scuss.

Q Next, describe the studies that were conducted
for the CEC application.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Sure. So we have the | and
use studies in Exhibits A and H  Environnmental studies
in Exhibit B. Biological resources in Exhibits C and D.
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Vi sual resources in Exhibit E, as well as cultura
resources in Exhibit E. Recreational resources in
Exhibit F. Noise and interference in Exhibit I. And
just as a rem nder, the Exhibit J, special factors, was
covered previously by Rob Gardner yesterday.

Q Let's start with the analysis of |and use.
Descri be | and ownership and jurisdiction within the
vicinity of the project.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yeah, just as a quick
rem nder, the gen-tie project and CEC corridor are
conpl etely within unincorporated Navajo County. All
approxi mately 11,000 acres of it.

And then our | and ownership, both the gen-tie
itself and the CEC corridor are alnost entirely close to
96 percent on private |and owned by Aztec, with just
under 5 percent being |ocated on Arizona trust state
| and.

Q And two of the public commenters were
representatives of Aztec. |Is that correct?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yes, correct.

Q And it's safe to say they are supportive of the
project on their |and?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) 1It's not only safe to say,
we have an exhibit to that effect.

Q And where can that be found? Do you know?
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A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) | knew you were going to ask
that. We definitely have it on a future slide.
Q Okay. We'll get to it.
Next, let's talk about zoning in the area?
A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) All private lands within the
area are zoned as A Ceneral by the county of Navajo.
Just as a quick rem nder, ASLD does not establish or
del i neate zoning districts within ASLD | and, and the
county will not zone ASLD | and. As described in
Section 301 of the Navajo County zoning ordi nance, the
primary purpose of the A General zone is to provide for
uni ncor porated areas of the county that are not otherw se
desi gnated as a specific zone.
So what that neans for our gen-tie project is
t hat under Section 302, subparts 6 of the ordinance,
utility facilities for the delivery of electricity to the
public, including electrical transm ssion |ines,
substations, and other associated facilities, are
permtted uses within that A General zone district. And
therefore our gen-tie project is a permtted use in the A
General zone.
MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O Just a quick question.
Don't you have to get a use permt of sone
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type?

MS. LYTLE BONINE: We do need to get a use
permt or a devel opnent agreenent |ike Jordan di scussed,
kind of the two differences there for the w nd
generation, but the gen-tie itself is permtted.

MEMBER DICI CCIO Ckay. Thank you.

M5. LYTLE BONINE: OF course.

BY MR ACKEN

Q Next, tal k about future | and uses. What did you

| earn fromthe anal ysis?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) So to conduct this analysis,

we focused on the Navajo County 2050 Conprehensive Pl an
as well as the Aztec area plan. For the Navajo County
conprehensi ve plan, that docunent provides a franmework
for devel opnent rather than a precise zoning district,
and it designates land in the vicinity of the CEC
corridor, primarily as rural residential.

And what that does allow for is additional
agricultural, comercial, industrial devel opnment, and
that 1s consistent wwth a rural setting.

The Aztec area plan, you know, as described by
Claire from Aztec really well yesterday, designates the
majority of the CEC corridor as rural ag or rural ranch,
which has simlar goals as the rural residential
designation fromthe county.
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There is -- and given that the Aztec area pl an
is -- covers such a large area, it is divided up into
four separate sub plan areas. The first two that are
included in the gen-tie corridor specifically call out

future wi nd devel opnent.

And then the second -- or the third, |I'msorry,
which is in that northeastern area -- as soon as | get
the right pointer -- over here, also includes sone

desi gnations for conmmercial, agricultural, and conmunity
vill age character areas.

VWhi ch were part of a planned devel opnent that
has not yet conme to fruition. However, we do have right
here on Slide 96, to answer your previous question, the
|l etter from Aztec denonstrating that the gen-tie itself
woul d be consistent with those future | and designati ons.

Q Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have a question. | nmade
a note when | was going through the application. You
nmentioned that the Aztec area plan encourages utilities
and generation facilities in the rural edge and rural
ranch character areas. What does encourages nean? |
woul d have thought allows m ght be a nore appropriate
word there.
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M5. LYTLE BONINE: | think allows or
encourages could work. | think by designating those
areas as, you know, not only being able to accommbdate or
be conpatible with, it does have future goals or intent
to put wind generation in quite a few of those sub area
pl ans. So what that does is does is say, you know, not
only is it allowed but we -- we have | ooked at this area,
we think it's suitable for wind generation so we want to
encourage that and the infrastructure, so we want to
encourage that and for the infrastructure to go there.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Did anybody tell you that,
or that's just interpretation of the | anguage in the
pl an?

M5. LYTLE BONINE: | think it's -- it's a
direct quote out of the plan itself. So | would say that
because it was put into the plan by Aztec and then
codified by Navajo County, | feel fairly confortable
saying that it's accurate.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Gardner, do you have any further thoughts on
that interaction with the Brophys?

A (M. Gardner) Yes, I'll just add that the
Brophys see renewabl e energy as a very inportant piece of
their private property rights and value creation of their
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| and, and so when they say they encourage renewabl e
energy and w nd devel opnent on their property via the
Aztec plan, that's consistent with the conversations that
we' ve had and how they want to utilize their land to

i ncrease its value over the com ng decades.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have one further
guestion. And that is that all of Arizona, but since
we're dealing with this right now, is a real checkerboard
of privately owned | and, state-owned | and and federally
owned |l and. And the whole area, |'m assum ng that the
ranch has |l ease rights for or grazing rights on the state
and federal properties.

When you were siting the wind farmitself,
was it necessary to talk to the people that own the state
chunks and the federal chunks, or do you just cite the
wi nd generation around those squares?

MR. GARDNER: Specific to the grazing
| essees, we've worked with them for years on neking sure
that our project is conpatible with their operations on
both the private property and state | ands.

We are coordinating with the Arizona State
Land Departnent significantly on |and use requirenents.
And on BLM I and, nothing will change for the grazing
| essees as it's a conpatible | and use.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But you do have to get the
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federal lands -- | know of a property that is in the
forest that is being used, there's a farner or rancher
that has grazing rights and it's al so being used for
anot her purpose. And both of those parties have to work
with the federal governnment to get agreenent that they
can be -- they can both use that property.

So do you guys have to talk to them and
work with themand tell themthis is what we're doing,
and it isn't going to affect the grazing rights?

MR. GARDNER: M understanding is that, no,
we have, you know, allowed the -- | nean, we -- none of
our operations will inpact their grazing on those
sections. And we do not have any infrastructure that's
bei ng constructed on those sections.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That was -- that was --

MR, GARDNER: Yeah.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's the answer that |
was wonderi ng about.

MR. GARDNER  Ckay.

BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Gardner, your answer and the question is
specific to BLM | ands; correct?

A (M. Gardner) That's correct.

Q On state lands | think your testinony is that
yes, you do coordinate with themand that's a
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requi rement ?

A (M. Gardner) That is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. That clarifies
it.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ms. Lytle Bonine, 1'd like you next to talk
about your analysis of existing plans in the vicinity of
the project.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Sure. So the project sent
letters requesting informati on on any existing or planned
devel opnents to five public entities.

Those letters were sent to Arizona Gane and
Fish, Arizona State Lands Departnent, the BLM Safford
Field Ofice, the Gty of Hol brook, and Navajo County.

W received two responses, one from Arizona Gane and Fi sh
and one fromthe City of Hol brook.

The Arizona Gane and Fi sh provi ded standard
mtigation requirenents for the gen-tie project, and we
W ||l discuss those in detail during the biol ogical
resources testinony. But they did not identify any
devel opnent to consider for the gen-tie project.

And then the Cty of Hol brook did informus that
there were two plans for devel opnent in Section TO17 and
RO20E, block 13. Neither of those planned devel opnents
are within the CEC corridor, and both are approxi mtely
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three mles to the northeast of the project.
The project will affect neither of those
devel opnent pl ans.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: This is reaching back a
couple of slides, and a question for M. Gardner.

As the structures for the gen-tie |line are
being built, and because they are on areas that are under
grazing rights, what sort of fencing or whatever is put
up around the construction site during the construction
peri od?

And ny understanding is, and |I'm asking for
a confirmati on or corment on after construction and
during operation, what sort of fencing, if any, is there?
So it's a two-part question.

MR. GARDNER: During construction we are --
we have daily -- what are they called, it's basically
construction planning neetings at six a.m every single
day.

MEMBER KRYDER: G eat.

MR. GARDNER: During those neetings we
invite the | andowner or their representatives, being the
rancher who actually work the | and, during construction
we nmake sure that when we are constructing, any of our
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proj ect equi prent, including the gen-tie but also the
turbines, that all of the cattle or any creatures that
they're running are nowhere near the construction site.
And so keeping gates closed and ensuring that we're
coordinating with ranchers to nake that as we are
building in X part of the project, all of the cattle are
inY part of the project.

During operations --

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Could | pause you
t here?

MR. GARDNER  Sure.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So you're saying
that during the construction phase, and |'mgoing to stay
away fromthe turbines thenselves, but |ook only at our
jurisdictional area, the gen-tie, the onus is put on the
rancher, and y'all offer to neet himor her at six a.m
any norni ng.

But the construction site itself is not
fenced, so it is on the rancher's obligation to keep the
cattle away fromit? |Is that the first part of that
qguestion?

MR. GARDNER: Typically there's significant
fencing already installed on the ranch. And so the
daily -- they're called POD neetings, allows for the
rancher to coordinate wth the construction team and the
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onus is on the construction teamto nmake sure that
they're closing all fences, and if nore fencing is
required, we will install it to ensure that there are no
i npacts to cattle operations during construction.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah. Cows are -- cattle
are really curious things.

MR. GARDNER: They are.

MEMBER KRYDER: Most people are nore
famliar with the curiosity of the cat, but actually
cattle are very curious animals, and if you park heavy
equi prment or whatever around a construction site, if
they're in the area, they'll come and nose around it and
they'll lick the oil off of the engines and hydraulic
fluid off of the backhoe, et cetera, et cetera. And
that's what ny concern was.

The second piece of nmy concern is just a
practical one froma fair amount of personal know edge.
Keeping fences up is a great idea. Back in Ohio where |
grew up, we had a saying that good fences nake good
nei ghbors. And yet one of ny brother's cattle | earned
how to get through, and they, |ike any domesticated
ani mal , taught their offspring.

So we can smle about it, but it was a
generational thing. You had to kill the damm cow that --
or sell them and get them out of the herd or they would
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teach the rest of the herd and all the siblings where and
when and how to get through the fence. And this is a
serious, serious issue.

| appreciate that you work closely with the
ranchers and have the six o'clock neeting possibility.
And nost of the ranch land is managed by, we've got this
so many acres fenced off.

But truthfully the fences are about
90 percent okay. It's the 10 percent that always scares
everybody. And so | will let you go to the second half
of the question, and that is if sonmebody shows up on the
job after the six a.m neeting and the superintendent
| ooks at the project and says, gosh, | ook at those
footprints, it looks like the cattle cane and visited the
project last night. Does anybody ever tal k about this
shit? Okay.

MR. GARDNER: They do. So | guess |'l]I
start by saying these ranches are huge. You know,
50- pl us thousand acres. And typically our construction
is only ongoing in a small section of them And so we --
"' msure that our construction nanagenent folks will tell
you that their phone blows up every single day with ranch
hands, | andowners, et cetera.

They have the cell phone nunber of our
peopl e who are out on site every single day, and we have

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME Il  10/28/2025 183

t hose neetings every single day, and they go to those
neeti ng whenever they want and typically they go to al
of them

So | can say there's significant
coordination if there are any issues. It is that day
that we mtigate them |It's not a two weeks later kind
of thing.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And if you've been
dealing with this in South and North Dakota, you're
dealing with people who get hostile real fast.

MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you very nuch

So now talk to nme about the operational
si de of things.

MR. GARDNER: So the collector substations
and switchyard are fenced with -- | know the sw tchyard
is fenced with a very advanced fencing systemthat is
required by --

MEMBER KRYDER: It's an eight-foot -- it's
an eight-foot stormfence with concertina wire or
something on the top. | know, | read -- it's in your
appl i cation.

MR. GARDNER: Yep. Exactly. However, the
actual pole structures typically are not fenced to ny
know edge. The cattle along with the turbines like to
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graze all the way up. And with the turbines, they
provi de, as you said, cows are curious.

And the turbines provide these big shadows
and you'll see cattle just stacked up in the shadows to
avoi d the hot Arizona sun.

So during operations, the -- anywhere where
there is high voltage el ectrical equipnent on the ground,
the substation and the switchyard, there are fences.
However, at the actual pole structures we typically do
not have fenci ng.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you very nuch.
That's very clarifying.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Sorry. If M. Kryder is the
ying of fencing, I'mthe yang of fencing. So this was a
question fromthe environnmental area. Are there --
| ooking at the property, it screans antel ope. Are there
any antel ope out there on the acreage?

MS. LYTLE BONINE: Yes. So, and we'll get
tothis alittle bit later as well. But there are
diffuse wildlife corridors designated within the project
area. So part of our avoidance mnim zation neasures and
what we've conmtted to is just having both seasonal
restrictions during construction so we can maintain
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w ldlife novenent, and then al so an acknow edgnent t hat
the gen-tie and also the wind generation for that matter
all ow pernmeability and will allow that wildlife corridor
to persist after the project is constructed.

MEMBER FANT: So let ne ask that question
again. Are there any antel ope out there on the ranch?

M5. LYTLE BONINE: It is -- I'd have to
check on antel ope specifically. It is a designated
wildlife corridor for Pronghorn and sone other ungul ates,
but | need to confirm antel ope.

MEMBER FANT: Because antel ope are the
di anmetric opposite of cattle. They're skittish, they
don't |ike human beings and fences. They don't junp

fences. A deer will junp a fence. An elk will junp a

pen. A bear will clinb a fence. But antelope don't junp

over fences. They go under themif they can, so there

needs to be sone sort of renoval of the |ower |evel wres

on the fences if they're in any way crossing the antel ope

zones on the properties.

So there's -- and like I said, it was
there's a ying and yang in fencing. Fencing equi pnent
and obvi ously your substations, great idea. But you're
al so needing to be cognitive -- cognitive of the
exi stence or the potential existence of antel ope and
whet her their roots are on the property.
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MS. LYTLE BONINE: And, yes, confirmthere
are ant el ope.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay. Do you know where they
go out in the property or what their routes are?

M5. LYTLE BONINE: |I'mnot -- | don't think
that there is specific studies that have been done that
show routes within the property. However we have
requested through coordination with Arizona Gane and Fi sh
to get actual collar data so that we can take that |eve
of data into account when we prepare our wldlife
conservation strategy and be able to use that to best
time and nanage our construction.

MEMBER FANT: 1'Ill just point out you can
steer wldlife, too, by creating a water hol e here and
there and kind of divert themaway from where you don't
want themto be, unlike cattle. But the one concern
about putting a ot of fencing out there with antel ope,
not elk or deer, is the fact that you may be cutting off
their mgration routes. That's all.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chair man.

"1l loan you ny dog. He loves to herd
cows anywhere he finds them

| have a question about the future | and use
map that was shown on 96, page 96 of the -- | think we
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need to go back one. There we go. Thank you.

| noticed when | was review ng the
application that there's a bunch of purple that's around
the outside edge of the project that is industrial
enpl oynent .

|"mjust curious. What is that? |Is there
sonething there now? O, | knowit's outside of your --
both the wind farmand the gen-tie. But it kind of
foll ows the railroad.

M5. LYTLE BONINE: | think it follows the
rail road and was designated in the conprehensive plan to
all ow for either existing or expanded railroad
I nfrastructure.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. And two ot her
guestions. One, the red that's in the mddle, that is
desi gnated agriculture, | believe.

MS. LYTLE BONI NE:  Yep.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Is it active, inactive use
ri ght now?

MR. GARDNER: Yep, that -- that land's
bei ng ranched currently.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ranched or farned?

MR. GARDNER: Ranched, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But the whole thing is
bei ng ranched, right?
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MR, GARDNER: Correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's interesting that
t hey have that those four sections particularly
desi gnated for agricultural but not the rest.

And then there is in the corridor; it |ooks
li ke a blue square or part of the square is blue, we
woul d be commercial and office. Talk about that.

M5. LYTLE BONINE: Sure. So that was what
was part of the Aztec Ranch pl anni ng area, sub-planning
area. And it's a large master planned comunity that was
intended to provide a range of uses for conprehensive and
sust ai nabl e comuni ty.

So far, that plan or that designation has
not yet been built out. However, we've been working with
Aztec as we're siting this area, and nmaking sure that
eventual construction and advanced design of the gen-tie
could be available with that future buil dout.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. | had thought that
that planned area was down further. | didn't realize
that it was, that that was it. Thank you.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di Cicci o.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Just a qui ck anecdot al
story to David's curiosity of cattle. | took nmy children
to, it was a while back, to a bull riding event. And I
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war ned them ahead of tinme, | said they will find you if
you put your hands inside the gate, inside the fence.

And sure enough they, this one bull had
concluded their part of the event. It was at a long --
it was a distance away and all of a sudden | saw it
maki ng a beeline for where we were standing. | thought,
well, that's wld.

