© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025

BEFORE THE ARI ZONA PONER PLANT LS-452
AND TRANSM SSI ON LI NE SI TI NG COW TTEE

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLI CATI ON
OF WEST CAMP WND FARM I'l, LLC,

I N CONFORVMANCE W TH THE

REQUI REMENTS OF ARI ZONA REVI SED
STATUTES § 40-360, ET SEQ, FOR A
CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
COVPATABI LI TY AUTHORI ZI NG THE
VST CAMP 2 WND FARM GEN-TI E

g DOCKET NO.
)
)
)
)
g
PRQJECT, WHI CH | NCLUDES THE g
)
)
)
)
)
)

L-21204A- 25- 0207- 00251
LS CASE NO. 251

CONSTRUCTI ON OF A 345

KI LOVOLT(KV) OR 500 KV

TRANSM SSI ON LI NE AND ASSOCI ATED
| NTERCONNECTI ON FACI LI TI ES
LOCATED W THI N NAVAJO COUNTY,

ARl ZONA.

EVI DENTI ARY HEARI NG

At : Fl agstaff, Arizona
Dat e: Cct ober 27, 2025
Fil ed: Cct ober 31, 2025

REPORTER S TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS

VOLUME |
(Pages 1 through 150)

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Court Reporting, Video & Videoconferencing
1555 East Orangewood Avenue, Phoeni x, AZ 85020
602. 266. 6535 adm n@l enni e-reporting.com

By: Jennifer Honn, RPR
Arizona CR No. 50558

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025

VOLUME | Cct ober 27, 2025 Pages 1 to 150
VOLUME | | Cct ober 28, 2025 Pages 151 to 333

© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

| NDEX TO PROCEEDI NGS

| TEM PAGE

Opening Statenment of M. Acken

Presentation of Virtual Tour
Publ i ¢ Comment Sessi on
Gl osing Statenent of M. Acken
Del i berati ons
Vot e

| NDEX TO THE TOUR

STOP PAGE
(No tour taken.)
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

97
137
271
274
329



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

W TNESSES

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME |

10/27/2025

| NDEX TO EXAM NATI ONS

Colin Agner, Corinne Lytle Bonine, Jordan Ranlj ak,

and Robert Gardner,

WC- 2
WC- 3

WC- 5
WC- 6
WC- 7

/1

Exam nation By M. Acken

| NDEX TO EXHI BI TS

DESCRI PTI ON | DENTI FI ED

Application For Certificate
Envi ronnmental Conpatibility
(CEQ)

- for the Applicant

(filed Septenber 15, 2025) -

title page only
Wt ness Presentation Slides

Public Qutreach Summary
Exhi bi t

W tness Summari es
Proposed Draft CEC

SHPO Cor r espondence
Route Tour and Itinerary

ACC Uilities D vision
Cor respondence

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
www. gl enni e-reporting. com

PAGE
17
ADM TTED
of 217 263
15 263
126 263
262 263
83 263
240 263
133 263
86 263
602. 266. 6535
Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME |

10/27/2025

| NDEX TO EXHI BI TS (conti nued)

Ref er ence

ADM TTED

NO. DESCRI PTI ON | DENTI FI ED
WC- 9 State Land Departnent State of 265
Ari zona Ri ght-of -\Wy,
Ri ght - of - V\ay
Nurmber 14-124041-00
CHWN- 1 Proposed Form of CEC 274 For
CHWN- 2 CEC with Edits 274 For

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
www. gl enni e-reporting. com

Ref er ence

602. 266. 6535

Phoeni x,

AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N e
w N R O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025

BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee at, Flagstaff, Arizona, commencing at 1:00 p. m

on Cctober 27, 2025.

BEFORE: ADAM STAFFORD, Chai r man

M CHAEL COMSTOCK, Arizona Corporation Conm ssion
LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environmental Quality
R DAVI D KRYDER, Agricultural Interests

SAL DICICCI O Incorporated Cities and Towns
MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, General Public

DOUGLAS FANT, General Public

GABRI ELA SAUCEDO MERCER, General Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

Al bert H Acken

ACKEN LAW

111 East Dunl ap Avenue
Suite 1-172

Phoeni x, Arizona 85020
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CHW STAFFORD:. Let's go on the record.

Now is the tinme set for the hearing on the
application of West Canp Wnd FarmlIl, LLC, for a
certificate of environnmental conpatibility, Docket No.
L- 21204A- 25-207-00251 in the Line Siting Case 251.

Let's take the roll call of the nenbers.

Menmber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Here.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Mercer.

I T N R e e N T = = T
N P O © 00 N o U~ W N R O

MEMBER MERCER: Here.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.
MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Present.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.
MEMBER FANT: Here.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Present.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Drago.
MEMBER DRAGO. Present.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di G cci o.
MEMBER DICICCI O |'m here.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Let's start by

N NN
o b~ W

taki ng the appearance of the applicant.

MR. ACKEN. Good afternoon, Chairman and
Menbers of the Committee. Bert Acken of Acken Law on
behal f of the applicant, West Canp Wnd Farm I, LLC

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ
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CHW STAFFORD: Would you like to make an
openi ng statenent?

MR, ACKEN. | would if | can get that frog
out of my throat. Apparently |I'm not ready.

So, yes, thank you. Appreciate the
conmttee comng up to Flagstaff. There are a fewitens
I want to highlight in our opening. Mst of this is what
you expect to see. Here's our agenda for the hearing.
Wtness introductions. A little bit about the applicant.