And all of a sudden | |ooked at ny
daught er, she had her phone inside the gate. At the very
| ast second, | literally pulled her back probably 10 feet
backwards. The bull hit right there. And it's just the
curiosity factor. They were -- he keyed in on one of
these things inside the gate probably just about that
far. And ran right at her. And, but they are, to
David's point, they are extrenely curious. And whatever
you do for the buffering |I'm sure you guys have pl anned
some of that ahead, but | would really make sure of that.
Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just a comment to that, to
Menber Di Ciccio, they got nothing else to do.

MEMBER DICICCI O That is true. But they
are curious.

MR, ACKEN:. Ckay. Thank you.
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BY MR ACKEN:

Q Chevel on and now West Canp, they get to | ook at
the wind turbines. So enrichnment for them

Let's close up --

MEMBER DICICCIO | can get a grant.
BY MR ACKEN

Q Let's close up the discussion of existing plans.
Just to clarify for the record is what is shown on
Slide 98 a copy of the letter that was sent to agencies
as well as the response from Gane and Fi sh in Hol brook?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yes.

Q Thank you. Now let's tal k about recreational
resources that's contained in Exhibit F of the
appl i cation.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yeah. The requested CEC
corridor consists primarily of privately owned |land with
a small amount of Arizona state trust land. There are
additional privately owned | anes adjacent to the CEC
corridor as well as Arizona state-owned | ands and federal
| ands nanaged by the Bureau of Land Managenent.

The privately owned | and within the CEC corri dor
is not available for public recreational use, and the
Arizona state trust land within the CEC corridor is
conpl etely surrounded by private | and owned by Aztec and
Is therefore not legally accessible to the public.
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We still reviewed public data sources from ASLD
Navaj o County, BLM There are no preserves, designated
trails, or other designated recreation sites within the
CEC corridor or its vicinity. The nearest designated
trails are over 15 mles to the southeast of the CEC
corridor near Snowfl ake. And additionally there are no
designated BLM recreation sites or facilities within the
vicinity.

There is hunting for big gane including
Pronghor n/ ant el ope, bl ack bear, Muntain Lion, and Mil e
Deer, which is nanaged by Arizona Gane and Fish. And it
is one of the primary recreational activities within the
| arger vicinity of the CEC corridor. And it's within
gane nmanagenent unit 4 B and 3 A

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So we've had sone
significant discussions regarding hunting and the ability
to get a permt to do sone hunting in there, so because
it's surrounded, the state land is surrounded by private
parcels. Do you have to get pernission fromthe owner to
go through and then canp and hunt?

So there's a two-step process now? | just
can't apply to hunt in 3 A and 4 B, | have to get another
pass to go? How do | do that?
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M5. LYTLE BONINE: So in order to access
the state trust land within the gen-tie corridor, if you
woul d want to hunt within that, you would need access
granted by the private | andowner whose | ands you woul d
have to go through to do that. There are, you know,
areas w thin ganme managenent units 4 B and 3 A that are
outside of the gen-tie corridor and what we are speaking
about here.

So you woul d have access to that through
ot her means, just any tinme you needed to cross private
| and you woul d need perm ssion fromthat | andowner.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: So if | wanted to hunt in
there, would Gane and Fish tell ne that |'ve got to go
through private land in order to -- to do that to apply
for that?

MS. LYTLE BONI NE: Yeah, | believe they
woul d.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: They woul d. Okay. Thank
you. Do you know how many permts were pulled for in
that area |l ast --

M5. LYTLE BONINE: | don't but that's
somet hing we can definitely follow up on.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: So if | could, just one
nore followup in regards to construction activities and
hunting in those areas. Because of the use of
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hi gh-powered rifles and so on to do that type of hunting,
can you tell me -- maybe | shouldn't assune -- can you
tell me your procedures to, one, warn your construction
crews of hunting in the area, and, two, engage the
hunters who may be in the area for that process?

MS. LYTLE BONINE: Certainly. | can start
and then I'lIl ask Rob to junp in if I mss anything or
correct anything.

In ternms of informng our construction
team we provide a worker environnmental awareness program
to anyone who sets foot on site, so that includes things
i ke notification about potential activities in the area,
i ncl udi ng hunting activities.

We al so, you know, in that plan of
devel opnment neeting that Rob discussed really highlight
what the season is, what is going on.

And then using our | andowner partners nmake
sure that both that communication is two way so we know
what i s happening on their ranch at the tinme of
construction and al so they know what we are doing for
construction in that sane area.

MR. GARDNER: And then I'll just add on
that we coordinate significantly with Arizona Gane and
Fi sh during construction to ensure that there's no
hunting going on in the construction zone.
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MEMBER COMSTOCK: So if | may, then, if
sonebody slips in, you know, under the cloak of darkness,
sets up canmp and you hear a rifle shot early in the
norni ng, what's the procedure for your construction crews
in regards to that?

MR. GARDNER: So that woul d be covered at
the POD first thing in the norning. W have security
that we can call for these projects if there are security
concerns. And so | believe that the protocol would be to
contact the necessary security folks and then go and
address that concern and pause all construction
activities in the area until the concern is alleviated.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

One inexpensive way to handle that is to
have your security carry little belt drones and just
throw run a drone up, run it out there really quickly and
see if anyone's out there.

BY MR ACKEN

Q Ms. Lytle Bonine, let's wap up our discussion
of | and use, recreation and existing plans. \What are
your concl usi ons?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Qur conclusion is that the
gen-tie project is a permtted use within the A General
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zone. There's no required anendnents to the Navajo
County Conprehensive Plan or Aztec Area Plan. The Aztec
Cattl e Conpany confirmed that the gen-tie project is
conpatible with the Aztec Area Plan and we don't see any
interference from ot her devel opnents, and there are no
known recreational inpacts.

And, you know, | think one thing that | was
actually quite proud of yesterday is hearing public
comment from our | andowners is not only are the gen-tie
proj ect and then the generation as well conpatible with
their existing land use, it's actually a way to be able
to sustain that rural ranching way of life.

And it's sonething that we at AES are really
proud to be partners for, is again not only conpatible
but really be a willing partner to sustain and continue
the | and use out there.

Q Thank you. Let's turn now to your analysis of
bi ol ogi cal resources, and first, describe your findings.
A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Sure. So, again, this is
all laid out in Exhibit C. But for specifically areas of
bi ol ogi cal wealth that the areas are defined within a
br oader | andscape that are habitats for rare and speci al

status species or that provide inportant, unique or

concentrated resources for other wildlife and plants, the

areas of biological wealth that could occur in the study
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area were identified through a biotic resource review.

Those data sources are nunerous and include, you
know, official project-specific species and critical
habitat lists fromthe U S. Fish and Wldlife Service,
using their information for planning and consultation
tool or IPaC, the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service's
Envi ronnmental Conservation Online system
proj ect-specific reports fromArizona Gane and Fish, as
wel |l as Ganme and Fish's ERT map of areas. And then
addi ti onal desktop research including things like |and
cover, elevation, data, et cetera.

And t hen consistent and ongoi ng conmuni cati ons
wth wildlife agencies thensel ves and representatives,
including a neeting held with Gane and Fish and U S. Fish
and Wldlife Service in May. And sone additional
| etters, recommendations, and work back and forth with
Ganme and Fi sh which we show on Slide 106.

Al of this was topped off with a reconnai ssance
visit to the CEC corridor area on May 19 and 20 and w ||
be suppl enmented with additional surveys that we had
tal ked about in previous slides. And we'll also all be
ki nd of consolidated and prepared in a wildlife
conservation strategy.

CHW STAFFORD: And M. Acken, just to
clarify, we're looking at Slide 106. That's the letter

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

196



LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME Il  10/28/2025

from Gane and Fish. That letter is actually al so
included in Exhibit Cto the application which is hearing
Exhi bit 172

MR. ACKEN. Yes, that's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. Just
directly in the tower construction area, are there any
endangered plants or threatened plants, state |isted?

M5. LYTLE BONINE: There are none that have
been identified, and we will conduct a preconstruction
cl earance to ensure that that renmains.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | noticed when | was
review ng the application that there are several studies
that are planned but not conpleted. 1Is there any update
to the status since the application was filed on those?

M5. LYTLE BONINE: Not since the
application was filed for the studies are planned, we

typi cally needed the advanced engi neering and design to

really focus the area in which those studies wll be
conduct ed.
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So once we are able to narrow down the CEC
siting corridor to what will actually be the gen-tie
right-of-way, that's when we woul d conduct these studi es.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | see. Ckay. One other
question. And that is Exhibit B has all these studies
that were done for the West Canp 1. But it doesn't
really say anythi ng about how -- the concl usions, |
guess, wth respect to what we are considering here today
fromthose studies. |Is that in Exhibit C?

M5S. LYTLE BONI NE: Yes. Exhibit C, you
know, includes a synthesis of the analysis that was
conducted for West Canp 1 and West Canp 2, for that
matter, focusing specifically on the gen-tie. So it
i ncorporates the result of those studies to really
summari ze what we're | ooking at.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Al right. So B is just
the studies thensel ves for our information purposes, and
then C applies -- or takes that information and applies
it directly to what we're considering here today? |Is
that correct?

MS. LYTLE BONI NE:  Yes.

MR, ACKEN. If | could supplenment that. So
Exhibit B to the application, by regulation we are
required to provide other studies that were prepared in
t he project area.
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So that's a wde universe; right? And
particul arly when you have studi es that were done for the
wi nd project, for another project, West Canp 1. And so
what we try to do is we include those, but then we also
take the specific exhibits that are required by the
application, which is C through I, and use the
information in Bto informthe analysis that you'll see
in C through I

And that's been ny approach for CEC
applications for as long as |I've been doing it. Yes, we
had that | egal obligation to include B for conprehensive
pur poses, but then let's provide the targeted anal ysis
for the gen-tie in C through I

So that's what Ms. Lytle Bonine wl|l
provi de additional testinony on.

But certainly the information is there and
in the sense that you have questions, we'll be avail able
to answer them

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's sort of what |
figured out, but I wanted to confirmit. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. You bet. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah, Menber Little, |
think that hel ps the committee to kind of take account of
the kind of cunulative effect that's going on for the
project. Because the B casts a wder net, it allows us
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to consider the total environnent of the area of just one
of the factors under the statute, so --
MEMBER LI TTLE: Wich is very inportant.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Yes.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN

Q So continuing on, biological resources. One of
obj ectives of Exhibit Cis to identify areas of
bi ol ogi cal wealth. So describe your findings with
respect to that.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) So there were two kind of
general areas of biological wealth that were identified.
The first being Porter Canyon. And the second being two
county stakehol der assessed diffuse wildlife novenent
ar eas.

There are no designated or proposed critical
habitat, inportant bird areas, National WIldlife refuges,
wet | ands of international inportance, w | derness areas,
areas of critical environnmental concern, riparian zones,
bird staging areas, or mgration concentration sites, or
| ekki ng speci es.

To touch first on Porter Canyon, we have roughly
al ong -- you can see the feature going through the
gen-tie corridor here. On the figure it does show t hat
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synbol that is hard to read fromthis distance, but it
shows where CGol den Eagle nests were known to be present.

Those CGol den Eagle nests were identified in
surveys conducted in 2022 and 2023. And were shown to be
active during those years. Porter Canyon itself, again,
photo of it |located here. And then just to get a little
nore orientation, the existing transm ssion |lines that
you see in the mddle ground here do line up with the
transm ssion lines shown on this figure so you can get a
sense of where we're | ooking.

That canyon has not been identified as a
m gration concentration site, but could generally act as
conduit for certain mgrating birds or roosting,
commuting, or forging bats.

In addition to being identified as an area of
bi ol ogi cal wealth, Gol den Eagles and their nests are
protected by the Bald and Gol den Eagle Protection Act.
O BGEPA you m ght hear ne say.

And in conpliance with the BGEPA as well as a
Final Eagle Rule that was published in 2024 and Eagl e
Conservation Plan gui dance, any construction activity
that could have the potential to disturb those nests
| ocated even within half mle or a mle, wll be avoided
and m ni m zed such that nesting season woul d be avoi ded
If the nests were active.
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And a significant buffer would be applied. So
that we can renmain consistent with those regul ati ons and
then also avoid potential inpacts to that known area of
bi ol ogi cal wealt h.

CHW STAFFORD: | have a qui ck question.

M5. LYTLE BONI NE:  Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: You have on the map there
we're | ooking at Slide 108, the whole of that green area
is the diffuse wildlife novenent areas?

MS. LYTLE BONI NE: Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: How does that work with
Gane and Fish and the ranchers? Because the ranchers
have fences all through there to control the cattle and
their grazing. How does that inpact the wildlife?

And it seens |like any inpact to wildlife

woul d have to be addressed with the ranchers as opposed

to this applicant, because this applicant's only going to

buil d fencing around the substations and sw tchyards.

The vast majority of the infrastructure
wll not interfere wwth novenent of any kind of animals
whet her they be grazing or wld.

M5. LYTLE BONI NE: That's absolutely
correct. And it's denonstrated -- or it denonstrates
what those stakehol der assessed diffuse novenent areas
are and what they do. |It's basically crowd source
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information at a really high | andscape | evel. So even
being able to determ ne what the novenent | ooks |ike
within the corridors is not well known, and it's why we
are -- we're requesting a lot of that information and
col l ar-specific data.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

M5S. LYTLE BONINE: And we can have a good
sense of how to avoid sone of that tenporary disturbance
during construction to the wildlife nmovenent by applying,
to the extent practical, season restrictions and know ng
when that novenent is going to be heaviest, that's when
we can try to tine our construction activities to stay
out of or avoid heavy or mgration uses.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So how nuch
i nformati on does Gane and Fi sh have about the effects of
the ranching on wildlife?

M5. LYTLE BONINE: | would have to get back
to you on that. | don't want to speak for Arizona
Gane and Fi sh.

What | do -- what | can say is that we w |
receive or have applied for that collar-specific data.
That should give us a little nore information on what the
baseline is for current activities. And how that
conpares to potential novenent outside of a ranch
at nosphere like this is definitely sonething we could
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| ook at.

CHW STAFFORD: Because it seenms it's going
to affect different species differently, because we heard
the el k and deer, they're unaffected by the fences that
ranchers use to control the cattle. Wereas the antel ope
have problens wth that.

So | guess it depends on that ranching is
going to have a different inpact on different species.

M5. LYTLE BONI NE: Absol utely.

CHW STAFFORD: It doesn't seemlike the --
I"mnot hearing that there's a | ot of know edge about
what's going on with the antel ope population. | nean, if
it's designated as a wldlife novenent area, we've seen
ot her places where it's not used for ranching, and so
there's actual animals that are wild ani mals noving
t hrough that corridor.

But through here, it's going to be -- it's
the ranching that's going to interfere wwth that for sone
species |i ke antel ope, | guess, but other ones |ike the

deer, they would be uninhibited by that.

So I'mjust -- I"minterested to hear what
Ganme and Fish -- how Gane and Fi sh assesses the inpact of
the ranching on the wildlife. | guess follow up on this.

MS. LYTLE BONINE: Yeah, we can work to get
sone followup on that. | think, yeah, for the purposes
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of what we're looking at for the gen-tie project, we

don't see a huge net difference in current conditions and

then what wi Il happen once the project is constructed.
Again it will remain pernmeable, and then we
will be able to, Iike we have on other projects in the

area, nmake sure we mtigate any tenporary construction
di stur bance through that proper planning and the wildlife
conservation strategy.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you,
Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

| have sone concern over the words, and not
just with this project, but over the words to the extent
practical, or, when feasible. Wat do those words nean
to you? They are what we used to call in the consulting
busi ness "weasel words" which allow you to do whatever
you want to do and whenever you want to do it by saying
it's not practical or not feasible for us to avoid those
nests, for exanple. And I'mnot saying that you guys
will do that.

But in our position here, we want to assure
that the applicant does what they say they will do. So
what do those -- what would nmake it inpractical or not
feasible to avoid the nesting season for the eagles, for
exanmpl e?
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MS. LYTLE BONINE: Well, for the eagles,
for exanple, it's -- there's a hard line in what we coul d
do in conpliance with the law. So absolutely we would
conply with the Bald Eagle Protection Act. W have
strict guidelines in the Final Eagle Rule, as well as the
ECPG that requires that we do have that seasona
avoi dance with a half-mle buffer if the nests are
active. So for the eagle nests we will -- we nust and we
will conply with that |aw.

For, you know, sonething |ike |ooking at
tenporal or seasonal restrictions for things |ike
w ldlife novenent, we do want to nake sure we are able to
maintain the ability to, you know, in safety hazard or
any tinme that infrastructure or personnel are at risk, we
can do construction activities where and when we need to,
again, to protect life and safety.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So okay. So to you, those
words are neant not just for conveni ence sake?

MS. LYTLE BONI NE: Absolutely.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But for safety for the
personnel . Thank you. | appreciate that.
BY MR ACKEN

Q If | could follow up on that. 1Is there also an

el ement to your ongoing coordination wth Gane and Fi sh,
and there was a great discussion here about how nuch

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME Il  10/28/2025

information is known about mgration inpacts due to
ranching and things of that nature and your desire for
addi ti onal information.

| s one of the reasons you seek flexibility is
because you are in an iterative process with Gane and
Fi sh where you are seeking and devel opi ng addi ti onal
information and part of how you wll do so is through
this project?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) That's spot on. Absolutely.
We, you can see through iteration of letters and
responses we are working with Arizona Gane and Fish, we
wll continue to do that through devel opnent, through
advanced engi neering, through construction and even
operation of the project.