This is an interconnection for a wnd
project, a gen-tie, and so we'll talk a little bit about
the wnd farmand then get into the nuts and bolts of the
gen-tie project. W have a virtual tour to present to
the commttee today. And we will go over public notice
and outreach that was done for the project. And provide
testi nony on environnental conpatibility.

The fewitens | want to highlight for the
conmttee in ny opening, just to orient you. On the
right is a map. You wll see us go through this map in
the testinony that shows the requested corridor. |It's on
a three-panel figure. But that's one transm ssion |ine
corridor. It is unique in ny cases in that it is we are
95 percent on private land. A small portion is on state
trust | ands.

Al so of note with respect to the private

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| ands, they are zoned a general owned by Aztec Land and
Cattl e Conmpany. Easenents are placed with Aztec, and you
will hear froma nenber of the Brophy famly at public
comment this evening with respect to their thoughts on
t he project.

Uility facilities are permtted use in
this area of Navajo County. You're also going to hear a
bit about the Navajo County entitlenent process that the
wind farmw Il go through, the nonjurisdictional w nd
farm

But we know the Conmittee |likes to hear
that, and this team has been active in Navajo County with
respect to building and operating projects for over five
years, and has a deep, close working relationship wth
Navaj o County that we will talk about.

We have two corridor options that we --
or -- | m sspoke.

We are requesting authority for two
I nterconnection options, both |ocated within the sane
corridor. And we'll present testinony on that, but |
wanted to preview that, that you're going to hear about

Option A and Option B. They are both located in the sane

corridor.
So alittle bit about AES.
AES is a Fortune 500 conpany. | have
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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represented themtw ce before this commttee; once in
2019 and once in 2022 for gen-tie projects located in
northern Arizona.

On the right screen you see, and we will go
through all of these slides, the nunbers are tied to the
presentation slide. |[|'mkind of picking and choosi ng as
we go through

On the right you see, "Wat does AES have
i n operation and construction in Arizona?" And it's a
m x of solar, battery, and wi nd generation projects, but
it's thousands of negawatts.

So AES knows Arizona, has been a partner to
Arizona utilities and Arizona communities for sone tine.

Alittle bit nore context, | think, is
useful for this project which is called Wst Canp 2, and
what about West Canp 1? So we sited West Canp at that
tinme in Case 206 in 2022. The map on the far left on
Slide 30 shows you the footprint of the West Canp w nd
farm That project is under construction nearing the
conpl etion of construction.

As you see on that far left slide -- excuse
ne -- the far left nmap, a portion of our corridor crosses
t hrough that West Canp W nd Project boundary and nay use
infrastructure and what's been constructed for West Canp
for this project as well.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Most of West Canp is, or perhaps all of it
is also largely within the boundaries of the |and
hol di ngs of Aztec, so this is a | andowner who the
appl i cant has worked closely with on, this is just the
second tinme they've gone through this process.

Again, a strong working relationship with
the | ocal | andowner and the conmmunity. |[|'ve nentioned we
have two interconnection options within one corridor.

Option Ais an interconnection to the
exi sting APS Sitgreaves substati on which AES has built as
part of West Canp 1. And so we are seeking authorization
to interconnect at either 345kV or 500kV at that existing
switchyard. It could be an up to 25-mle transm ssion
line to interconnect to the APS systemin the area.

Option B would be a shorter transm ssion
line within the sanme corridor to interconnect with SRP's
500 Chol | a- Sugar | oaf - Cor onado transni ssion |ine.

Option B would al so include the
construction of a new on-site swtchyard to facilitate
that i nterconnection. W are requesting the authority to
build one or the other, and we'll explain why we're
seeking the flexibility but not both at this tine.

MEMBER KRYDER: But not both.

MR. ACKEN: Correct.

So why are we here? We will present

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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testinony as to the purpose and need that this committee
hears frequently these days, perhaps even nore frequently
about the extensive demand for new energy resources in
Ari zona.

And this project fits into that sol ution.
AES as you can see fromprior slides knows Arizona, knows
how to work with Arizona utilities, and has successfully
put infrastructure in the ground to serve Arizona
cust omers.

Al so under Option A, it would create the
ability to further utilize that Sitgreaves sw tchyard
that was devel oped as part of West Canp 1. So here's an
opportunity to take advantage of new i nfrastructure that
has been built in Arizona with the intent to facilitate
future gromh, and Option A would provide that.

But there's still Option B. And so in
Option B, the testinony will show that that creates
i nterconnection optionality and market flexibility. W
are in a dynamc, fast changing environnment both with
respect to getting into queues as well as future
custonmers and the ability to interconnect at either APS
or SRP with the existing network in the area.

W intend to show that that is a great
benefit of this project. And as | nentioned, it all ows
AES to build on their proven track record.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| want to nention public involvenent. And
so there's a couple pieces. You wll hear the applicant,
again, talk about their participation in Northern
Arizona, their active engagenent, their investnent in the
communities that they are in for over the past five
years.

That has given the AES team great i nsight
into the concerns of the local community and how to build
proj ects that address comunity concerns and can best
neet the needs of Arizona's energy users.

Specifically for this project, the team
conduct ed open houses, mailers to surroundi ng residents,
not just of the corridor but of the nuch larger wind farm
footprint.

And as a result of AES' s long history in
this area and this nore recent outreach, the end result
is we don't anticipate a negative opposition to this
project. W have not seen it to date.

What we w |l present is we had one resident
at the open house who had questions about the proximty
of wind turbines to her residence. And this team sat
down and nmet with her and addressed those concerns.

O her two conments, again, there's only
three, we will talk about coments from Gane and Fi sh,
whi ch Gane and Fish provided their mtigation neasures as

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025 13

you woul d expect to see fromthem and we wll| address
that during our discussion of environnental resources as
well as a letter fromthe Cty of Hol brook docunenti ng
exi sting plans in the area which, again, we wll discuss
in environnental resources.

Maybe if | hit the right button.

Wth respect to land use, the project is
entirely located in Navajo County. And as | nentioned
earlier, 95-plus percent is |located on | and owned by a
si ngl e I andowner who supports the project and wl|
provi de public comrent.

But of course that's not the end of the
story. W are here for a certificate of environnental
conpatibility. And we have a very robust anal ysis that
has been done for this project. Both with respect to the
CEC exhibits that you expect to see as well as additional
anal yses that have been done on the site in the years
prior.

So we have a team of w tnesses who are
eagerly looking forward to the opportunity to share with
you the results of that analysis. And you will see the
summary of environnmental conpatibility and what we

anticipate to show in testinony that the wi nd turbine

that this gen-tie will interconnect will disturb a
relatively small amount of land. It's an area as you see
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025 14

on the photo on the right screen, it's an area that is
exi sting range | and.

This is a conpatible use because it wl|
al l ow the ranch owner the continued use of his ranch for
generations to cone. This project will not disturb areas
of biological wealth, mninmal visual inpacts because it
is far fromany residences or any viewers other than
al ong one state hi ghway.

The other thing on the right screen that |
want to highlight, that second photo, it |ooks like a
rendering, but that is the newly constructed Sitgreaves
Substation that was built for West Canp 1, that we nay
use, what we would use for the interconnection under
Option A

So with that, we |ook forward to the
opportunity to provide testinony to you. W think
that -- we hope that you agree at the end of the
testinony that this project provides interconnect
flexibility for needed power, and it's |located in an area
that has existing infrastructure, significant existing
infrastructure that we can use, is adjacent to an
existing wind project, the gen-tie for which this
comm ttee and Comm ssion approved in 2022, and is
environnental |y conpati ble for the reasons that you w ||
hear today and tonorrow.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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So with that, the last thing I'lIl do is
just kind of orient you. W have the application; should
be on your tablets. W have a couple copies in the room
We al so have a hearing binder with a nunber of exhibits
that we will go through throughout the course of the
hearing, which includes the slide deck, so if you wanted
to follow along, that has been marked for identification
as West Canp- 2.

And again, there's a couple hard copies
around. And we al so have a placemat that shows, this is
probably the best map of the corridor, this is Figure A-1
to the application, but provides a good reference when
we're providing testinony, if you're visual |ike ne and
you want to see the corridor and understand the context
of where we're | ocat ed.

So with that, I'mready, | think the
Wi tnesses are ready. Are there any questions fromthe
conmmttee that you' d like to have raised at the outset
we' |l | be happy to address.

CHW STAFFORD: W11 you be presenting all
your w tnesses in a panel?

MR. ACKEN. | will. So I have Jordan
Ram jak. | cane close. Robert Gardner. Corinne Lytle
Bonine, and Colin Agner. Al four witnesses | would |ike
to swear in as a panel.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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CHW STAFFORD: Wuld they |ike an oath or
affirmation?

M5. RAMLJAK: We prefer an affirmation.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So this is
directed to all the w tnesses.

Do you affirmthe testinony you will give
in this matter will be the truth, the whole truth, and
not hing but the truth, taking into consideration the
penalty for perjury in the State of Arizona?

M. Agner?

MR. AGNER  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Ms. Boni ne?

MS. LYTLE BONI NE:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Ms. Raml jak?

M5. RAMLJAK:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Gardner.

MR. GARDNER:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: And please tell ne howto
pronounce your | ast narne.

MB. RAMLJAK: Ranlj ak.

CHWN STAFFORD: Ram j ak.

M5. RAMLJAK: You can say Ran j ak.

CHW STAFFORD: Ramljak. GCkay. Thank you.
| shall try to pronounce that correctly henceforth.

M. Acken.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR. ACKEN. Thank you, M. Chairman. | was

actually prepped on that, and you see how well | did.

COLI N AGNER, CORI NNE LYTLE BONI NE, JORDAN RAM_JAK,
and ROBERT GARDNER
call ed as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of the
Appl i cant, having been previously affirmed by the
Chairman to speak the truth and nothing but the truth,

were exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR ACKEN

Q So we're going to start off -- and | nmay be a
little nore informal -- Jordan, if you would pl ease state
and busi ness address for the record.

A (Ms. Ramljak) M nane is Jordan Ranmljak. My
busi ness address is 282 Century Place, Suite 2000,
Loui svill e, Col orado, 80027.

Q By who are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A (Ms. Ramljak) |'menployed by the AES
Corporation and |I'm a manager of Western Wnd
Devel opnent .

Q Next descri be your educational and professiona
backgr ound.

A (Ms. Ramljak) | received a bachelor of science

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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in civil and environnental engineering fromR ce
University in Houston, Texas. | have been working in the
wi nd energy industry for just over eight years now.

Spent nost of that tine at one of the |argest w nd
tur bi ne equi pnent manufacturers in the United States.