So we're able to docunent that and things |ike
our wildlife conservation strategy, other construction,
operational -1evel plans. And | nean, Bert said it better
I think better than I could is one of the reasons why we
are looking at a corridor is to maintain that
flexibility.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
MR, ACKEN. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN
Q Pl ease continue with your discussion. | believe
you have sonme additional information on the follow ng
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slides on diffuse wildlife area.

CHW STAFFORD: One second. | think Menber
Fant has a question.

MEMBER FANT: Yeah, |I'msorry. Just one
question on where the wires cross Porter Canyon, is that
a bird diverter issue or does that matter to eagl es?
["1l just throw that out there.

MS. LYTLE BONINE: Yeah, there's certainly
an opportunity to, again, through advanced design see if
bird diverters are appropriate for this area. W wl|
foll ow APLI C gui del i nes, which | ook at eagles as well as
ot her birds, eagle-safe design for transm ssion |ines,
and then if we are seeing based on where that final
siting is that bird diverters could be beneficial to
eagl e or other avian population in that area, that is
something we'll 1 ook at inplenenting.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. | seemto
recall that bird diverters are nore inportant for slower,
nore clunsy birds, typically water fow, | seemto
recal | .

M5. LYTLE BONINE: Yep. Absolutely.

CHWN STAFFORD: That need -- they have a
bi gger turning radius, | guess, so they need additional
warning to get the heck out of the way. But | guess
that's spelled out, | believe, in the guidelines.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME Il  10/28/2025

But | think it's a standard condition to
every certificate is they'Il conply wth guidelines, but
sonetimes we specifically call out whether they use bird
diverters additionally in the certificate.

Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman. |
have a question. What are bird diverters? Wat do they
| ook like on a transm ssion |line when |I'mdriving al ong
t he road?

M5. LYTLE BONINE: There are --

CHW STAFFORD: Are they like those netal
things that are -- go ahead.

MS. LYTLE BONINE: There's a variety of
options for bird diverters. Sonetines they can be the
little spiral kind of metal spinning things. It can be
the big, like, colored balls that you see.

That's why sone of that, |ike,
site-specific analysis is really inportant because we
wll | ook at what is the popul ation, what are the species

of birds we would try to divert. And then make sure we
tailor the diverters that we choose to be nost effective.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Last week we had pictures
of them

MEMBER LI TTLE: | m ssed that.
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CHW STAFFORD: W m ssed you, too.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: If | could -- | apol ogi ze
if this is nmoving backwards. | wasn't quite sure where
to ask this question.

I n Exhibit B under the headi ng of
Vegetation, and |I'm | ooking at page 5 specifically, in
our handouts it's Exhibit B, page 4 has the heading
Vegetation. And |I'm |l ooking at the ongoing discussion on
page 5.

CHWN STAFFORD: Exhibit B to the
appl i cation?

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Yes, sir.

M5. LYTLE BONINE: We're there.

CHW STAFFORD: |'mnot there yet. Hang
on.

MR. ACKEN:. |If you know, can you identify
it for the record for the rest of us that are --

M5. LYTLE BONINE: Exhibit B, attachnent
B-1, page 4 and 5.
BY MR ACKEN

Q So Exhibit B to the application marked for

identification as Wo-1. Attachnent B-1, page 4 and 5.
Ckay?
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CHW STAFFORD: This is the neno from SWCA

MEMBER COMSTOCK: In particular, if | may,

t he paragraph that starts on page 5 with, "The study area
i's dom nated."

There are a nunber of references in there,
but I"'mparticularly interested in the reference to the
juni per species that are found in the project, the Pinyon
Pines and the Two Needl e Pinyon Pines. The sentence that
starts with "Large sections of Pinyon Pines woodl and
woul d have been treated in an effort to revert the
| andscape back to grassl and.”

Does that nean that the Pinyon Pines are
renoved in the construction phase and then the
renmedi ation is -- because as | understand it, Pinyons or
at least the fruit or the berry of those particular trees
are a food source for a lot of animals. So just
wonderi ng what that neant.

M5. LYTLE BONINE: | believe that's
descri bing the past grazing-related activities that were
conducted on this site. So it was in efforts to sustain
the grazing operations that those activities had occurred
in the past.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: But it's not a process
that you interact wth during construction of your --

M5. LYTLE BONINE: It's not. W would, you
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know, once we identify limts of disturbance, there would
be m ni mal vegetation renoval required, but that's not a
practi ce we woul d use.
MEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.
MR, ACKEN. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN
Q Pl ease continue with your discussion. |Is there
anything further you wanted to nention about area of
bi ol ogi cal wealth on 1097?
A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) No.
Q Let's continue, then, with your discussion
CHW STAFFORD: M. Acken, | think we're
com ng up on --
MR. ACKEN. Oh.
CHW STAFFORD: | think the court reporter
coul d use a break.
MR, ACKEN. Oh, yeah
CHW STAFFORD: | think it's a nice
br eaki ng spot before you go into the next section for
the -- isn't the threatened and endangered species the
next section?
MR. ACKEN. Yes, that's correct.
MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman?
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: | just wanted to make one
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comment, and that is that | noted that, for the record,
that you have -- the applicant actually has several years
of data about all of these things in that particul ar
area, which I think is very valuable. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Al right. So
let's take a 10 to 15-m nute recess. W stand in recess.

(Recess from10:27 a.m to 10:51 a.m)

CHWN STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Chairnan.

One of the itens that | nentioned this
norning that we wanted to go back and address was public
conment yesterday eveni ng.

W wanted the opportunity to review a
docunent that was submitted to sone comm ttee nenbers and
subsequently filed by the Chair before we provided that
response.

Teaml s had our chance to do so. Now I'd
li ke to have M. Gardner address sone of those topics.

BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Gardner, have you had a chance to review the
letter or e-mail, excuse ne, that was docketed this
nor ni ng?

A (M. Gardner) | have.
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Q And you were here present yesterday during
public coment; is that correct?

A (M. Gardner) That's correct.

Q | want to go through a few comments in
particul ar and then obviously have you anplify as you see
fit to address what you heard and what you read.

One of the comments concerned the county
process, the county process for the nonjurisdictional
wi nd turbines. Do you recall that public comrent?

A (M. Gardner) | do.

Q | believe there were sonme concerns about -- the
concerns were raised about the public's opportunity to
participate in that process, if |'m paraphrasing
correctly. Do you recall that?

A (M. Gardner) Yes, | do.

Q And do you have any thoughts to share for this
comm ttee?

A (M. Gardner) Yes. So earlier this year,
Navaj o County and their board of supervisors and pl anni ng
and zoni ng comm ssion and pl anni ng and zoni ng staff
menbers nmade the decision to open up their renewabl e
ener gy ordi nance.

They did so because they faced sone concerns
fromthe public that the ordinance that used to be in
pl ace was not consistent with current standards.
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As part of this revision and opening up of the
ordi nance, the county hosted nunerous public -- publicly
open study sessions during board of supervisors neeting.

Additionally, they hosted three public |istening
sessions in Navajo county. There was one in Show Low on
March 24, one in Heber-Overgaard on March 26 and one in
Joseph City on March 27.

Here, the planning and zoni ng county of Navajo
County wanted to hear fromthe public about the ordi nance
and any revisions they requested. They heard from | ocal
busi ness owners, |ocal subcontractors, conmmunity | eaders,
concerned citizens and other stakehol ders.

At these |istening sessions the county heard
from our records show 71 people. AES was present for
all of these. W were there to engage with nmenbers of
the community and hel p tal k about our projects and how
they fit into Navaj o County.

The staff and board of supervisors of Navajo
County took all of these comments into consideration and
t hey adopted a new renewabl e energy ordi nance this past
year to address those concerns.

So just want to overall say there was anple
opportunity for public engagenent in the ordi nance
revi sion.

Q Anot her comment that was rai sed concerned the
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opportunity for the public to engage with you as well as
notice provided to the public for your project. And
yesterday you testified about your outreach efforts and
there seens to be a di sconnect between your testinony and
what the public comenter stated. How do you reconcile

t hat ?

A (M. Gardner) Yep. So | don't want to repeat
myself too nmuch fromyesterday, but we did work with
Navaj o County on our citizen participation plan. The
protocol is to work the planning and zoning group in the
county for projects that are not yet permtted.

So we work with the planning and zoning staff to
identify a proper public engagenent strategy that neets
or exceeds all requirenents in the county, and then we
execut e that.

We did not hear from anyone in the county about
specific concerns to the gen-tie project in any of your
foruns, which include those open house neetings, public
comment form on the website, or, you know, just reaching
out to the project team

| want to nmention that as a conpany and as a
wi nd team we strongly encourage di scourse on these
projects. At public neetings, whenever we have fol ks
show up, | give out ny business card which has one phone
nunber on it. This is ny personal cell phone.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME Il  10/28/2025 217

| give this out to anyone who cones to our
projects who wants to talk to ne or our team about their
concerns with our projects. W want that discourse. W
want to talk to fol ks and we want to understand the
concerns in the comunity.

We did receive the nanes fromthe fol ks that
tuned in | ast night and gave public comment. Qur records
show that they both live at |least 15 mles away fromthe
gen-tie project.

If that is incorrect and those fol ks are
listening in, please reach out to us, submt a comrent
that goes directly to our project team and we can reach
out and talk to you all about your concerns.

And then, you know, as | said yesterday, via our
publ i c engagenent strategy, we got to the people that are
nearest this project. |If you |look at this project, you
can see that the gen-tie corridor is up here in the
north. And then -- sorry -- this isn't on a slide right
now. And then the wind farmis this 50, 000-pl us-acre
ar ea.

Q If I could interrupt you. For the record this
is the placemat, it's figure A-1 fromthe application,
which is West Canp-1.

A (M. Gardner) As a rem nder, we noticed al
individuals within one mle of the entire wind farm
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boundary, not just the CEC corridor.

And so anyone down in the south that is, you
know, five to eight mles away fromthe CEC corridor did
still get notices. W did still publish in the
newspaper. And the folks that |live nearest this project
showed up to our open house neetings and we had
meani ngf ul di scourse with them about our project.

So | just wanted to clarify the public
engagenent of our project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | probably am going to ask
you to repeat sonething that you said yesterday. But you
did say that you did not get comments about the gen-tie.
Did you get comments about the wind farnf

MR. GARDNER: Yes, ma'am \We received one
public comment about the wind farm That was the coment
froma nearby resident who was worried about the turbine
di stance fromtheir barn and residence. And we addressed
that by increasing the buffer fromthose structures --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR. GARDNER: -- with them

MEMBER LI TTLE: And tell us again for the
record what opportunities people had to comment about the
w nd farmproject itself. Not just the gen-tie.
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MR. GARDNER: So the opportunities for
public on the wnd farm have al ready been nunerous, and
those were via our open neetings and public conment form
on our website.

However, we are not finished with the
Navaj o County permtting process. That is ongoing. And
so there will be additional opportunities for public
comment via the Navajo County process during their board
of supervisors neeting when they hear this project to
di scuss the nonjurisdictional wind farmthat Navajo
County woul d have to approve in order for us to build it.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di G cci o.

MEMBER DICICCIO So this canme up | ast week
as well, too, and I"msure it applies to you, it's
applicable to your project.

The use permt that you have to get from
the county, granted you've done -- it sounds |ike you' ve
done everything and they've actually designed their new
permtting process or their new zoni ng process based on a
| ot of these types of projects. So it sounds |like you
fit in there.

| f you don't get the conditional use permt
can you build your project?

MR. GARDNER: No, we cannot build the w nd
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farmin Navajo County w thout a discretionary project
fromthem

MEMBER DI CICCI O Same as the | ast one as
wel | .

MR. GARDNER:  Yep.

MEMBER DICICCIO Ckay. That's all | need
to know. For the individuals on the conditional permt
or the use permt, that just gives the public another
chance, another opportunity for public coment.

MR. GARDNER  Correct.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Thank you

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. First
of all, I want to applaud AES for the steps you' ve taken
to work with the community already that you' ve tal ked
about yesterday and today, and those are great steps.

The communities in North Central and
Eastern Arizona historically are very tight-knit
communities, and you need to work to weave yourself into
the community structures.

Arizona is a rel ationshipal state, not a
transactional state, so you have to build the
transactions to conduct business. And that's just
advi ce. Because we're |like a planning and zoning
conm ssi on ahead of the actual county board of
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supervisors, which is what's next. So that's just -- |
just wanted to nention that to you. Thanks.

MR. GARDNER: | greatly appreciate that.
And | alluded to this yesterday, but we've been working
in this region for years, and honored to partner with so
many di fferent stakehol ders, | andowners, and
organi zations in the conmunity.

And |ike I nmentioned, you know, we're
owners and operators of our energy assets. W' re going
to be around for decades on Chevel on Butte and West Canp.

And so in order to make sure that those
projects work from an operational perspective and have
great workers, we want to have great relationships with
everyone in the local community, especially |andowners
that are nearby, |ocal businesses, |ocal restaurants,
chanbers of commerce, et cetera. But really appreciate
t hat note.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Maybe |'m junpi ng the gun
here, but a couple of other comments that were made | ast
night that | wanted to ask you about.

One is fire suppression and working with
the fire departnents.

And the other is one of the comenters
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mentioned that there is a debris field of two to three
mles if there should be an | guess an expl osi on or
failure of the wind generators thensel ves.

Wul d you address those for ne, please?

MR. GARDNER: Yes, | can definitely address
the fire suppression comment first.

As part of our Navaj o County process, we
are required to neet with the local fire jurisdictions to
i npl ement and plan for energency response plans, fire
suppression plans, et cetera.

W have a neeting this week with themto
di scuss those plans for this wind farmto nake sure that
any possibility of fire fromthe wind farm battery
storage facility, et cetera, is planned for and the --
bot h our operational folks on site are prepared and
trained for any incident, and also the local fire
jurisdictions are prepared and trained for any incident.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Can | ask you if the |ocal
fire departnment needs further equipnent, an upgrade, an
increase in size, is the project commtted to financially
support that?

MR. GARDNER: That's a great question. So
| think that that would be part of our conversations wth
Navaj o County upcom ng whereby we are going to go to them
to di scuss both our project, the energency response plan
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that we woul d provide and al so the needs of the county by
community benefits, if that is a specific need in the
county for additional fire mtigation, increased staff,

et cetera, that woul d be discussed with them

| can't say at this specific nonment that we
can guarantee that we can support all of that
financially. But that is part of the conversation that
w || be ongoing before this project is ever permtted or
construct ed.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Earlier this norning, we
spoke about hunting as a recreational aspect of the
gen-tie area. And there was brought in also hunting
under the turbines.

| know that not all -- oh, and just a
noment ago you spoke about this being a relationa
community rather than a transactional one, and | suppose
every one of us has driven through an area where
supposedly sone hunter along the line didn't get to fire
his rifle or shotgun and took out his anger on a road
sign or sonething like that. So that's background to ny
guesti on.

What sort of security does the applicant
have with regard to since there is sonme enmty in the
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community, the turbines being shot at or the -- the
structures on the gen-tie being shot at? Do you address
that or do you wait until it happens and react? How do
you handle it?

MR. GARDNER: That's a great question. So
as far as hunting and wind energy in general, | wll just
say that that's sonething that nost folks in these areas
appreci ate about wind is that it's a conpatible use as is
agriculture and ranchi ng.

As far as the security nmeasures that we
undert ake, we have nore strict security measures during
construction when there's equipnent that's |ying around
in the | aydown yard.

However, during operations | would have to
talk to our operations teamto understand what their
specific protocol would be if there was a hunter that
vandal i zed any of the equi pnent or shot any of the
equi pnment .

But we do not have, you know, a security
guard sitting in a |lawn chair by each of our turbines,
unfortunately. But if that were to start to becone an
i ssue, | nean, AES owns and operates energy assets al
over the gl obe, thernmal assets, everything. And if there
Is concern for security of our personnel or our
equi pnrent, then we woul d address that via increased
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security at the site.

"' m not sure exactly what our security
measure would be in that specific instance.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch.
That' s hel pful .
BY MR ACKEN

Q | have just a quick followup on that
interesting question. You should or you will have
experi ence from Chevel on.

Are you aware of any vandalism of such nature
with that project, M. Gardner?

A (M. Gardner) No vandalism of that nature on
Chevel on Butte.

Q Ckay. Anot her question or comrent that was
rai sed in the conmment session concerned nighttine
lighting. And, again, it's dealing with the
nonj uri sdictional turbines. But we wanted to provide the
full picture.

W Il you have permanent nighttinme |ighting of
the w nd turbines for West Canp 2?

A (M. Gardner) That's a good question. So, you
know, sonething that we understand about northern Arizona
deeply is the dark sky characteristic of the region.
Everyone |i kes | ooking at stars and |ight pollution can
be a big issue.
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On all of our turbines, every single one that we

have installed to date in Northern Arizona, we have
installed what's called an aircraft detection Iighting

system ADLS for short. This is to only have the lights

bl i nk when there's lowflying aircraft near the turbines.

| don't have a specific estimate for how often
that is. But | can confirmthat it is |less than
1 percent of the tinme those |lights would be on.
The plan would be to inplenent those |ights at

West Canp 2 as well if we get all necessary approvals to
do so, which we have on our projects to date.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So to clarify, the lights
woul d be off, not just not blinking.

MR. GARDNER: That's correct. So the
lights --

MEMBER LI TTLE: | was recently up at
Snowball and | could see the whole field of red lights
out northeast of here on a wwnd farmthat's up there and
they were on constantly.