And |'ve been at the AES Corporation for 15 nonths now.

Q And what is your role with respect to the
gen-tie project and the CEC application?

A (Ms. Ramljak) | amthe devel opnment manager for
both the West Canp Wnd Farm and gen-tie project. So |
amthe | ead on all project-specific information for the
project in the devel opnent phase.

Q And what topics will you cover in your testinony
t oday?

A (Ms. Ramljak) | will provide an overview of the
application and describe the West Canp 2 Wnd Farm and
gen-tie project. 1'll also describe our two proposed
route options for the gen-tie projects, the CEC corridor
w thin which the gen-tie project will be | ocated, and the
desi gn paraneters for the gen-tie project.

Q Next, Rob, please state your nane and busi ness
addr ess.

A (M. Gardner) M nane is Rob Gardner. My
busi ness address is 282 Century Place, Suite 2000,

Loui svill e, Col orado 80027.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A (M. Gardner) |'menployed by the AES
Corporation, |I'ma senior nmanager of Western Wnd
Devel opnment, working on projects throughout the western
United States.

Q Next, describe your educational and professiona
backgr ounds.

A (M. Gardner) | received a bachelor of arts in
mat hemati cal econom cs from Col orado Col | ege | ocated in
Col orado Springs, Colorado. |'ve been working for
AES-affiliated conmpanies for over six years, all of those
years working on wind farns throughout the western United
States. And | previously testified before this commttee
in Case 206 for the West Canp Wnd Farm

Q And what is your role in this gen-tie project?

A (M. Gardner) |I'mresponsible for the overal
devel opnment and commerci ali zation of the West Canp Wnd 2
w nd farm and associ ated gen-tie project.

Q And what is the purpose of your testinony?

A (M. Gardner) 1'Ill provide an overview of the
AES corporation, talk about the need case for this
proj ect, and discuss the public outreach that we
conducted for the CEC application.

Q Corinne, you're next. Please state your nane
and addr ess.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) M nane is Corinne Lytle
Bonine. My business address is 282 Century Pl ace,

Sui te 2000, Louisville, Colorado 80027.

Q And by whom are you enpl oyed?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) |'menployed by AES
Corporation as a director of environnental permitting
focusi ng on our devel opnent and construction and
operating wnd projects. |'malso the environnental
permtting and conpliance |lead for specifically the Wst
Canmp Wnd 2 gen-tie project.

Q Next descri be your professional and educationa
backgr ound.

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) | received a bachel or of
arts degree in environnental studies fromthe University
of California Santa Barbara. |[|'ve spent close to
20 years working in environmental permtting and
conpliance, the last alnost three of which have been with
AES.

And |'ve always had a focus in energy and
transm ssi on devel opnent. | have provided testinony in
ot her state proceedi ngs including Wom ng and Cal i fornia,
and also in front of the California assenbly sel ect
commttee on permtting reform And |I've recently
el ected to be the vice president of the Association of
Envi ronnment al Prof essi onal s.
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Q And what has been your role in this project?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) | provided review, analysis
and support of the environnental analysis conponents of
the application, and 1'lIl continue to |ead the
envi ronnmental permtting and conpliance efforts
t hroughout the life of the gen-tie project.

Q And what topics will you cover?

A (Ms. Lytle Bonine) | wll cover an overview of
our environnmental resources nmanagenent program and how we
site projects to be environnmental ly conpati bl e.

As well as specifically the environnental
studi es conpleted in support of the application,
i ncludi ng | and use and recreation purposes, environnental
studies in general, our biological resources and cul tural
resour ces.

Q Thank you.

Colin, please state your nanme and address.

A (M. Agner) M nane is Colin Agner, and ny
busi ness address is 343 West Franklin Street, Tucson,
Arizona 85701.

Q By whom are you enployed and in what capacity?

A (M. Agner) | ama |ead project manager for
SWCA Environnmental Consultants, and | was the subject
matter expert for the CECin this case.

Q Descri be your educati onal and professiona
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backgr ound.

A (M. Agner) | have a bachelor of science in
envi ronnment al science from West m nster
Coll ege in New Wl li ngton, Pennsylvania, and a master of
science in planning fromthe University of Arizona in
Tucson, Arizona. | have over 15 years of experience in
envi ronnental consul ting.

Q And what is SWCA's role in this project?

A (M. Agner) So SWCA was retained by the
applicant to assist in the preparation of the CEC
application as well as the associated environnent al
studi es that support the CEC application.

Q And have you testified before the commttee
previ ousl y?

A (M. Agner) Yes. | have testified before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee in case nunbers 219, 229, 237, and 241.

Q And what is the purpose of your testinony today?

A (M. Agner) So the purpose of ny testinony
today is to provide the Line Siting Commttee with
i nformati on about environnmental studies that were done to
support the CEC application.

Specifically, I will cover visual resources,
which is application Exhibit E, noise and interference,
which is application Exhibit I.
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"Il also wal k the commttee through the virtual
tour as well as go over the CEC notice of hearing
outreach efforts.

Q Thank you, all

Rob, in nmy opening | nmentioned a little bit
about AES and its -- who AES is and its active presence
in Arizona, but |I'mnot under oath, you are. So I'd like
you to provide a little bit of background about the
applicant, West Canp Wnd Farm 2, and how that fits
wi thin the AES corporate structure.

A (M. Gardner) O course.

Let me get famliar with the clicker.

So West Canp Wnd Farm 2 is an indirect
subsidiary of the AES Corporation. As Bert alluded to
AES is a Fortune 500 gl obal independent power producer.
We're in the business of producing and distributing
el ectrical power throughout the world with a strong focus
in the United States.

AES has gl obal assets, over $47 billion worth,

i ncluding 32 gigawatts of m xed-energy assets. So AES,
as | nentioned, is not only a wind conpany. W are in

t he busi ness of producing el ectrons when they're needed,
where they're needed and distributing themto custoners.

It's headquartered in Arlington, Virginia, and
of note to this commttee, AES currently owns and
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operates over 2800 mles of transm ssion |ines throughout
the country along with many hi gh-vol tage substations and
swi tchyards and just infrastructure throughout the
country.

So on the right, you'll see all of the states
wthin the U S. where AES has operating assets and ||
focus a little bit nore on Arizona in the next slide.

CHW STAFFORD: The slide you're referring
to is Nunber 9 of hearing Exhibit 2.
MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. M apologies, I'll
reference the slide nunber.
BY MR ACKEN
Q So current on the screen is Slide 9 on the left
and Slide 10 on the right. And the Slide 10 shows the
map of U S. assets. Is that correct?
A (M. Gardner) That is correct.
Q You nentioned the Arizona presence. Let's turn
to that next.
A (M. Gardner) Arizona is one of our core
mar kets as a conpany. W have gigawatts of operational
assets within the state. | wll focus nostly on the w nd
aspect.

|"ve had the privilege of working, devel oping,
and spending a lot of tinme in northern Arizona over the
years wor king on our Chevelon Butte wind farm and our

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

24



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025

West Canp wind farm Chevelon Butte is currently the
| argest operational wind farmw thin the state of Arizona
at 454 negawatts. That project is |ocated in Coconino
County nostly with a few turbines in Navajo County.

We are close to breaking our record with the
West Canp Wnd Farm That project is 500 negawatts
| ocated entirely in Navajo County. That project is
currently under construction. W are anticipating
swi tchyard energi zation by the end of the year and ful
comrercial operations in QL or @ of 2026.

MEMBER KRYDER:. M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: One second. One second,
Menmber Kryder.

You referred to the prior slide as Slide 9.
In the hearing exhibits that | have nunber 2 is Slide 18.

MR. ACKEN. Yeah, | see they're not
matching. So we'll correct that on a break. But let's
use the hard copy, and so | did, I was |ooking at the
slide on the screen. So we should have referred to the
map of the U.S. as Slide 18. And then AES in Arizona is
Slide 19 and 20.

Thank you for correcting that, or catching
that and that is in the West Canp-2, and what we'll try
to do on the break is see to it that our nunbers on the
el ectronic version match the hard copy version.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

25



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025 26

CHW STAFFORD: It seens |like the total
nunber of slides is what's on the hard copy and on the
tabl et, just the ones you have for the presentation are
left and right, and they have the same nunber as opposed
to being consecutive as they are in the exhibit, the
physi cal exhibit.

MR. ACKEN:. Yes. That'll be a fun project
to fix on a break. So ny apol ogies, but we'll get that
squar ed away.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you for the
clarification work that's comng up on the slides. That
was one of ny concerns.

The other is a question to M. Agner. |
see on slide whatever that is, 11, | guess, whatever is
on the right-hand screen.

CHW STAFFCRD:  20.

MEMBER KRYDER: 20, okay. That you have
both wind and solar there. Are there any -- and | know
this is nonjurisdictional, but do you have any battery
facilities at all, M. Agner?

A (M. Agner) So Menmber Kryder, thank you for
that question. | think that woul d be best addressed by
Rob, as he works for AES. He'll be able to speak to
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t hat .

MEMBER KRYDER: If you're going to touch
that later, we can pass on it till later.

MR. GARDNER: That would be fine to touch
on now. We do have battery storage facilities operating
wthin Arizona, if you want nme to opine on that at all
pl ease | et ne know.

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah, at sonme point |I'm
just interested because that's always an interesting
conponent when you see wind and sol ar and, again,
recognize it's nonjurisdictional, and I certainly don't
nmean to be a bear about it at all. So thank you.

MR. GARDNER: Not at all. W'd be happy to
di scuss.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O.  Just nore of a question.
The map that's up there, the red lines, | assune those
are transmssion lines that are comng into Arizona or
around Arizona. But what are they? There's no
description here as to what the red is.

MR. GARDNER: Those -- I'mnot sure off the
top of ny head. But | believe that those are
I nterstates, not transm ssion |ines.

MEMBER DI CI CCIO They are?
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MR. ACKEN. M. Chair. | think you're
correct that those are showi ng the transm ssion |ines.
So, but we'll get clarification.

MEMBER DI CICCI O Yeah, |I'mjust curious,
you know, it's kind of inpressive.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Rob, | think nowis the right tinme to address
Menber Kryder's question about battery storage in Arizona
to the extent you can, and if we need to run to ground,
we can.

A (M. Gardner) Yeah, so | can discuss this nore
at length, but battery storage an inportant aspect of the
profile of energy within the state. So we do permt
battery storage with nost of our wind farns within
Arizona. Same with our solar farns.

That's to make sure that we can deliver a
product that is flatter essentially, so, you know, the
wi nd doesn't blow all the tinme, the sun don't shine as
night. And so those batteries help |evel out that curve
to make sure that we can provide juice to the Arizona
grid at nore tinmes throughout the day.