MR. GARDNER: So the aircraft detection
lighting systens, | will say, can take a bit to
comm ssion. |It's getting all of these turbines to talk
to one another. And so it can be a little bit tricky in
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the first, you know, during construction and then nmaybe
the first year of operations.
However, once operational and working how

they should and how we pay a | ot of noney to have them

work, they will only turn on when there's | owflying
aircraft. At other tines the light will not be on those
t ur bi nes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's great. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN

Q The | ast comment | want you to address is
anot her nonjurisdictional one, but you mentioned that in
your discussion yesterday as well, talking about
i nvestnent tax credits and production tax credits. But
there was a question raised specifically about tax
subsi dies, and how projects like this would not perhaps
be viabl e wi thout tax subsidies.

How do you respond?

A (M. Gardner) This is a conmon concern that we
hear. So | nentioned yesterday that as part of our
procurenment -- or offtaker's procurenent of energy
resources in Arizona, we bid into all-source RFPs,
requests for proposals. So that is every new type of
generation source bidding into the sane utilities'
requests for proposals.

In order to win a PPA, a |ong-termrevenue
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contract with a utility, every applicant wants to have
the | owest cost of energy and have a reliable system

W will not win those contracts if our cost of
energy i s higher than other generation sources. What the
tax subsidies do -- and we do not get tax subsidies
during devel opnment or during construction, this is only
operational .

What the tax subsidies do is they allow us to
| ower our energy price to be the | owest possible. And
that cost saving fromthose tax subsidies gets passed on
to ratepayers once the project is built.

| f those tax subsidies were to di sappear, there
IS -- there's a financial institution called Lazard, and
| can share this, that puts out a | owest cost of energy
report every single year about all new generation sources
in the United States.

That is levelized. And wind energy is, if not
the lowest, it's -- they give a range but the | owest part
of the wind spectrumis the |owest cost of energy of new
generation sources in the country, |evelized.

So if those tax subsidies were to go away, our
price would increase. Qur energy price would increase.
However, unfortunately, that increase would likely just
be passed on to the ratepayers of the different states
where wind is being built.
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MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: As a followup to that,
that tax credit that you spoke about would be avail abl e
to all energy producers equally; is that correct? O do
you bid on that as well?

MR. GARDNER: There are different tax
credits for different generation sources. However, | am
unaware of a single generation source that is
comrercially available in the United States that does not
recei ved tax subsidies.

For renewabl e energy, solar, w nd, storage,
that is the investnent tax credit or the production tax
credit. But other generation sources have other
substantial tax credits as well.

MEMBER KRYDER: So if we were |ooking at a
wind tax credit in Arizona and the wind tax credit in
Nort h Dakota, let's say, they would be identical?

MR. GARDNER: That is correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO | just find the tax
credits fascinating. So they -- ny understanding is that
they are evaporating, they're disappearing, and we have a
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certain amount of tinme before you get energized. Wen is
that date that you need to be energized by in order for
it -- you to be able to take advantage of the tax
credits?

MR. GARDNER:. Great question. So you're
correct in that the tax credits are phasing out. This
project is what is called safe harbored, via the
acqui sition and purchase of a main power transfornmer for
t he project.

And so | don't want to say the wong dates
for you. So on this specific project let nme get back to
you on that purchase date.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Sure.

MR. GARDNER: And then the final start of
construction -- not start of construction, energization

date that we would need to neet to receive those tax

credits.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  For sone reason | thought
it was the end of this year. | don't know, it could be
the end of next year, 2026. | can't renenber. | do

remenber there was specific date that you had to be
ener gi zed.

MR. GARDNER: | should know this off the
top of ny head, but it was noving a | ot when the federal
bill was being passed. So | can -- or Corinne, if you
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want to address that.

M5. LYTLE BONINE: Sure, so it -- like Rob
said, has to do with the date of start of construction or
in that case the purchase of the off-site work, being the
transformer, but it will need to be conpleted within
three years of the date of that purchase, or no |ater
than July 3, 2030, is the final end date.

MEMBER DICICCIO Ckay. And then what
happens after that?

MR. GARDNER: After that, the tax subsidies
woul d go away. And so the wind farm would need to be
contracted and built at the higher price if feasible with
their commercial offtaker.

MEMBER DICICCIO So just as a sense of
rel evance and perspective, what woul d, you know, | don't
under stand what higher price is. Let's just say what
that is. So how would you conpare, let's say, to
different forns of energy? | get it's going to go up,
but my question is what is it going to be.

So right now even in one of the docket --
one of the docunents we had showed your price per
kilowatt hour is 2.7 to 7.3 percent total cost, not
percent age, cost, cents per kilowatt hour.

And then so what would that be, once you,
let's say the tax credits go away, what woul d be the cost
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of a kilowatt hour approximately. | know you can't guess
exactly.

MR. GARDNER: So obviously the actual
dol I ar per nmegawatt hour is confidential in our
contracts.

MEMBER DICICCIO G ve ne a range, then.

MR. GARDNER: Yeah, the range can vary
greatly based on where you are. And the resource of the
project, if you're in an energy comunity and conplying
with the donestic requirenents for the tax credits.

So | want to take this one and | want to --
the things that I want to follow up with are a range for
the total energy, and then the potential increase if
those tax credits were to disappear. So those are ny two
fol | ow ups.

MEMBER DICICCI O And then a conparison to
some ot her --

MR. GARDNER: Energy sources.

MEMBER DICICCIO -- energy sources. You
don't have to give ne a lot. It's nore of a curiosity.
It's just nore of a curiosity on nmy end. | knowit's not

sonething we're voting on today or tonmorrow. But it is
sonething | amjust curious about, what those costs --
because that discussion or that argunent always cones up.
It's a lot nore expensive. And everything' s taken with a
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grain of salt anyways; right?

| mean you can literally get a different
opinion fromnmultiple different people with different
things. So the only way to conpare it would be if the
tax credits go away, the tax subsidies, | should say, go
away.

MR. GARDNER And | can share that report
that | nmentioned with you that's the | evelized post cost
of energy that does that. Additionally, | do want to
mention that forecasting the increase in prices and
overal | prices out past 2030 after the expiration of the
tax -- it's pretty nmuch inpossible with potenti al
tariffs, load growmh, transm ssion buildout. Just don't
have a good sense of what the whole narket | andscape is
going to |l ook like then, unfortunately.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  No, | get it.

MR. GARDNER: Understand the question.

MEMBER DICI CCI O  Just give ne sone idea,
is all.

MR. GARDNER: | can foll ow up.

MEMBER DICICCIO And | think I'mkind of
smart enough to know that it's going to be nore, a | ot
nore expensive. But, you know, what would that be --
| ook |i ke, you know what | nean? You don't need to sugar
coat it, because that's not what we're voting on. It's
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just nore of a curiosity on ny end.

MR. GARDNER:  Under st ood.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Thank you

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant, did you have a
qguestion?

MEMBER FANT: No, thank you, M. Chair.
I"'mfamliar with study queues, the cluster study queues
for the mpjority utilities in the state. Funny to say
this, | encourage you to not be discouraged, because
there's significant shortages in power based upon what's
sitting in the queues.

MR. GARDNER: Understood. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN

Q We're going to switch back to Ms. Lytle Bonine,
but before you junp into your testinony slide, there was
a question about hunting nunmbers and gane units in the
area. D d you have a chance to run that information to
ground?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) We did. So we thought the
ki nd of nost hel pful nunbers would be the five-year
average tag nunbers. And so this is fromArizona
Gane and Fish, and for 3A, we have el k or Pronghorn at
500 nunber of permts that is conbined with the Gane and
Fi sh area 3C.
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For antel ope, there are 15 permts. And then
mul e deer, 200 and that is also conbined with 3C

And then for the 4B area, for elk it is |less
than 420 -- I'msorry -- greater than 420. Ml e deer
greater than 250. And that is conbined with 4A as well.
Ant el ope greater than 30. And for turkey it is greater
t han 500, al so conmbined with 4A

Q Thanks. Let's next turn to discussion of
t hr eat ened, endangered, and proposed species, which
begins on Slide 111 of Exhibit West Canp-2.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) So in our initial review
there were six Endangered Species Act or ESA-listed
speci es or proposed species for |listing, or nonessenti al
experinmental popul ations that were determ ned during the
initial 1PaC search fromU.S. Fish and Wldlife Service.

Upon further review and refinenent the CEC
corridor is within the geographical and el evati on range
and has the appropriate habitat conditions for two of
those six species. They include the Monarch butterfly
and the Mexican wol f.

The other four species are unlikely to occur, so
starting with the Monarch butterfly, it is proposed for
listing as threatened, with the nearest proposed
designated critical habitat in coastal California, so
outside of the -- well outside of the gen-tie corridor,
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wel | outside of the state of Arizona.

The CEC corridor is within the species breedi ng
and migration range. There is suitable habitat present.
However, the nearest adult sighting is outside of
30 mles of our CEC corridor.

There's potential for m | kweed and ot her
nectaring plants to occur within the corridor. However,
gi ven that permanent disturbance is typically less than
1 percent of that corridor, we don't believe that
per manent inpacts from conversion of that potential host
pl ant woul d be significant.

And then both the construction and then
operation of the gen-tie project would not preclude
establ i shment of Monarchs in the gen-tie corridor

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: You have stated that the
ampunt of m | kweed and nectar plants | ost would be
insignificant. And while | agree that that's true wth
respect to just this project, | feel that we need to in
today's world | ook at the cunul ative effects.

And |' m wondering whether it would be
feasible to ask that if you should have to destroy sone
of these plants that you mtigate that by planting others
in the general area.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

236



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME Il  10/28/2025 237

MS. LYTLE BONINE: | think that's certainly
sonet hing we coul d consider, especially partnering with
our | andowner and being able to eval uate what woul d occur
duri ng construction.

So that is, again, in line with our
practices for projects and sonething we could certainly
|l ook to see if it's feasible and do.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Pl ease conti nue.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) And then for the Mexican
wolf, it is currently listed as an experi nent al
popul ation and al so a nonessenti al experi nental
popul ati on.

The CEC corridor is located within an area where
the Mexican wolf coul d disperse and coul d be
transl ocated. There appears to be suitabl e habitat
present, but there's been no sighting docunented within
40 mles of the CEC corridor.

Simlar to a lot of the wildlife discussion we
had earlier, there's a limted potential for mnor
effects for displacenent during construction. But, you
know, that limted tenporal inpact is not expected to
I npact any of the essential breeding activities.

And then the gen-tie project wll be perneable
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| ong-termand allow for that wldlife novenent once it's
construct ed.

Q Are you planning to use any mnim zation
measures to reduce potential inpacts?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yes. Qur mnimzation
measures have been identified in Exhibits C and D of the
CEC appl icati on.

We al so are continuing to work with Arizona
Gane and Fish and are working to follow the
recommendations outlined in their August 27 letter. And
this has been referenced in Condition 5 of proposed CEC

Q And just for clarity of record, this Condition 5
is different in what we originally proposed in our
proposed CEC marked for identification as West Canp-5; is
that correct?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) That is correct.

Q And it's revised to reflect the letter from
Gane and Fish that was received nore recently?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Correct.

Q Provi de your overall conclusions with respect to
bi ol ogi cal resources.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yeah, based on our
eval uation and really having six years or nore of study
in this area, we believe that the construction and
operation of the gen-tie project will be conpatible with
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w ldlife and plant species as well as the affected
habitat, and then we're able to achi eve that through the
i npl enmentation of the mnimzation neasures we provided.

Q Now, let's turn to cultural resources, and
descri be your anal ysis, please?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Sure thing. So we, in order
to evaluate the potential effects of the gen-tie project,
we conducted a records search utilizing a whol e host of
sources including aerial photographs, the AZSite
dat abase, geol ogical maps, U S. -- or I'msorry, historic
USGS survey and topo quad maps, the Nationa
Ar cheol ogi cal Dat abase Reports.

Those records indicated 53 historic sites,
hi storic structures, and archaeol ogical site in the study
area. And that study area did include a one-mle buffer
fromour CEC gen-tie corridor.

So you will hear a little bit of a
differentiati on between what was identified in the study
area versus what's in the corridor itself.

Q Descri be your findings.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) There were six historic-era
sites, all of which were outside the CEC corridor. There
was one historic-era in-use structure which interconnects
the CEC corridor, and this is SR 377 which was built in
1971.
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There were 46 previously recorded archaeol ogi cal
sites within the study area, 15 of which were within the
CEC corridor.

And then seven of those 15 archaeol ogi cal sites
within the CEC corridor were recorded in the 1970s, and
their status for listing under the National Register of
Hi storic Places or NRHP is considered and eval uat ed.

Those consi st of one ancestral Puebl oan artifact
scatter, four Native Anerican artifact scatters, and one
habitation site, and then one additional Native American
artifact scatter of indeterm nate age.

The ot her eight archaeol ogical sites within the
CEC corridor were recently recorded, however no
I nformati on was avail able on the AZSite database ot her
than their location. So no NRHP recomendati ons or
determ nati ons were avail able for those sites at this
time, and are going to be considered and eval uated
pending nore information from AZSite and SHPO

Q Speaki ng of SHPO, describe your consultation
W th them

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) W submtted a consultation
request letter. It is provided on the screen on
Slide 124. And is included in the CEC application as
Exhibit E-2. W also included SHPO s response as WC-6.
The SHPO recommended a Class |IIl survey of the portions
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of the corridor that have not yet been surveyed or where
the surveys don't neet current standards, and then an

ar chaeol ogi cal survey consistent with SHPO and Navaj o
County ordi nances will be conducted within the eventual
gen-tie right-of-way, and prior to the commencenent of
construction of the project.

Q Thank you. And has the applicant proposed
standard mtigation neasures and consul tati on neasures
Wi th respect to SHPO?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yes.

Q There was a question yesterday, | believe it was
from Menber Constock asking about tribal outreach.
Descri be your efforts in that area.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yeah, we utilized the
Arizona Consultation Toolkit to identify eight tribes to
initiate consultation. Those tribes included Fort Mjave
Indian tribe, Hopi tribe, Mescal ero Apache tribe, the
Navaj o Nation, Pueblo of Zuni, Salt River Pinma, Maricopa
I ndi an Community, the Tonto Apache tribe, and the Wite
Mount ai n Apache tri be.

The tribal outreach was conducted through
letters which were mailed on July 28. The letters
i ncl uded basic project information including project
overview map and an e-nmail, which tribes could contact if
t hey had any comments or comments.
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The sane tribal groups were sent a foll ow up
e-mai |l on August 29 requesting additional feedback. And
they were al so sent the CEC hearing informational letter
on Septenber 22.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Did you get any response?

MS. LYTLE BONINE: No responses have been
received to date.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay | have one ot her
gquestion, and that is with respect to SHPO  Does SHPO
actual provide oversight to be sure that the Class Il
survey is done, and that all the commtnents that the
applicant makes with respect to any sites that are found
are -- do they have sonebody there who makes sure that
all of this is done?

M5. LYTLE BONINE: There will be survey
reports, nonitoring reports that can be submtted to SHPO
and will be submtted to SHPO. To ny know edge, it would
be uncommon that they have boots on the ground ensuring
that it's done.

However, AES has both internal and external
pr of essi onal standards that we would follow to nake sure
that we're foll owi ng, you know, any reconmmendations in a
report, any permt conditions, mtigation neasures for
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t hat instance.

And then we do also rely on third-party
consul tant review when appropriate to ensure that those
standards are net.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And what woul d happen if
you didn't submt the report on your Class II
ar chaeol ogi cal study?

MR, ACKEN. Let ne -- excuse ne -- |'m
sorry.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Acken | think wants to
answer your question, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Ckay.

MR ACKEN. | viewit as a |legal question
and it goes, |I'lIl ask Ms. Lytle Bonine to confirm but we

have, and as she nmentioned in her testinony, a standard
condition requiring that SHPO be provided an opportunity
to review and coment, and that is proposed Condition 7.
So if we don't conply with that, we're not
in conpliance wth the CEC
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN
Q Ms. Lytle Bonine, do you agree with that?
A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) | agree with that.
MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.
CHW STAFFORD: That would be reflected in
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their annual conpliance filing filed with the Conm ssi on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. Correct. Thank
you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: First, if | could object
strongly to the 1970s being descri bed as historic.

MEMBER FANT: | was thinking the sane
t hi ng.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: For those of us that were
there, it was awesone.

M5. LYTLE BONINE: | concur.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: In all seriousness, you
have several archaeol ogical sites that are described as
prehistoric. Are any of those hieroglyphics?

M5. LYTLE BONINE: Not to ny know edge.

But we'll confirmand circle back if that's not the case.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN

Q | f you could put a bow on this discussion and
provi de your conclusions with respect to cultural
resour ces.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) Yes. So with the conpletion
of the additional archaeol ogical survey and conpliance
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with CEC conditions and avoi dance and mnim zation
nmeasures that we've laid out, the gen-tie project wll be
conpati ble with cultural resources.

Q Thank you.

M. Agner, describe your approach for anal yzing
vi sual resources?

A (M. Agner) Yes. So SWCA conpl eted a visual
resource inventory. And that was done to identify and
characterize the existing scenery and sensitive viewers
wi thin our study area and to identify the |evel of visual
nodi fi cation that would result fromthe constructi on and
operation of the gen-tie project.

Vi sual resource information and data used for
this analysis including desktop research, geographic
i nformati on systemor G S data, aerial photography as
well as onsite field visits to assess the existing
characteristics of the | andscape.

Data was collected for all land within the study
area regardl ess of jurisdiction, and used to develop a
conpr ehensi ve understandi ng of the existing | andscape
condi tions and associ ated scenic and visual resources.

| also just want to quickly note that SWCA
eval uated the study area to see if there were any
specific scenic areas that we should consider in our
anal ysis. However, no specific scenic areas were
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i dentified.

So based on this -- all this data collection, we
determ ned that the existing scenery within the study
area can be characterized as flat, open areas with m nor
undul ati ons topography.

The vegetation within the study area consists of
| arge areas of |ight-col ored perennial grasses, orbs and
shrubs interspersed with dense extensive sage brush
flats.

| also want to note that Pinion Juniper forest
exists within the study area and dot the | andscape with
irregul arity.

Finally, I want to note that there are m nor
dr ai nages and m nor canyon |andfornms within the area.

Qur analysis also determ ned that there are no
residences within the CEC corridor or study area. The
near est residences are approximately 1.4 mles to the
west and 1.4 mles to the southwest of the western
extreme of the CEC corridor.

Just outside of the study area is the sparsely
devel oped Chevel on Canyon Ranch subdivi sion, which is
al so the nearest cluster of residences to the study area.

| also want to note there are several inproved
roadways that exist within the CEC corridor and study
area, including Arizona State Route 377 as well as
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Arizona State Route 77 as well as uninproved |ocal dirt
r oads.

We al so have five existing transm ssion and
di stribution lines which are denoted on the map for the
commttee to get the exact naming of all these
transm ssion |ines.

We al so have ot her notabl e devel opnent in the
area including West Canp wind farm which includes w nd
turbines, a 345kV gen-tie line as well as the APS
Si t greaves Substati on.

Sonme ot her human nodification to the | andscape
that we want to note includes mainly range inprovenents
whi ch coul d include things such as property fencing,
stock tanks, corrals, and ranch outbuil di ngs.

Wth the presence of all of this |andscape
nodi fi cati on and hunan devel opnent, the overall character
of the | andscape can be considered rural range land with
scattered areas of utility and energy infrastructure
devel opnent .

Q You presented visual sinulations as part of the
virtual tour, but I'd like you to take a slightly deeper
dive at this point and explain to the conmttee how you
identified KOPs and the concl usions fromyour analysis.

A (M. Agner) Yes, and before we get too further
along, | just want to note to the conmttee that on one
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side of your placemat is figure E-1, gen-tie project
KOPs. That m ght be a useful map to consider as kind of
we wal k through this exhibit going forward.

But to illustrate the gen-tie project's visual
characteristics, we chose four key observation points
wthin the study area. And these | ocations were chosen
to represent sensitive viewers that were either closest
to the gen-tie project or |locations where the potenti al
for the greatest visual inpacts resulting fromthe
proj ect would occur.

And so now I'Il kind of step through each of the
KOPs.

So KOPs 1 and 2 are representative of travel
route viewers while traveling on dirt access roads within
the West Canp wind farm Viewers in these areas woul d
typically be operations and nmai nt enance crews associ at ed
with the West Canp wind farm but it could be also
| i vest ock grazing operators.

There are no residences within the study area,
and so we have determ ned that these roadways woul d not
typically be used for through travelers.

And then the other two KOPs, KOP nunbers 3 and
4, are representative of travel route viewers al ong
Arizona State Route 377. KOP 3 is representative of
sout hbound traffic, while KOP 4 is representative of
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nort hbound traffic.

Q Thank you. Please present the sinulations.

A (M. Agner) Can do. Before |l get intoit, |I do
want to orient the commttee to how the slides are going
to be laid out.

Just buzzed on ne. One second.

And so on the left-hand slide or in this case
Slide 133, you'll see the KOP nunber identified that
we' re wal king through as well as sonme of the high-1evel
fi ndi ngs.

You'll also see a map of the KOP | ocati on al ong
the CEC corridor as well as its view cone, which is the
area in which the photograph can see that you're seeing.
You'll also see on the left-hand slide or Slide 1233 in
this case the existing condition photograph and then the
ri ght-hand screen will always be the sinulated condition,
or in this case Slide 134.

And so now |'I|l step through KOP 1 now that 1've
oriented the commtt ee.

KOP 1 is a view facing northwest froma dirt
access road that's associated with the West Canp w nd
farm As you can see in the existing condition
phot ograph, the APS Sitgreaves Substation as well as APS
transm ssion infrastructure is very visible wthin the
| andscape.
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And then on the right-hand screen is our
sinmul ated condition. And it's alittle bit hard to nake
out, but there are sone sinulated transm ssion structures
t hat have been superinposed into the | andscape as well as
the potential buildout of the APS Sitgreaves Substation.

And so based on our sinulation of the conceptual
gen-tie project, viewers would have unobstructed views of
the gen-tie project. For reference, the gen-tie project
is approximately 0.9 mles away. Changes to the
| andscape fromthe devel opnent of the gen-tie project
woul d result in a weak degree of contrast to the existing
| andscape as changes introduced woul d i ntroduce sim|lar
fornms, lines, textures, when conpared to the existing
transm ssion |line and substation infrastructure visible
at this KOP.

Gen-tie project elenents would introduce form
line, color, texture and scale common to the | andscape
but woul d be visually subordi nate and woul d not attract
attention. Therefore, gen-tie project visual inpacts to
travel route views at KOP 1 are expected to be | ow.

So noving on to KOP 2. KOP 2 is a view facing
northeast froma dirt access road and is, again,
associated with the West Canp wind farmas well as the
exi sting grazing operations.

And as you can see on Slide 135 in the existing
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conditi on photographs -- wong one -- the SRP
transm ssion line infrastructure is visible in the
background in this image.

And then based on our sinulation of the
conceptual gen-tie route, viewers would have unobstructed
views of the gen-tie project. The gen-tie project at
this location is approximately 0.5 m | es away.

The lines, forns, and textures of the gen-tie
project would be simlar to those of the existing
transm ssion line, but would appear |arger in scale due
to the closer proximty to the viewers than the existing
transm ssion infrastructure that | nentioned previously
at this KOP.

Changes fromthe devel opnent of the gen-tie
project would result in a nobderate to strong contrast
with the existing | andscape, because the changes
i ntroduced would begin to domi nate the visual setting
since view structures would be skylined at a cl oser
proximty than the existing transm ssion structures.

Therefore gen-tie project visual inpacts to
travel route views at KOP 2 are expected to be noderate
to high.

However, | do want to note again that this is
not a through route for residences, and it's also on the
| andowner through which this project is sited, Aztec, and
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he has agreed to this project.

Moving on to KOP 3. This is a view facing
sout hwest from State Route 377. And is again
representati ve of southbound travel route viewers.

And you can see in the existing condition
phot ograph that the SRP transm ssion line infrastructure
still remains visible at this KOP. And although it's a
little bit hard to make out, the West Canp wi nd farm
turbines are in the very far left of the existing
condi ti on phot ogr aph.

So based on the simulation of the conceptual
gen-tie route, travelers would have a partially
obstructed view of the gen-tie project due to vegetation
and topography. For reference, the gen-tie project is
approximately 1.2 mles away.

Travelers at this location wiuld have a short
duration view of the gen-tie project as they travel
towards and pass underneath the gen-tie project. The
primary focus of travelers at this KOP would be the

roadway itself, the strong linear horizon, and the white

linear fornms of the existing West Canp Wnd Farm turbines

that are skylined agai nst the horizon.

The lines, forns, and textures of the gen-tie
project would be simlar to those of the existing
transm ssion line infrastructure, and the changes to the
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| andscape fromthe devel opnent of the gen-tie project
would result in a weak to noderate degree of contrast,
because the gen-tie project would introduce form |ine,
color and texture that is already comon in the

| andscape.

Additionally, the gen-tie project would be nore
visual |y dom nant than the existing West Canp Wnd Farm
turbi nes, but visually subordinate to the existing 500kV
SRP transm ssion |ine.

Therefore, gen-tie project visual inpacts to
travel route viewers at KOP 3 are expected to be lowto
noder at e.

And | also do want to note that the on-site
switchyard may be visible at this KOP depending on final
siting. As noted previously, the on-site sw tchyard
woul d occupy about 30 acres and would be simlar in
appearance to a substation.

The on-site swtchyard is anticipated to
i ntroduce a noderate to strong contrast with the existing
| andscape, as it would introduce new el enents of
di sturbance not typical in the | andscape.

Vi sual inpact on viewers at this KOP would vary
depending on final siting as well as a variety of other
factors such as distance, viewer perspective, duration of
vi ews, intervening topography, screening fromvegetation
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as well as proximty to existing infrastructure.

Now, finally, 1'll walk through the | ast KOP,
which is KOP 4.

KOP 4 is a view facing northeast from State
Route 377 and is representative of travel route viewers
as wel | .

As you can see in the existing condition
phot ograph shown on the left-hand slide or Slide 139, the
SRP transmi ssion line infrastructure is nmuch nore
prom nent at this KOP than it was at KOP 3.

And so based on the sinmulation of the gen-tie,
travel ers woul d agai n have unobstructed views of the
gen-tie project. For reference, it is approximtely
0.6 mles away. Travelers at this location wuld have a
short duration view of the gen-tie project which would be
directly in front of themas they travel towards and pass
underneath the gen-tie |ine.

The primary focus of travelers at this KOP woul d
be the roadway itself, the strong horizon line, and the
existing steel lattice structure transm ssion |ine
t oners.

Changes to the | andscape fromthe devel opnent of
the gen-tie project would result in a weak degree of
contrast because the gen-tie project would introduce
line, color, and texture that is already comon in the
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| andscape.

The gen-tie project would be visually
subordinate to the existing devel opment at this KOP. And
finally, I do want to note that the on-site switchyard
may be visible at this location simlar to KOP 3. But
that woul d depend on a variety of factors as well as the
final siting. But it may introduce a noderate to strong
degree of contrast.

Taking this all into consideration, the gen-tie
proj ect visual inpacts to travel route viewers at KOP 4
are expected to be | ow.

Q Thank you. What are your overall concl usions
wth respect to the gen-tie's potential effect on visual
resour ces?

A (M. Agner) So in conclusion, the gen-tie
proj ect would have either a weak to noderate inpact or
noderate to high inpact fromcertain [ ocations. Wak to
noder ate i npacts woul d be expected by vehicular travel ers
al ong State Route 377, due to the relatively short
duration view of the gen-tie project, and because it
would be simlar in form line, and scale and to the
mul tiple instances of the transmi ssion infrastructure in
the area which results in a |low inpact to scenery.

The overall inpacts to residential viewers wll
be weak to none, due to the distance of the gen-tie
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project fromlong duration viewers with the nearest
resi dence being 1.4 mles.

Hi gher visual inpacts would be expected by
travel route viewers traveling along the access roads
depending on their |ocation, and they coul d experience
m nor inpacts such as those described in KOP 1 or
noderate to high inpacts such as those described in
KOP 2.

However, both of those KOPs, that being KOP 1
and 2, are within the Aztec property. So overall we feel
that the gen-tie project will be conpatible wi th visual
resources within the area.

Q Finally, let's turn to your analysis of noise
and comuni cations. Describe anbient noise levels in the
study area.

A (M. Agner) Certainly. So the CEC corridor
consists of largely open vacant and rural |and that
accomodat es |ivestock grazing, utility corridors, and
sonme ot her uses.

Anmbi ent sound levels in these areas are
generally quiet, ranging from 23 to 37 deci bels during
ni ghtti me hours and anywhere from 33 to 47 decibels
during the daytime hours.

Potential sources of noise in the vicinity of
the gen-tie project include the existing APS Sitgreaves
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Substation, vehicular traffic along state Route 377, high
and | owvoltage transm ssion lines, as well as ranching
activities.

When it conmes to construction, it is expected
that sonme noise will be emtted from construction
activities. However, noise fromconstruction would be
t enpor ary.

Furthernore, because there are a limted nunber
of people in the adjacent properties and because
construction will generally occur during daytinme hours
when tol erance to noise is generally higher, noise
I npacts associated with construction of the gen-tie
project are expected to be tenporary to m nor.

Additionally, | do want to note the applicant
wi || adhere to any Navaj o County-rel ated noi se
or di nances.

Q And what are your expectations for noise |evels
during operations?

A (M. Agner) So sone audi ble noise wll be
emtted by the gen-tie project during operation, and
that's primarily due to what's known as the corona
effect, which is a result of electric and magnetic fields
creating a small electric discharge that ionizes air
close to the conductor itself.

The corona effect can be exacerbated by wet
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weat her. However, that is unconmon in the study area.

Under normal circunstances, the audi bl e noise at
the edge of the gen-tie project's 150-foot right-of-way
will be at npbst 23 decibels for a 345kV |ine or 34
deci bel s for a 500kV Iine.

Ei ther amount wi |l quickly decline over distance
away fromthe gen-tie project itself. And | do want to
note that at the nearest noise-sensitive receptors, which
again are approximately 1.4 mles to the west and
1.4 mles to the southwest, corona noise during nornal
operations would either be indistinguishable from anbi ent
sounds or i naudi bl e.

The audi bl e noise |evel in wet weather could get
up to 48 decibels for 345kV line or as high as 58.5
deci bels for a 500kV line. But that will also be masked
by the rain itself and will decline further away the
receptor is froma gen-tie project. During wet weather
condi tions, corona noise at the nearest noise-sensitive
receptor would |ikely be either indistinguishable from
the increased anbi ent noise or inaudible.

These estimated noi se em ssion | evel s under
normal weat her conditions are well within the anbi ent
noise wwthin the vicinity of the gen-tie project of 23 to
47 deci bel s.

Q Next descri be the potential for the gen-tie
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project to cause interference with communi cati on signals.
A (M. Agner) So potential interference fromthe

gen-tie project can be caused by corona as well as gap

di scharges. The planned regul ar nmai ntenance of the

gen-tie project will mnimze this interference caused by

gap di schar ges.

Corona-generated radio interference i s nost
likely to affect the AM broadcast. FMradio is rarely
affected. Furthernore, as described in ny testinony
earlier and by others, there's a | arge anount of existing
infrastructure in the imrediate vicinity of the gen-tie
project, and there have been no concerns rai sed about the
existing infrastructure causing any interference.

Q And what are your conclusions with respect to
noi se or communi cation interference by this project?

A (M. Agner) So construction and operation of
the gen-tie project is unlikely to cause interference
w th radi o communi cation signals surroundi ng the project
and any interference would only be mnor. Again, only AM
radi o receivers |ocated very near the transm ssion |ine
woul d have any potential to be affected by radio
interference. But those effects would be no greater than
those caused by the existing infrastructure in the
vicinity.

Satellite television signals are at a nuch
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hi gher frequency than transm ssion |ine frequencies are
and not affected by transm ssion |ine operation.

Cable television itself is also |ikew se
unaffected. And then, finally, | want to note that
cel l ul ar phone antennae and nmi crowave receivers are
commonly nmounted on transm ssion |lines, to take advant age
of the added hei ght afforded by the structures which
denonstrates that transm ssion lines do not interfere
with cellular phone tower operations or mcrowave
comuni cati on pat hs.

Therefore there's no significant inpacts to
cellular or m crowave comruni cation signals as a result
of constructing and operating the gen-tie project.

Q So based on your analysis that your SWCA team
did to prepare the application exhibits as well as prior
studi es conducted, as well as your prior experience
testifying before this commttee, I'd Iike you to provide
this commttee with your opinion as to the environnental
conpatibility of the project before them

A (M. Agner) Yes. And so in ny professional
opi ni on and based on SWCA's anal ysis, the gen-tie project
woul d be environnental |y conpatible consistent with the
factors set forth in Arizona Revised Statute
Section 40-360.06 and it is also consistent with previous
proj ects that have been approved by the line siting
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committee.

Q And if you would, 1'd like you to highlight sone
key points fromthe bullets on Slide 149 that | assune
i nfornms your opinion.

A (M. Agner) Yes. So sone of the key findings
i nclude that we would be permanently disturbing a snall
anmount of | and whi ch has already been disturbed by
i vestock grazing related to ranching activities. As
wel | as existing transm ssion |line and energy-generating
facilities.

And as we described previously, the | andowner,
Aztec, is supportive of the project and believes it is
conpatible with his existing | and use.

We have not identified any uni que areas of
bi ol ogi cal wealth that will have any uni que inpacts, nor
did we identify any special status species that woul d
have the potential to occur within the CEC corridor.

We al so determ ned that there would be m ni nmal
vi sual inpacts to any potential sensitive viewers within
the CEC corridor.

The inpacts we did identify would be primarily
al ong the private access roads associated with the
ranchi ng operations as well as the West Canp Wnd Farm
And so again that private |andowner, Aztec, is supportive
of the project and so we don't anticipate there being any
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significant visual inpacts.

As testified to previously, we wll endeavor to
avoi d any archaeol ogical sites and will conduct a C ass
1l survey. And so that will avoid and nitigate any
potential archaeol ogical sites.

We al so want to note that we are 1.4 m | es away
fromthe nearest legally permtted residence, and as |'ve
testified to previously, any potential inpacts that may
occur to them such as noi se or visual inpacts, we do not
antici pate those type of inpacts to occur to those
near est residences.

And so given this total environnent, giving sone
of what | just sunmarized previously, we do believe that
this gen-tie project is environnentally conpati bl e.