MEMBER KRYDER. And is there a battery
conponent to West Canp 27

MR. GARDNER: There is. W are permtting
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a battery conponent to West Canp 2. However, on our
previous wind farnms, the Chevelon B Wnd Farm and t he
West Canp Wnd Farm we have not constructed a battery
storage facility at either of those wind farns yet. W
have constructed battery storage facilities at our
McFar| and Sol ar Project.

MEMBER KRYDER: So there's a likelihood for
the West Canp as well at sonme point in the future. And
is it now nmoving to our jurisdiction, is it in the
corridor, would the plan be to put it in the corridor so
that we would -- you'd be all able to tie into it easily?

MR. GARDNER: The goal with any battery
storage facility would be to site it directly adjacent to
one of the project substations. So those project
substations are within that corridor.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you, Menber Kryder.

M. Gardner, so refresh ny nenory, what is
the capacity for West Canp 1 for the wind? And you said
it's a solar -- is that storage conponent as well?

MR. GARDNER: So currently the
construction, the wind farmthat's under construction is
a 500-nmegawatt project. There is a permtted battery
storage project that we have worked on.

However, that is not currently being
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constructed. That would be a 250-nmegawatt, four-hour
systemif it was constructed. However, the project that
i s goi ng operational next year is just the w nd aspect.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

And then for this project.

MR. GARDNER: This would be a simlar-sized
project. W are permtting up to 500 negawatts of w nd.
The battery storage conponent we are permtting would be
| arger at 500 negawatts, four-hour system

CHW STAFFORD: But the wind for both West
Canmps will be constructed prior to the storage.

MR. GARDNER: It kind of depends on the
commerci al appetite. If we have a fully devel oped w nd
farmand fully devel oped battery storage facility, and
the Arizona custoners that we want to sell our juice to
desires a paired project or both the wind farmand a
storage facility, then we really let the market dictate
what is constructed.

CHW STAFFORD: So it's going to depend on
the RFP | assune you'll be bidding into?

MR. GARDNER: Exactly.

CHW STAFFORD: So if the RFP is just for
to take all the wi nd power you can generate when you
generate it, then you would not need to construct the
st orage conponent?
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MR. GARDNER  Exactly. W will bid both
the wind farmlikely and the storage facility into the
SRP or APS s all-source RFPs. And then work with them on
what energy needs they need and what they want to
procure.

CHW STAFFORD: kay. So the maxi mum
output for this project would be 500 of wind and 500 of
st or age.

MR. GARDNER: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then West Camp 1

is 500 negawatts of wind and then up to 250 negawatts of

st or age.

MR. GARDNER: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just a bit of follow up
here. Again, | knowit's nonjurisdictional, it's for ny

educati on and maybe others on the commttee.

Sonewhere al ong the |ines soneone put into
ny nmenory that oftentinmes battery storage is not allied
with wind farns, but nore toward the sol ar side of
things. |Is that a correct piece of information I
received or do | need to nodify it?

MR. GARDNER: The historical context of
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storage and solar is different than wwnd. Historically,
that is correct, that storage paired better with sol ar.

However, that was not a -- any electrical
engi neering reason. That was nore of previous tax
credits and how they woul dn't go together.

So previously wind farns always utilized
what was called a production tax credit. That's an
anmpunt that's received per kilowatt hour that is produced
by the wind farm Storage and sol ar woul d have received
the investnment tax credit which is based on the mllions
of dollars invested for the project.

More recently, wnd farns have been able to
t ake advantage of one or the other, and so with those tax
credit inconsistencies going away, W nd can pair just as
easily with -- with storage as sol ar can.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. That's hel pful to
understand. | know absol utely nothing about the tax
credit and all of that piece. So | appreciate that piece
of information.

| saw with Option 1 and Option 2 one woul d
be to tie into the 500 line. So if there was a battery
storage, would it be potentially filled fromthe |ine as
well as sell to the |line?

MR. GARDNER So it can kind of depend on
either of the grid operator's rules. But typically the
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utilities want to have batteries that are able to grid
char ge.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ri ght.

MR. GARDNER: That's where obviously the
battery can, when there's too nuch generation on the
system they can take juice fromthe system and when
there's not enough, they can give juice.

And so theoretically that's what the
utilities typically want. | cannot speak specifically to
SRP' s process and what they would want eventually.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you. That
clarified and hel ped ne put together the pieces and parts
here. And hopefully |I can ask better questions in the
future. Thank you so nuch

MR. GARDNER: O course.

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, Menber Kryder,
al ways | earn sonething nmyself in these hearings. So
t hank you, Rob.

BY MR ACKEN

Q Next, I'd like you to tal k about how West Canp 2
fits into the portfolio that we see on the screen of
projects in Arizona. Wat's the purpose? Wat's the
need for this project?

A (M. Gardner) O course. So Bert touched on
this. However, we see that there's kind of four main
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buckets for the need of this project.

So first off, I'"'msure you all have heard about
it nonstop, but Arizona's load growh is continuing to
I ncrease via popul ation increases, but also fromdata
centers. And so in order to neet the needs of the state,
we see wind as being an inportant conponent of the
al |l -the-above approach to energy.

Li ke I nentioned, AES is an owner-operator of
all different types of energy assets. W are w nd
devel opers and we see that fitting in well with other
assets that the Arizona utilities may be procuring.