Q And does that concl ude your testinony?
A (M. Agner) It does.
MR. ACKEN. Thank you. So it's noon.
We've got a little bit of cleanup. 1|'ve got to nove sone
exhibits. Wuld you rather us do that after |lunch? Some
of the cleanup will require us to cone back after |unch.
CHW STAFFORD: (kay. Let's say we can
admt the exhibits. You ve referenced themall except
for the WC-4 which is witness summaries. You had them
i ntroduced and described their testinony but that exhibit
hasn't been specifically been referred to.
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MR. ACKEN:. Yeah, for the record, West
Canp-4 is hearing -- Exhibit West Canp-4 are w tness
summaries of the four witnesses. W docketed it in
accordance with the procedural order, and it provides an
outline of the testinony that they all provided here
today for each wtness and yesterday.

CHW STAFFORD: So Exhibits WC-1 through 8
are adm tted.

(Exhibits WC-1 through WC-8 were adm tted.)

CHWN STAFFORD: This is a good spot to take
our lunch break. When we cone back you can you said you
had sone cleanup to do and after that you could give your
cl osi ng argunent.

MR. ACKEN: Sounds good. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Let's take a
recess. Let's conme back at 1:15. W stand in recess.

(Recess from12:02 p.m to 1:35 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Acken, | believe you had a few | oose
ends to tie up before you gave your closing.

MR, ACKEN. Yes. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Gardner, there were a coupl e questions that
we still needed to run to ground. Have you had a chance
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to do that on the break?

A (M. Gardner) Yes.

Q One of the questions concern a discussion you
were having with Menber D C ccio about energy conparison
costs. And, of course, you can't discuss specifics in a
public forum

But what information can you provide that woul d
be responsive to his questions?

A (M. Gardner) So, yep, as Bert said, in
speaking with our commercial team we're unable to
provi de specul ati on on potential specific energy costs in
the future.

However, what we can say definitively is based
on third-party market data that w nd generation can
conpete with other generation sources on a price |evel
wi t hout the tax subsidies.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Was that "can" or "can't"?
MR. GARDNER: Ch, can, c-a-n.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Shoul d that be "will"?

A (M. Gardner) May have to.

Q Thank you.

There was anot her question concerning follow up
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on State Land, and | think you had indicated you're still
waiting to hear back from State Land, and | believe you
m ght have further information on that point.

A (M. Gardner) Yes. W heard back from our
State Land contact, and we are able to share our West
Canp 1 right-of-way for the public, and we can share it
as an exhibit to the CEC

MR. ACKEN. Do we have the ability to show
that on the screen? | know we're going to provide
copi es, but do we have the ability to show that on the
screen now? Okay. Geat. Thanks.

So we will mark this for identification as
is W-9. And, M. Gardner, and | say what I'mreferring
to is being shown on the screens in the room and the
heading is State Land Departnent State of Arizona
Ri ght - of - Wy, Ri ght-of-Way Nunber 14-124041-00.

And so I'd like for the record for you to
descri be this docunent before the commttee.

A (M. Gardner) This is the right-of-way that was
granted by the Arizona State Land Departnment to West Canp
Wnd Farm LLC, which is the project that is currently
under construction in Navajo County. This right-of-way
is for ancillary project equipnent, including access
roads and col |l ection |ines.

MEMBER KRYDER: Many, many thanks. That
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shoul d be good readi ng.

MR. ACKEN. And so, Chair, with your
pern ssion once we have copies of this, our plan would be
to submt it and request that it be entered as WC 9.

CHW STAFFORD: Now, this is the one for
the right-of-way agreenent with West Canp 1; correct?
BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Gardner?
A (M. Gardner) That is correct.

CHW STAFFORD: | wanted to make sure that
was cl ear because | alnbst wote it down it was the
agreenent with the applicant, but it's not.

MR. ACKEN:. That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. W:9 is
adm tt ed.

(Exhibit WG9 was adm tted.)

MEMBER KRYDER: And you'll nmake copies for
us?

MR, ACKEN:. Yes.

BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Gardner, were there other followup itens on
your |ist?

A (M. Gardner) Not that |I'm aware of.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME Il  10/28/2025 267

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think that we got
di stracted and went off on a tangent, but one of the
questions that | had was the statenment by a nenber of the
public | ast night at the public comment forum stating
that if one of the wind generators were to disintegrate
It would cover a debris field of two to three mles |
t hi nk she sai d.

Can you guys address that, please?

M5. LYTLE BONI NE: Sure. Making sure that
Bert's giving ne the okay.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, go ahead.

M5. LYTLE BONINE: So it is -- it is
unknown where that figure came from |In all of the, you
know, publicly available kind of scientific literature
that I'mat |east aware of, a debris field or really just
the area where inpacts could occur is usually no nore
than | think it's 1.1 tinmes the tip height, so those are
the kind of m ninmum setbacks you see.

In this instance, the Navajo County
renewabl e energy ordi nance applies a setback, you know,
to parcel boundaries to off-project of nmuch greater than
that. So even if sonething, you know, were to occur that
doesn't match what has been previously studied, this
project would be well set back so as not to cause a
debris field or otherwse in the unlikely event that
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woul d even happen to exit the project site.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And the transm ssion |ine
woul d be outside of that setback; is that correct?

MS. LYTLE BONI NE: Correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. M other question --
and |"'mnot sure this is an appropriate question, and if
it's not, you can tell nme, M. Chairnan.

But | was reading the filing that was nmade
by the Chairman of that letter that came from sone
menbers of the public stating that many of the devel opers
that are comng in are actually funded by foreign
sour ces.

Is this conpany a United States conpany or
is it funded by sonme other out-of-the-country source?

MR, ACKEN. So if | could interject. And I
think this is why Ms. Lytle Bonine was well trained to
allow nme to interject on the |ast one.

We are discussing concepts beyond the
gen-tie itself and the nonjurisdictional facilities,
which we're happy to do --

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's true.

MR. ACKEN. -- and in the interest of full
di scl osure and let's get the informati on out there.

And so | just want to preface that both
wth respect to her response as well as M. Gardner who |
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amgoing to ask himto answer your question, but | do
want to preface that | think, you know, the question
before this conmttee is whether this project is -- the
gen-tie project is environnentally conpati bl e.

Certainly, the applicant matters, and so |
think that's fair gane to ask questions about this
applicant and their conpetence, and so we presented
testinony on that, right? W provided testinony that
this applicant has devel oped nunmerous projects in
Arizona, and that's part of our story for why you should
approve.

So with that long soliloquy, M. Gardner, |
woul d ask that you respond to that question.

A (M. Gardner) And, yes, as a publicly traded
conpany on the New York Stock Exchange it is
headquartered in Arlington, Virginia. It is an American
conpany.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you. And I
appreci ate your understanding in ny feeling in ny
position here on the commttee that | needed to ask that
question. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN. Under st ood.

CHWN STAFFORD: And the applicant is a
Delaware |limted liability conpany; correct?

MR. ACKEN. That's correct. That's what
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we've listed in the application and perhaps in the
proposed CEC, but certainly in the application.
So if | could have one nmenber of the panel
confirmthat, that would be hel pful.
CHWN STAFFORD: And that it's registered to
do business in Arizona.
MR. GARDNER: Both of those statenents are
correct.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN
Q At this time, M. Gardner, 1'd ask if you have
any final thoughts you'd like to share with the commttee
after they've given us their tinme over the past 24-plus
hours, if you could kind of give us your final thoughts.
A (M. Gardner) | want to thank Staff, the
commttee, the public, the reporter, for their tine
during this testinony. W, as |'ve stated, were excited
to continue the work that we have done in northern
Arizona to this point.

We want to aid in our private property owner
exercising their rights to build projects on their |and
and maxi m ze the value of their property, and via the
wi nd farm and gen-tie project, we want to continue to
deliver reliable energy to be a part of Arizona's
all -the-above energy needs for the decades to cone. And,
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agai n, thanks so nuch for the tine.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, sir. | just want
to thank the SWCA of representatives and the AES
representatives for their professionalism

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ditto.

CHW STAFFORD: Any additional questions
from nmenbers?

M. Acken, would you like to give your
cl osi ng.

MR. ACKEN. [|'Ill be very brief.

One of the nice things that | have is the
opportunity to work with great clients. And so sonetines
it's less is nore fromthe attorney. And | think you
heard it best fromthis panel and M. Gardner, in
particular on his comments that he just nmade.

| just want to reenphasize a few points.

You have a project before you that has been
t horoughly vetted and is environnental ly conpati bl e.

It's a gen-tie far fromany residences. Any inpacts wll
be avoided and mtigated as necessary.

And it will allow for ranching as has been
done in this location for decades.

This project is adjacent to the West Canp
project, a project also |located on Aztec | and for which
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the commttee and Conm ssion approved the CEC in 2022.

Since that tinme, nothing has changed to justify a

departure fromthe commttee and Conm ssion's deci sion.
To the contrary, the evidence presented

here only provides further support for that 2022

Deci sion. You have an applicant in front of you who has

proven that it does what it says it wll do, and it

buil ds projects that provide power for Arizona residents

and provides jobs to | ocal residents and opportunities

for | ocal businesses.

Li ke West Canp 1, the project is |ocated on

the private |l and of Aztec Land and Cattle. And | want --
| want to point to figure A-1 which shows the gen-tie for
West Canp that was approved in 2022. It's in the sane
area. That gen-tie actually was approved in a siting
area -- a nmuch larger siting area that included quite a
bit of the corridor for which we're requesting approval
here. So there is past precedent not only for projects
like this but this area specifically.

| thought it was really telling and
interesting that you heard fromtwo ranching famlies
during public comment. You heard fromthe ranching
famly that owns the |land on which this applicant built
and operates Chevelon. And you heard | thought he was
open and transparent about sonme of his initial concerns
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and how this applicant and this team addressed t hem and
has been a great partner to work for and to allow himto
continue to operate his ranch in Navajo and Coconi no
County.

And you heard fromtwo nenbers of the
Brophy famly who said the sane thing and who know better
than the rest of us who have worked closely with them on
West Canp 1 and felt that these are the kind of people,
this is the kind of conpany that | want to work with on
West Canmp 2.

So you have an entity with a great track
record of working with the communities they're in and the
private | andowners on which their facilities are | ocat ed.

| want to anplify what M. Gardner said.
Private rights matter. | think they should matter. You
have a | andowner who supports this adjacent to a w nd

farmal so on that sanme | andowner's | and who supports

this.

And so for those reasons, we really
appreciate your tinme. W thank you. As always | |ove --
| love the questions. | |ove the dialogue and the

intellectual pursuit of this commttee. And we
respectfully request a CEC. Thank you.

CHW STAFFCORD: Thank you, M. Acken.

All right. Wll, as we queue up Chairman's
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exhibits to prepare to deliberate and vote on the CEC,
let's take a brief 15-m nute-ish recess while they get
t he equi pment queued up to start the deliberations.
Wth that we stand in recess.
(Recess from1:50 p.m to 2:04 p.m)
CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.
Menmbers, you should have Chairnman's 1,

which is the PDF version of the CEC on the tablet in

front of you. And we're going to put Chairman's 2, which

is the Word version that we'll be working off of on the

screens.
MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.
CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.
MEMBER KRYDER: | nove approval of the
i ntroduction of Chairman's -- what do you call this,
Chai rman' s 2?
CHW STAFFORD: Chairman's 1.
MEMBER KRYDER: | nove approval thereof.
MEMBER FANT: Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, the
i ntroduction is adopted.

On to the project description.

Now, M. Acken, | added Option A and
Option B in the project description. And | -- it |ooks
i ke my notes say we have Option Ais either 345 or
500kV, and we'll use the existing switchyard that was
approved under CEC 206. And Option B woul d be 500kV and
then a new swi tchyard, which would be up to 30 acres.

MEMBER FANT: Point of order, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: [|'mnot sure this is
necessary, but should we add at the applicant's
di scretion Option A or Bor is that obvious on the -- in
your opi ni on?

CHW STAFFORD: It says here either
Option A or Option B. And | also nodified the first
condition to show that it's one or the other.

MEMBER FANT: Okay. Wthdraw ny comment.

CHW STAFFORD: Let's have the conmittee
nove the project deposition, and then we'll discuss it if
you want to have any nore changes to it.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.
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MEMBER MERCER: | nove project description.
MEMBER KRYDER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER KRYDER: So now it's tine to discuss

CHW STAFFORD: Right. So do we want to
reference nore about what the Option A and B entail ?

MEMBER LITTLE: | think it's pretty clear.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. M. Acken, was ny
description of it accurate?

MR ACKEN: It is, Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: | guess we can get a little

nore detail when we get to Exhibit A because the CEC wi |

approve the corridor as a whole, but then what will go in
that corridor will be either A or B. So | wonder -- |I'm
just thinking ahead. |If we get to that point, do we want

to have each option nore definitively described?

MEMBER LI TTLE: | see what you're saying.
Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So the project
description has been noved and seconded.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Could we go back?

| see your point here, and |I'm wondering
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whet her we've got nore detailed information about the

| ocation for the switchyard, pretty detail ed infornation.
Maybe we need to have nore detailed information about A
and B.

MEMBER FANT: As reflected, M. Chair,
could we add | anguage to sonething to the effect as
reflected on Exhibit -- which one you want to choose.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, ny thought was --

MEMBER FANT: Figure A-1?

CHW STAFFORD: Right. M thought was that
for the exhibits we could still -- you'd have Exhibit A
whi ch woul d be basically what figure A-1 which is what
the applicant intended, correct, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN:. Yes, | believe that's correct.
Exhibit A-1 -- Figure A-1.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Speak into your m crophone
a bit nore, Bert.

MR. ACKEN:. Sorry about that.

Figure A-1 was our intention for what woul d
be Exhibit Ato the CEC. Again, that's shown on one side
of the placemat.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair, perhaps we can
anend sentence one by adding at the end of sentence one
before the period after the parenthetical Option B as
refl ected upon Exhibit A-- 1 -- A A
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MEMBER LI TTLE: But A-1 or A doesn't show
the lines. It just shows the corridors.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Right. That's what
I'"'m saying. Do we want to have additional exhibits?
Because, |like, this would be Exhibit A It shows the
corridor that we're approving. But then they have two
options of howto fill that corridor. And so |I'mjust
wondering if we want to put nore -- so |I'mjust thinking
out |oud here. Because Option A is 345 or 500kV. It's

up to 25 mles and it would use the existing Sitgreaves

Substation, which is the actually the switchyard that was

approved by CEC 206. So whatever it's worth, including
that information in the description of Option A

And then in Option B, it would be only a
500kV line up to 10 mles, and it would require a new
switchyard that would be up to 30 acres in size |ocated
somewhere within the switchyard siting area.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | think we do need that
nore detail because as it stands right now, it just says

that the approved |ocation for the switchyard is on

Exhi bit A

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It doesn't even say that
Option A and Option B or the -- it doesn't show anyt hi ng

about the transmssion line itself, so | think we need
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nore detail .

CHW STAFFORD: M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. So what | would propose is if
we were going to provide nore detail in this description

about A and B, then we reference the figure where those
two are described in this discussion but keep the
corridor map sinple, which is, again, covers both.

So what we could do, if the commttee
foll ows and agrees, is where we have our discussion of
the CEC corridor, we could use -- we could refer back to
Slide 37 of West Canp-2 which showed Option A and
Option B. So you could make a reference here where you
just say as, you know, depicted on Slide 37 to hearing
Exhi bit West Canp- 2.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | personally think that's a
good idea except | think I would suggest that it be
Exhibit A-2, A-3 to the CEC so that it's included wth
the CEC, and then there will be included as part of the
CEC a map that shows what is actually built, one or the
ot her of them

CHW STAFFORD: Right. | see --

MEMBER LI TTLE: O all together and m xed
up part of this and part of that.

MR. ACKEN. So as | understand what you're
saying is you actually have two maps in Exhibit A and
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Exhibit B. Exhibit A mght be referring to -- mght show
Option A and B, but Exhibit B is the approved corridor.

CHW STAFFORD: And ny thought would be if
we | eave the first paragraph intact and then so in the
second phot ograph where we have affidavit -- so it could
be the project corridor and on-site switchyard siting
area as shown in Exhibit A And then you could have --
add a sentence that says Option Ais shown in
Exhi bit A-a, and Option B is described -- is shown in
Exhi bit A-b and includes these two maps from Slide 37 as
Exhi bit A-a and Exhibit A-b.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would like to see that.
| think that's a good idea because, as | said, then
anybody |l ooking at it in the future can go back and | ook
at one exhibit that shows what was actually built, which
one was chosen.

CHW STAFFORD: And | prefer to do it that
way so we're not referring to Exhibit A-a before we
reference Exhibit A which is the overall corridor
approving, and it's broken down into the two subsets of
what could actually happen inside the corridor.

MR. ACKEN. So what M. Gardner's pointing
out is the problemwith Slide 37 it shows concept ual
| ocations of the transm ssion |lines within the corridor.
We don't know precisely where those are going to be. W
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know general locations. So we would have to caveat that
wthit that it's, you know, show ng concept ual

| ocati ons. But what's approved is the corridor. And

t hen what those maps show is conceptual |ocations of A
and B.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, what about A-a |
think is what you're going to do, right? How about those
two nmaps just showing the corridor for just that section,
and then the -- not even showing the line in the
corridor?

MR, ACKEN. So, | nean, the committee can
do what the conmttee wants. Qur ask is for the entire
corridor. W showed those as conceptual wth our
expectation. But once you start changing that to show

this is the corridor for Option A this is the corridor

for Option B, it's no |onger conceptual. It's changed
our approval. W are requesting for the entire corridor.

| understand the concern. | think it can
be addressed by referring to -- those aren't the

conmmittee's determnation of |and use authority, but they
are illustrative of expectations about what Option A and
B m ght | ook I|ike.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. That's the intent.
Because the first Exhibit Ais the corridor. So Option A
could be anywhere in that corridor. They're not -- it's
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not described to be where it's shown on Option A on
Slide 37.

So should we say -- so after Exhibit -- you
know, so the corridor and on-site switchyard siting area
is shown in Exhibit A That's what this nap woul d be.

And then after that we could say Option A
woul d you say potential -- a possible configuration of
Option Ais illustrated in Exhibit A-a.

MR. ACKEN. | see heads nodding that --

MR, GARDNER: O conceptual.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes.

MR. GARDNER: Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: Because the inportant thing

isit's going to be going -- it's going to tie into the
exi sting switchyard fromthe Sitgreaves -- | guess we
don't need to say it's -- because the Sitgreaves

Substation is actually the switchyard that was approved
in 206.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: A conceptual route within
the corridor for Option Ais illustrated in Exhibit A-a.

MEMBER LI TTLE: When | first | ooked at this
application, | had a very hard tinme figuring out which
part of that corridor was A and which part of it was B.
| had to really dig down to figure out what you were
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tal ki ng about .

So | still would Iike to see them separate.
But | like this because it's a conceptual route within
the corridor.

MEMBER DICICCIO. M. Chairman, | think
that works, fromwhat |I'm hearing at | east.

MEMBER LI TTLE: O you could say the
portion of the approved corridor, which will be used if
Option Ais chosen is shown in Exhibit A-a.

MR, ACKEN. So, again, the purpose of the
one corridor -- and | understand the confusion is because
It's unusual to ask for one corridor in which to have two
options. But we -- the testinony is that we thought that
was a benefit. And so we're only going to build one or
the ot her, but by having one corridor we have that
flexibility to build one or the other within it.

Once you start saying you're only going to
start using a portion of the corridor for one of the
options, then we no | onger have authority for an entire
corridor, and that's -- again, that's to the conmttee's
di scretion, but that's not what we requested.

Thi s | anguage, you know, works for us
because it says it's conceptual. You know, this is
consistent wwth what we said we were going to do, this is
what we intend to do, but renenber where we are at in
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design, interconnection studies, things of that nature.
So this gives us -- it holds us to what we said. This is
what we intend to do. But it gives us flexibility for
future engi neering.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's fine.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So we would finish that
sentence after the word "shown" we would say "is shown or
illustrated in Exhibit A-b."

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, | think we should use
just illustrate it both tines.

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yep.

MR AGNER: |'msorry, what did you want ne
to add?

MEMBER LI TTLE: The last shown up there at
the end of |ine 27.

CHWN STAFFORD: After Option B.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Replace that with
“I'llustrated.” For Option Bis illustrated -- what
happened to illustrated?

MR. GARDNER: It's on the bottom

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, that's perfect.

CHW STAFFORD: Can | get a notion?

MEMBER DICICCIO  Mbdtion to approve.
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MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: The notion is to add a
sentence on page 2, line 26 of Exhibit -- Chairman's
Exhibit 1 to add a sentence that says, "A conceptual
route within the corridor for Option Ais illustrated in
Exhibit A-a, and a conceptual route within the corridor
for Option Bis illustrated in Exhibit A-b."

Then the other thing is other suggestion --
oh, that's the notion?

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the anendnent
i s adopt ed.

Before we nove the project description as
anended, | wonder if we're saying the | ast sentence talks
about the final right-of-way width. Do we want to
mention that the new switchyard shall be up to 30 acres?
The new switchyard contenpl ated by Option B

MR. ACKEN. W have no objection. That's
consistent with our testinony.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.
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MEMBER FANT: | nove that we anend -- add a
second anendnent to section B project description to
i ncl ude the sentence, "The switchyard shall include
30 acres nore or |ess."

How s that?

CHW STAFFORD: He's got it, "and the new
on- site swtchyard wll be 30 acres for Option B."

MR. GARDNER Could I make a suggestion?

CHW STAFFORD: Certainly, M. Gardner.

MR. GARDNER: | would just say the on-site
switchyard will be up to 30 acres.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. Yes.

How about the size of the new swtchyard?
And the new on-site switchyard will be up to 30 acres for
Opti on B.

Menber Fant, does that get where we're
trying to go?

MEMBER FANT: That's great.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Second.

CHW STAFFORD: So can | get a notion?

MEMBER FANT: So noved.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: The notion is to add to
Chairman's 1, line 27 after 100 feet before the period to
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add to the sentence to read "And the new on-site

switchyard will be up to 30 acres for Option B."

i s adopt ed.

It has been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none, the amendnent

Can | get a notion to adopt the project

description as anended?

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the project

description as anmended i s adopt ed.

On to conditions.

MR. AGNER: Chairman Stafford, real quick
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am | okay to renove this as depicted on Slide 37 of
Heari ng Exhi bit WC- 2?

CHW STAFFORD: Yes. That was not part of
t he amendnent.

MR, AGNER: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 1.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

Now, | think this condition makes it clear
that they' re either going to build A or B but not both.

Any ot her concern with that from nenbers or
M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN: No. This is consistent with
our testinony.

CHW STAFFORD: Condition 1 has been noved.
Menber Di Ciccio, you were the second?

It's been noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 1
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to approve.

I s adopt ed.
Nunmber 2.
MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 2.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,
I s adopt ed.
Nunmber 3.
MEMBER DI CICCI O Motion
VMEMBER MERCER:  Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHWN STAFFORD. Hearing none,
I s adopt ed.

Nunber 4.
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VMEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

Condi tion 4.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 4
i s adopt ed.

Nunmber 5. Now, | anended this to read as
t he new proposed Condition 5 that the applicant had in
their slides.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you for doing that. It
I's consistent with our testinony.

CHW STAFFORD: | think perhaps we

should -- can we accept the changes so it's easier to

read for the nmenbers? Because this is pretty chopped up.

MR. AGNER: |s that better, Chairman
Stafford?

CHWN STAFFORD:  Yes.

Menbers, it's probably easier to read it
off the screen as opposed to your tablet at this point.

| guess I'mlooking to you, Menber Little,
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to make sure those pages C-13 and D7 fromthe
application are the mtigation neasures that you want to
i ncl ude?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, 1'mnot real sure
exactly -- oh, all three of those is what we're saying,
Exhi bit WC 17

CHW STAFFORD: That's the application.

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Uh- huh.

CHW STAFFORD: And then pages C- 13 and D7
are the sections that have the mtigation neasures
spelled out in them

MR. ACKEN:. For the record --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, that's correct.
That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: kay. Have we noved this
condition yet?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi tion 5.

MEMBER FANT: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: |'msure you'll clean
this up later, but line 18 after "feasible" has two
peri ods.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, that'll be -- that's a
be cl eaned up | ater.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Condition 5 has been noved

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, condition 5

Nunber 6.

Ckay. You went back to the --

MR. AGNER  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: (Okay. Good -- the redlined

VEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove

approval of Condition 6.

MEMBER DI CI CCl O  Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

Now, we had sone di scussi on about bird

diverters earlier. |I'mpretty sure that the
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recommendations for when to use bird diverters is

contai ned in those Avian Power Line Interaction Commttee
gui delines. Cccasionally we do call out specifically
whet her bird diverters would be enpl oyed.

|"minterested to hear thoughts from
menbers on this and the applicant.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairman. |'m
going to turn it over to Ms. Lytle Bonine who testified
on this and is actually famliar with the guidelines and
can speak to the question presented as to bird diverters.

M5. LYTLE BONINE: Yeah. | can confirm
t hat APLI C gui deli nes does include indications for when
bird diverters could be used. So we agree with the
condition as witten and think that's sufficient. But
we're also willing to have discussions if any of the
comm ttee nenbers don't agree.

CHW STAFFORD: | renenber we di scussed a
bit earlier about -- | couldn't recall if there was a
specific place along the route that would seemto
nmerit -- the prior case we had two rivers -- a river and
a creek that were crossed. But in this one I'mnot -- |
don't recall that.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

| think we were tal ki ng about Porter Canyon
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and the fact that there have been a couple eagle nests
down there, which may or may not be currently utilized,
but that was the discussion.

CHW STAFFORD: Porter Canyon, okay. But
that's not a -- that's not a water flow ng through Porter
Canyon?

MEMBER FANT: No, it's not a mgratory bird
route either.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. |'m | ooking towards
t he applicant.

MR. ACKEN. |'msorry, what's the question?

CHW STAFFORD: We were tal king about
Porter Canyon was the place we discussed.

| guess the question is that would the
avi an gui delines, would they recomend or require bird
di verters over Porter Canyon?

MS. LYTLE BONI NE:  No.

MR. ACKEN. And | would add, and | think
it's consistent with what you were saying from your | ast
case and in ny prior cases, is |I've had bird diverters
when we cross water. And Porter Canyon is not. | think
as this commttee saw fromthe photographs that this is
not a perennial water body by any neans.

CHW STAFFORD: Wth that |I'm satisfied
with Condition 6 as it is. |It's been noved and seconded.
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It has been noved and seconded; correct?

MEMBER DI CI CCl O Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Further
di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 6
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 7.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 7.

VMEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

| guess the question | have for the
applicant is that will the | andowner cooperate with C ass
Il cultural inventories for the final right-of-ways that
have not been previously surveyed to nodern standards?

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, Chairnan.

|"mgoing to turn that to M. Gardner who's
been in the closest communication with the | andowner
unless Ms. Lytle Bonine if you know t he answer, but
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ei ther one of you can answer as to your thoughts as to

Aztec's --

MR. GARDNER: Yes, Aztec is happy to allow
for Class Ill pedestrian surveys.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. My understanding is
that if you do end up using state land -- state trust
|and they will require you to do the entire corridor not

just the right-of-way.
MR. GARDNER: That is correct.
CHW STAFFORD: Okay. All right.
Condition 7 has been noved and seconded.
Furt her di scussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 7

I s adopt ed.
Nunber 8.
MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 8.
MEMBER KRYDER: Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
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CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 8
i s adopt ed.

Nunmber 9.

MEMBER DICICCIO | nobve approval,
M. Chair.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of Condition 9.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di G ccio has. Wuld

you |1 ke to second?

VEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove

approval of Condition 9.

MEMBER DICICCIO I'll second it.

CHW STAFFORD: There we
Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

go.

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none,

I s adopt ed.
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MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Move approval of

Condition 10, M. Chair.
VEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHWN STAFFORD: (Qpposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 10

I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 11.

MEMBER MERCER:  Chai r man,
Condition 11.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

| nove

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 11

I s adopt ed.
Number 12.
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VEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove

approval of Condition 12.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Number 13.

VEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove

Condi tion 13.
VEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD. Hearing none,

i s adopt ed.
Number 14.

VMEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
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Condi tion 14.
VEMBER MERCER: Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

10/28/2025

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none,

of 15,

of 16,

i s adopt ed.
Nunber 15.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Move approval
M. Chair.
MEMBER MERCER:  Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye.
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHWN STAFFORD:. Hearing none,
i s adopt ed.
Nunber 16.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Move approval
M. Chair.
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VMEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

10/28/2025

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 16

i s adopt ed.
Number 17.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair, just a

guestion on that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wi ch one,

MEMBER DI CI CCI O 17.

16 or 177

CHW STAFFORD: Let's nove it for

di scussi on t hen.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Ckay.

VEMBER FANT: | nove Condition 17.

VEMBER DI Cl CCl O Second.

CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on, Menber

D C ccio?

MEMBER DI CICCI O  The copy of the results

of any SRP system i npact study. |
part of our conversati on.
CHW STAFFORD:  Yes.
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Option A interconnects with the swtchyard with APS --

MR DICICCIO Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: -- and can be 345 or 500kV.
Option B is a 500kV connection and a new switchyard to
tie into SRP's 500kV |ine.

MEMBER DICICCIO Oh, so this is separated
just for SRP then, correct?

CHW STAFFORD: Right. Because | believe
that they have provided the systeminpact studies for APS
to interconnect with the existing switchyard/substation.
| nean, there's no transforner equipnent in it at this
point, so it's just a switchyard; correct?

MR. ACKEN:. That's correct.

And so the testinony was that we had system
I npact studi es phase 1 and phase 2, cluster studies for
the APS interconnection that Staff was already able to
review. But we don't have those studies for SRP. So our
commtnent is -- consistent wwth M. Gardner's testinony
I's once those studies are available we'll submt themto

Comm ssion staff for review

MEMBER DICICCIO  1'mgood with this
| anguage.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. And then
we'll -- we don't anticipate any nore system i npact

studi es for APS?
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MEMBER LI TTLE: That's not true.

CHW STAFFORD: That's ny questi on.

What's the answer?

MR. ACKEN. M. Gardner.

MR. GARDNER: We do not anticipate
addi ti onal systeminpact studies. However, there are
further studies that APS will do prior to an
I nt erconnecti on agreenent.

CHW STAFFORD: Such as a facility study?

MR. GARDNER  Correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: At which tinme they may
determ ne that there may be sone system upgrades that are
required.

MR. GARDNER: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And so | would like to see
at the end of the |last sentence where it says, "For the
project within 30 days of applicant's receipt of the SIS
and conmply with all requirenents contained therein, as
well as any requirenents or any inprovenents required by
APS. "

MEMBER DI CICCI O Any further studies.

MEMBER LI TTLE: No. We know what the
studies are. They just haven't determ ned what, if any,
nodi fi cations need to be nade to the system And that
w || depend on who all are -- the studies they've done up
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to this point assune that everybody that's in that
cluster is going to build their project.

And that may not be true. There are
several things that may or may not inpact what system
i nprovenents may be necessary. But | want to be sure
that what's also in there is that you wll also conply
wth the requirenents included in the SRP studies, or if
you choose the APS one, that you do what APS says you
need to do.

MEMBER DICICCI O So you're just |ooking
for what capital inprovenents because it's the way it's
worded to as well as any inprovenent required. Not the
studies that require the inprovenents, but just the
I nprovenents thensel ves.

CHWN STAFFORD: But the current |anguage
covers any studies that will be required for Option B
correct, Menber Little?

MEMBER LI TTLE: Maybe what we need to do is
just say --

CHW STAFFORD: Add a sentence that APS --

MEMBER LI TTLE: You' ve got to give the copy
of the SRP system studies to Comm ssion Staff within
30 days. And then the applicant agrees to conply with
all requirenents -- how do we say this?

Because you don't have to conply with SRP
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requirements and APS requirenments if you only connect to
APS; right?

MR. ACKEN. So if | may, | think our
obligation to conply with the studies that are being
conducted by APS and SRP under FERC processes, | think
our obligation to conply is covered by Condition 2 -- or,
excuse ne, Condition 3 which says we're going to conply
wth all plans and regul ati ons of any governnent entity
having jurisdiction, and that woul d include FERC

The intent of this condition was we want to
make sure that we're transparent with Comm ssion Staff.
And just |ike we provide Conm ssion -- we provide
Comm ssion Staff with systeminpact studies that are
avai lable at the tinme of the hearing, we're commtted to
provi ding them addi tional studies after.

So to the extent that they have questions
or concerns, we can address. But our obligation to
conply with those studies is already established by
federal law, and there's a condition to that effect.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That's not consistent with
what we' ve done in the past.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, but we didn't have
t hem where they' ve conpl eted the system i npact studies
Phase 1 and Phase 2 for one interconnecting entity and
then potentially could interconnect with a different
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utility where those studi es have not been done.

| think the last tine | think they -- the
applicant agreed to provide a copy of the interconnection
agreenment to Staff under seal --

MR. ACKEN: So --

CHW STAFFORD: -- subject to a protective
agreenent that they had with Staff.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Not this one because |
wasn't there, but the one before that | believe that we
al so put a sentence in there that said that they would
conmply with whatever requirenents the interconnecting
utility gave them said they had to do things they needed
to do to upgrade the system because of the addition of
this project.

MR. ACKEN. So this condition cones
straight fromcase 249 -- excuse ne, 248, which
understood was the npst recent one that had this fact
pattern.

MEMBER LITTLE: It is. And that |anguage
conply with all requirenents contained therein referred
to the phase 3 study that was to be done by APS, so -- in
248.

MEMBER DICICCI O Wy don't you just wite
it as "as well as any other future requirenents"?

MEMBER LI TTLE: No, that's too vague |
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t hi nk.

MEMBER DICICCIO  Well, it covers
everything that you' re wanti ng.

MEMBER LI TTLE: What we canme up with in 248
was that the phase 3 studies -- this word system i npact
studies is kind of outdated, | guess, with the npst
recent FERC ruling. But they said that the phase 3
studies wll determ ne what, if anything, needs to be --
system i nprovenents need to be made as a result of the
addition of this project to the system

And so the -- conply with all requirenents
contained therein refer to the phase 3 study or the phase
3 of the FERC required studies.

And what we're saying here is that you just
have to conply with all the requirenents that are
contai ned in the SRP study.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  So tell nme why the
| anguage that's so vague that includes everything is not
wor kabl e here? It's sinple. It explains exactly what
we're trying to get at. If anybody ever had to, they
coul d go back to the discussion that occurred over here.
And -- so, | nmean, I'd like -- I'"mgood with that
| anguage.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Menber Little,
it's -- let's see you're tal king about -- you're tal king
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about 248, correct, or 249?