The second is the swtchyard that was
constructed for West Canp. So the West Canp Wnd Farm
which is directly adjacent to us and which we would tie
into under Option A, we constructed that for APS. The
way that works is during construction, we build the
switchyard, then we hand over the keys at operations.

This is a significant investnent that not only
AES had nade but al so Arizona ratepayers.

When we built this swtchyard, the Sitgreaves
Substation which is what APS calls it, which is on
Slide 22, we made that investnent. But it will be owned
by APS, and ratepayers will pay for that.

When we were building it, APS specifically
required us to build a larger swtchyard to allow for
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additional resources to interconnect to that sw tchyard.

The reason we are applying for both 345kV or
500kV at this switchyard is because in the future, APS
has the optionality due to the work we did for West
Canmp 1 to potentially size that switchyard up to 500kV.
Currently it is 345. However in the future, that is a
possibility.

And on the right, | just |ike these photos,
these bird' s-eye view This is throughout the
construction and then we already saw this one, but this
is the switchyard as it stands today interconnecting to
APS' s system

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: A question to M. Gardner.

Bert told us at the beginning Option 1 and
Option 2. And what you just said then would be the key
determ ners whet her you' re seeking Option 1 or seeking
Option 2, and we were told that there was -- they woul d
not be seeking both. |Is that still correct?

MR. GARDNER: That's correct. So under
Option A, that specific option.

MEMBER KRYDER: A and B.

MR. GARDNER: O course. Because of this
swi tchyard and not know ng the voltage -- the APS wants
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to size this up to 500kV, we want to be able to take
advant age of the switchyard that we have constructed.

So Option A, that's why the nultiple
voltages for Option AL However, only one option, A APS
option. O Option B, SRP option, would eventual ly be
construct ed.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ni ce negoti ati ng.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So A, whether A is chosen
or Bis chosen is dependent upon the offtaker?

MR. GARDNER: That's correct. So one of
the, you know, needs that we see for this project is that
it provides interconnection and market flexibility.

So both of, you know, the two mgjor
utilities or two of the major utilities in Arizona
want -- you know, require procuring wind energy and ot her
ener gy sources noving forward.

However, there can be constraints on the

system whereby one may not be able to take that energy on

a same time |line as the other.

And so what these two options do is it
provides flexibility so that when Arizona's utilities
need generation, we are prepared to provide that
generation to either APS or SRP
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MEMBER LI TTLE: And you do not have an
of ftaker at this point? | notice you said will bid.

MR. GARDNER: Yes, ma'am So currently we
do not have an offtaker. W as a wi nd group do not sign
PPAs, turbine supply agreenents or engineering
procurenment and construction contracts until we have a
fully devel oped project, no discretionary permts |eft
because when we sign a PPA or we buy turbines froma
manuf acturer, we have requirenments to neet specific
deadl i nes.

And with Arizona utilities, both the West
Canp Wnd Farm and the Chevelon Butte Wnd Farm signed
PPAs with APS and are delivering juice to Arizona
rat epayers.

| f we do not neet the guaranteed comrerci al

operations date that is lined up in those PPAs, we face

significant financial penalties because APS needs to plan

for the resources coni ng online.

And so we do not sign those agreenents
until we know that we can neet them And a big piece is
that the discretionary permts fromboth you all and the
ACC and the local jurisdiction, in this case Navajo
County.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. That's good to know,
to understand why you're comng to us at this point.
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So there is -- there's no interconnect
agreenent or -- with either utility at this point?

MR. GARDNER: Geat question. So we are
currently working through both utilities processes. On
APS, we have a Phase 1 and Phase 2 studies. The Phase 2
is currently going through a restudy process. W are in
the Cholla cluster. And before we would sign it, that's
anot her agreenent we need before we sign a PPA. \Wiich is
an i nterconnecti on agreenent.

And so at this point we do not have an
i nterconnection agreenent for either option. However, we
are goi ng through the processes that they undert ake,
whi ch can take years to determ ne that these projects do
not decrease grid reliability. 1In fact, they should
improve grid reliability.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. And we'll discuss

this further when we get to that point. Thank you very

much.

MEMBER DICICCIO | have a question.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di G cci o.

MEMBER DICICCI O So you have two lines, A
and B, and you'll make the determ nati on on one of those.

So if we approve -- | nmean, we're basically
going to approve both lines, is what the ask is; correct?
Can soneone else cone in at a |later date and j ust
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basically just because it's been approved put their line
in there? If they work with the | andowner.

MR. ACKEN. Let ne -- 1'll answer that.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, that's going to be --
it's going to depend on how the certificate is worded.
think the way that we -- we've done it before and that we
intend to do here is that they'll be -- if the
certificate is granted they would be allowed to build
ei ther option, but not both. [|f subsequently they decide
t hey needed to build both, they would have to go to the
Commi ssi on and request an anmendnent to the certificate to
allow themto build both. O they can request a new
certificate to construct the part that they didn't under
this one.

MEMBER DICICCIO Can a different user cone
in and use that |ine that was approved because they did
all the environnmental studies and everything else? [|I'm
just asking as nore of a curiosity.

CHW STAFFORD: Certificates can be
transferred, yes.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O They can be.

CHW STAFFORD: The transferee has to
conply with all the conditions of the certificate.

MEMBER DICICCIO Ckay. Yeah. So another
user can cone in and use it. I'mgood with it. |'mjust
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curious as to whether or not there can be another user
cone in, let's say, there's a higher need that would
require two lines to cone in. Can that be done?