MEMBER DICICCIO It says 248

CHWN STAFFORD: This one here is, but,
Menber Little, I was making sure that --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Well, this is 251; right?
This is 249, | think.

MR. ACKEN. 249 was the R o Sol
i nterconnect which is the tenplate for nost of these
conditions. W specifically pulled this condition out of
248 because they did not have all of their systeminpact
studi es done unli ke 249.

So there is no condition like this in case
249 because system i npact studies were conplete and
reviewed by Staff.

CHWN STAFFORD: Right, yeah, because it was
248 which was Harquahala. And it had -- that was the one
we where they had -- we thought there was two options,
but they wanted to build and m x and match the options.

MEMBER LI TTLE: You are correct.

Bert, it's -- the Condition 17 in 248 says,
"The applicant shall provide Comm ssion Staff with a copy
of the results of all systeminpact studies also known as
t he phase 1 and phase 2 cluster studies for the project
w thin 15 days of applicant's receipt of the SIS and
conply with all requirenents contained therein."
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So we were tal king about phase 1 and phase
2 studies in that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ri ght.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And for that condition for
t hat project.

MR. ACKEN. Yes. And our intent was to
mrror the obligation 248 that applied to the
i nterconnection that didn't already have the studies
provided to Staff. And so that's what we tried to set
forth here because they've already reviewed the APS
st udi es and opi ned on those.

MEMBER LI TTLE:  Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD:. But they were unable to
opi ne on SRP because they hadn't seen any studi es;
correct? That's what the Staff letter said.

MR. ACKEN. That's exactly correct. And
that's why we proposed this condition for the SRP
I nt erconnecti on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay.

MR. ACKEN:. |s that okay?

MEMBER LI TTLE: |' m okay.

MR. ACKEN. Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | see what your thinking
was and | agree.

MEMBER DICICCIO So what is the | anguage
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we' re addi ng?
MEMBER LI TTLE:  Not hi ng.
CHWN STAFFORD: Not hi ng.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  kay.

all that.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yeah. So Condition 17 has

been noved and seconded.
W have not anmended it.
Furt her di scussi on?

MEMBER DI CI CCl O Yes.

10/28/2025

So we're erasing

No, |'m just

none, Condition 17

ki ddi ng.
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "ay
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: Hearing
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 18.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai
Condi tion 18.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Furt her

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in f

(A chorus of "ayes.")
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CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 18
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 19.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi tion 19.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman, | believe
that the applicant has shown that they have a process and
procedure to deal with this. | also understand the
applicant's attorney's concern of changing Staff | anguage
wi t hout goi ng through the process to change it formally.

So I'"'mgoing to withdraw my no and approve
it, but continue to say that this has to change over the
course of tine, and we need to get with Staff to see how
we can change this.

CHW STAFFORD: Maybe we shoul d have
M. Oea cone to one of these hearings.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: | would love to see
M. Oea again. It's been a while.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Me too.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Condition 19 has
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noved and seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 19
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 20.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi tion 20.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

| guess the only thing would be do we want
to reference the size of the switchyard? W put that, |
believe, in the project description. Should we add that
| anguage to the condition?

Menber s?

M. Acken, what is the applicant's
t hought s?

MR. ACKEN. On behalf of the applicant, we
view the entire CEC binding including the project
description. So if the description says it will be a
30-acre switchyard, that's what it will be. But it's
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really up to the commttee if they want to do so for
consi stency purposes.

CHW STAFFORD: |'m not hearing any
appetite to change the existing | anguage of the
Condi tion 20.

And confirm ng the maxi nrum hei ght of
structures is 195 feet.

MR. ACKEN:. Per the application, yes,
that's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Just meking sure.

Al'l right. Condition 20 has been noved and

seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 20
I s adopt ed.

Nunber 21.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Move approval, M. Chair.

VMEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

M. Acken, Septenber 1, 2026, is the
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deadline for the certification letter?

MR. ACKEN: Yes. W proposed that so that
it's consistent with case 187, which is Chevel on, which
actually no | onger has an obligation to submt it because
it's in operation, but also case 206 for West Canp. |It's
for the ease of adm nistration on behalf of the
appl i cant.

CHW STAFFORD: That's what | |ike to hear.

Al'l right. Condition 21 has been noved and
seconded.

Furt her di scussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 21
I s adopt ed.

Nunmber 22.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove
Condition 22.

MEMBER FANT: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
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Condi tion 23.

i s adopt ed.

Nunmber 24.
MEMBER DI CI CCIO  Move approval, M. Chair.
MEMBER MERCER:  Second.
CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)
CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
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(A chorus of "ayes.")
CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 22

Nunber 23.
VMEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Condition 23
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Hearing none, Condition 24
i s adopt ed.

Nunber 25.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove
Condi tion 25.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Just a quick one.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO  So it's simlar to the
guestions | had last week. | don't think it's in this
condition. But the transfer of the certificate you
expl ai ned once before, and | thought you did a really
good job. Could you do that again one nore tinme for ne.

CHWN STAFFORD: It's the way that statutes
and the rules contenplate the transfer. 1It's a notice
requirenment. You don't have to get approval by the
Commi ssion to transfer it. However, because of the
conditions in the certificate, the transferee has -- is
bound by all the ternms and conditions of the CEC

And then under this one the applicant's
still on the hook for the conditions.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Thank you, M. Chair.
just needed a refresher of the | aw
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CHW STAFFORD: In the agreenent or
|l ease -- like | said, this is the applicant's
responsibility with respect to conpliance shall not cease
or be abated by reason of the fact that the applicant is
not in control or responsible for operation and
mai nt enance of the project facilities.

M. Acken, could you opine on the
transferability of the certificates of convenience and --
certificates of environmental conpatibility. | al nost
said the wong certificate.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you. | have not hing
further to add. The Chairman set forth the |aw
accurately. | have transferred a nunber of CECs through
the notice process over the years, and that's exactly how
it's done.

MEMBER DICICCIO  May | explain why | had
issues with it before?

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, but we have -- we've
adopted it al ready.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Yeah, yeah, yeah. That's
fine. That's fine. Let's go. |It's not a big deal.

CHW STAFFORD: Sure. Go ahead.

MEMBER DICICCI O Onh, thank you, M. Chair.

It's just that the way that -- you know, just by
provi di ng notice there are tinmes where, you know, | work
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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in comercial real estate, and |'ve al so worked --

done work at the City of Phoenix, and through our

devel opnent agreenents it always required another step
where you woul d have to go back to the body that gave you
the approval to go through because there -- was it an
arms length transaction; is it a shell conpany; does the
i ndi vidual or the entity have the experience necessary to
do all those things? There is a list of criteria that
either a private owner has or a city has.

So mne was just -- this is just -- you
don't need to respond or anything else. It was just that
was just my concern before.

MR. ACKEN:. | always like to respond.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Ckay.

MR. ACKEN. | agree. It's a unique -- a
uni que condition that only requires notice. You don't
see that with a transfer of a CC&N which does require
show ng of the applicant's ability.

| think where the conmttee and the
Comm ssion can take confort is financeability, right.
These projects don't get built unless they can be
financed. And financiers don't like to put noney unl ess
t hey know that the applicant or whoever's holding the CEC
can do what they say.

Wth that said, | hear you, but that woul d
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require a statutory change under the way the statute's
witten today.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, | think the statute
says subject to other rules and conditions provi ded by
law. | think maybe it's possible the Comrmission inits
rule could require a few nore things. But | think
it's -- when they -- in the existing rules certainly it
is the statute doesn't require anything additional. |
t hi nk possibly rules could be changed to require
sonething additional, but let ne |ook at the statute
her e.

MEMBER DICICCIO It's just where we're at
t oday.

MR. ACKEN:. And it hasn't been an issue to
date to ny know edge.

CHW STAFFORD: Yeah, because the
statute -- the governing statute says that, "Subject to
such limtations and conditions as may ot herw se be
prescribed by law, a certificate may be transferred to
any electric conpany or electric utility agreeing to
conply with the terns, |limtations, and conditions
cont ai ned therein."

So the statute seens to contenpl ate noti ce,
but it does -- the qualifier is subject to such
l[imtations and conditions as nmay ot herwi se be prescribed
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by law, which | think prescribed by |aw could al so
i nclude rul emaking. Don't you think, M. Acken?

MR, ACKEN. Yes. Yes, | would agree with
that. 1It's an interesting question because that has cone
up before, and we've always handled it through notice.
And |I've had clients at tinmes ask ne the sane kind of
gquestion like really that's all you have to do? But
that's all we have to do under the statutory regine.
Agai n, you take confort fromthe fact that these projects
don't get built w thout financing, and that requires
assurance that the conpani es building them know what
they're doing. And to ny know edge, we've not had a
situation with soneone who didn't have proper
qgual i fications holding a CEC

CHW STAFFORD: And if they did, they
didn't build the project.

MR. ACKEN. That's true. They never got
fi nanci ng.

MEMBER DICICCIO So just one quick thing
tothat. I'mnot trying to get into a | arge di scussion
or debate over sonething that it's not going to be
changed anyways. Just for future things, you know, we're
viewing the world as today. W're not viewing the world
30 years, 40 years, 50 years from now when those assets
may be stranded assets, so we're just seeing it as of
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t oday.

And but I'mgood. |I'mready to nove
forward. Thank you.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

| think the energy industries like the
hotel industry where if you are the second party picking
up an asset even if it's 30 years fromnow, you pick it
up at a nmuch lower basis. So it's quite a profitable
vocati on.

| point out that the | egendary survivor of
the O K Corral, Ike Clanton, |ocated just east of
Hol br ook, he left Tonbstone and | ocated just east of
Hol brook. He pointed out that cattle -- he pointed out
that cattle ranching was quite lucrative when you didn't
have to pay for your cattle.

So | think that's true when you're a second
party picking up an energy project if that were a
problem so which neans, |ong | oop, this provision's
fine.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Are we ready to
nove on to Findings of Fact and Concl usions of Law?

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval nunber 1 Finding of Facts and contusions --
Concl usi ons of Law, not contusions.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.
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Fact and Concl

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Finding of
usion of Law nunber 1 is adopted.

Nunber 2.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman, | nove

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law 2.

Fact and Concl

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Finding of
usion of Law 2 is adopted.

Nunber 3.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman. | nove

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law 3.

VEMBER KRYDER: Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Finding of
Fact and Conclusion of Law 3 is adopted.

Nunmber 4.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chairman, | nove
approval of nunber 4 Finding of Fact and Concl usi on of
Law be approved.

MEMBER MERCER:  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Di G ccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO.  This is probably about
the only one I"mgoing to vote no on just because |'m not
sold on the wind farns being environnentally clean, so --

CHW STAFFORD: Ah, yes, but the project
does not include the wind farm

MEMBER DICICCI O | know.

CHWN STAFFORD: The project is the
transm ssion |ine only.

MEMBER DICICCI O | know t hat.

CHW STAFFORD: Fi nding of Fact and
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Concl usi on of

Concl usi on of

Law nunber 4 has been noved and seconded.
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O No.

CHW STAFFORD: Fi nding of Fact and

Law nunber 4 is adopted.

Nunber 5.

MEMBER FANT: | nove Condition 5 -- Finding

of Fact and Concl usi on of Law 5.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?
(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."
(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Finding of

Fact and Conclusion of Law 5 i s adopted.

Number 6.
VEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | nove

Fi ndi ng of Fact and Concl usi on of Law 6.

VEMBER KRYDER: Second.
CHWN STAFFORD: Furt her di scussi on?
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(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, Finding of
Fact and Conclusion of Law 6 is adopted.

And on to Exhibit A The applicant is
going to include figure A-1 from Hearing Exhibit W1,
which is also on the placemat as their proffered
Exhi bit A

Correct, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN. Yes. W included it in the
hard copy, so it's in West Canp-5 is the map we proposed
to include, which provides the same content as Figure
A-1. It just isn't |abeled Figure A-1, but otherw se |
believe it is the same content.

CHW STAFFORD: R ght. It's the map --
yes, it's the everything above the -- the map itself is

the sanme it's just the placemat has the Figure A-1 on it;

right?
MR. ACKEN. That's correct.
CHW STAFFORD: Okay. So that is the
Exhi bit A
Can | get a notion to adopt that as
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Exhi bit A?

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.

MEMBER KRYDER: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Now |l have a
qui ck question. M. Acken, |ooking at Sitgreaves
Substation there's that dotted line, that's the Wst
Canp -- that's | abeled as a West Canp 345kV gen-tie |ine.

| guess are we interested -- are the
menbers interested in adding to that | abel saying that
it's from CEC 206 or are we satisfied with just
identifying it's the West Canp gen-tie line from West
Camp 17

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chairman, | think
that's a good idea just for reference.

CHW STAFFORD: That woul dn't take nuch to
nodi fy, would it, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN. Easy for nme to say no, but I
see Colin is shaking his head, but that's no problem

MR. AGNER: Yes, no problem Chairnan
St af f ord.

CHWN STAFFORD: Can | get a notion to add
CEC 206 to the | egend describing the West Canp 345kV
gen-tie line?

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.
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to Exhibit A

Exhibit Ato i

shown on page

to Exhibit A

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the anmendnment
s adopt ed.

Then | guess we should al so nove to anmend

ncl ude sub exhibits Exhibit A-a and A-b as

- or Slide 35 of Hearing Exhibit WC 2.

MR. ACKEN. Slide 37.

CHW STAFFORD: Slide 37. What did | say?
MR, ACKEN. 35.

CHW STAFFORD: Oh, 37. Excuse ne, yeah
MEMBER KRYDER: So noved, M. Chairman.
MEMBER DI CI CCI O  Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD: (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the anmendnment

s adopt ed.
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get a notion to adopt the Exhibit A

So noved.
Second.

Furt her di scussi on?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD
(A chorus of

CHW STAFFORD:

All in favor say "aye."
"ayes. ")
Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHWN STAFFORD:
anended i1 s adopt ed.

MEMBER KRYDER:

CHWN STAFFCORD

MEMBER KRYDER:
we spoke about briefly?

CHWN STAFFORD:

Hearing none, Exhibit A as
M. Chairman?

Yes, Menber Kryder.

Was there an Exhibit B that

W had Exhibit A-b -- it

was Exhibit A-a and Exhibit A-b to show the two

potential -- what was the termyou used? Let ne scrol
back here.

MR. ACKEN. Conceptual .

CHWN STAFFORD:. -- conceptual routes for

this Option A, which would be to tie into the existing
APS switchyard, and then Option B, which would be to tie
into the SRP system through a new swi tchyard.
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And so these are kind of the conceptual
ways of how it would shake out, but it's all in the sane
corridor. But they'll only do either Option A or
Opti on B.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. | was referring,
rather, to the final discussion by M. Gardner wth
regard to the Arizona | and what ever.

Did we not call that Exhibit B?

MR, ACKEN. M. Chairnman, Menber Kryder, we
identified that, and | believe it was entered as a
heari ng Exhibit, so West Canmp-9. So it's a hearing
exhibit. It wll be part of the record, but not the CEC
itself.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ch, great. Just so it's
i ncl uded. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN. Ri ght.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Can | get a
notion to adopt the CEC as anmended?

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.

MEMBER FANT: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: We'll do a roll call vote.

Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER:  Yes.
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CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT:  Yes.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. And | would like to
thank the applicant for their very professional and
conpl ete presentation and for answering all mny questions.
Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Drago.

MEMBER DRAGO.  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di G cci o.

MEMBER DICICCIO |I'mgoing to be voting
yes. | want to thank the applicant for their
t horoughness. You guys were extrenely thorough. Wl
done, very professional. You answered all the questions.

What | found very inpressive was the way
you handl ed the community concerns. You addressed their
concerns point by point.

If you haven't noticed, I'mnot a big fan
of wind farnms. | know that's what we're approving today
because | will be told that, so | have reiterate it. But

| just think that they have environnmental issues. That's

my end of it, you know.
So but | do want to thank you for all the
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work that you guys put into, which was extrenely
extensive. And as you nove forward on other projects the
nore extensive you are the better off you are.

Thank you, M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

And | vote "aye."

So by a vote of eight "ayes," zero "nays"
the certificate i s approved.

Can | get a notion fromthe nenbers to
allow the Chair to correct scrivener's errors, typos, and
to sign and file the certificate with the Comr ssi on?

MEMBER MERCER: So noved.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Second.

CHW STAFFORD: Further discussion?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: All in favor say "aye."

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHW STAFFORD:. (Opposed?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: Hearing none, the notion
carries.

Well, thank you much. 1'd like to thank
the applicant for their presentation and for | have to
say that I'mintrigued by the way that they' ve done
busi ness here because you have one of the common gri pes,
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| guess, against renewable energy is that it's displacing
the land fromother things. | guess that's nore so for
things with the large footprint |ike solar, but with the
wi nd you're able to construct 500 negawatts of
generation, and the land that it's on will still be used
for the sane use it's being used for right now, which is
grazing for cattle.

And then with the full support of the
| andowner that's -- | think that's the way you have to do
it. It's -- you know, the person who owns the |and has
fully enbraced this. |It's not being, you know, forced on
sonebody. They are a willing participant. They're a
partner. And you can both use the |and for different
purposes at the sanme tinme, and that is -- that is
encour agi ng.

|"d like to thank the court reporter and
the AV team that makes this all possible.

Anyt hi ng further from nmenbers?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD: W th that, we are
adj our ned.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 3:11 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor am| in any way interested in the
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| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
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