CHW STAFFORD: Well, not how the
certificate -- how we contenplate wording the certificate
in this matter.

If -- if they -- they would -- this
appl i cant would have to not build one of those options.

If they build one option, it's not -- the option for to
build the other part doesn't exist to anyone whether it
be them or sonebody el se.

MEMBER DICICCI O On.

CHW STAFFORD: It has to be, another party
could cone in and request a new certificate for the
unused option under this certificate. But they couldn't
use one and then sell one to sonebody el se.

MEMBER DICICCI O Way woul dn't we do it,

["m-- just out of curiosity? Wiy wouldn't we approve

bot h?
CHW STAFFORD: | don't know if it would be
practical for themto build both of them |'msure --
MEMBER DICICCIO. | don't know. |'mjust,

it's nore of a layman's questi on.

MR. ACKEN:. | have sone thoughts on this,
because we -- we tal ked about it internally. The short
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answer is, you can do a lot of different things if the
CEC authorizes it; right? If we bring forward the
envi ronnmental anal ysis and we make the ask and this
comrmittee approves it, then yes, we would have that
flexibility.

Here, we have only requested in our

proposed CEC only proposes one or the other. And the

reason for doing that is -- because | had the sane
question you did, I was like, well, let's get authority
for both.

Because you don't necessarily know what two
woul d | ook |ike today.

| know what Option A or Option B | ooks |ike
today, so we can present the environnmental analysis to
you. It gets fuzzier if I -- if we were to do both. Do
we have all that information in front of you today? So
that's why we didn't include it. The Chairnman's correct.

You know, we could -- if circunstances
change, there's ways to do it, whether it's through an
anendnent proceedi ng where you add sone additiona
anal ysis, a new CEC

It was just we weren't there yet with the
anal ysis to ask for both lines. W thought it was
appropriate to ask for the authority to build one or the
ot her.
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MEMBER DICICCIO  No, just curious. |
nmean, it seens to nme if there is a higher need for
electricity in this area, especially when it cones to
generation, why not do both?

CHW STAFFORD: Cost is one -- cost is
one --

MEMBER DI CI CCI O No, no, no, no, no.
You're -- maybe |I'mjust not being clear on ny end. Not
the cost of doing both. But eventually if you' ve got one
line in, then there may be the need for a second |ine.

It keeps your options open. That's all it is. | know
you're not going to build two at the sane tine, |ust
because the expense of these things.

But if you kept your option open 10 years
fromnow, 15 years from now, whatever it is, since you've
al ready been approved, and | know the permts are only
10 years, | get all that, too.

MR ACKEN:. | think it's a great question.
Because | asked the sanme question, so of course | think
it's a good question.

But the -- what | go back to is what do we

know t oday? We know we're likely to build one or the

ot her.
MEMBER DI CICCI O  Right.
MR. ACKEN:. |If and when that opportunity
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025

cones to build the second, that's a great situation to
have. And we have optionality at that tine. W can
submt a new application. W can seek an anendnment of

this one. And it will tier off the analysis that's down

here. So it's really a timng issue of when you do that.

MEMBER DI CI CClI O  You answered ny questi on.

And so you're just basically, if you did an anendnent
you'd go back to the Corporati on Comm ssion and it woul d
activate that other line if you needed it to, if they
approved it.

MR. ACKEN. |If they approved it.

MEMBER DICICCIO Ckay. That answers it.
Thank you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

VMEMBER COMSTOCK: Foll owi ng up on Menber

Di Cccio' s question. You' ve got to produce electrons to

put on those |lines whether you have one or two. How many

additional wind turbines are going to be constructed in
order to generate that electricity?

MR. GARDNER: The additional Wst Canp 2
W nd Far nf

MEMBER COMBTOCK: Yes, sSir.

MR. GARDNER So currently we are

contenplating in the local discretionary permt up to 144
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turbines. Now, that is very dependent on the nanepl ate
capacity of said turbines. So these days we're seeing
tur bi nes whi ch each one can produce between four and siXx
megawatts of namepl ate capacity.

So if the turbines, each individual one,
was | arger, there would be fewer turbines to nake that
500 negawatts being put on the grid, up to 500 negawatts
bei ng put on the grid.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: And | assune the study's
been done that there's enough wind up there to handl e al
t hat ?

MR. GARDNER Great question. On all of
our wind farns, we conduct years of neteorol ogical data
collection. So on this project, Jordan, please correct
me if I'"mwong, but | believe that we have five
nmet eorol ogi cal towers out there that have been collecting
data for years.

We have Li DAR instrunents that al so correct
data for years, and we cannot build our projects until we
have a third-party energy estinmate that is bankable, and
so we take years of data, people a whole |lot snarter than
me put that into a third-party study. And it is bankable
and we can finance based on that energy resource
assessnent stock. Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER  Just a comment. As you
were talking with Menber Little a nonent ago, you said
how t he net hodol ogy of AES was to do all the surveys, do
all the building and basically get ready to pass the keys
to whoever is your buyer, with a flick of the swtch as
it were it could be turned on.

And | really value that rather than go at
it fromthe other direction, that would say we've got
this really genius idea, and we'd |ike you to approve it,
and sure enough we'll do all the surveys somewhere in the
future, you can trust us. Thank you very nuch for taking
t he approach that you have.

MR. GARDNER: O course.

CHW STAFFORD: Fol | ow-up question on that.
So the years of data, so you've got West Canp 1 that's
al nrost in operation, it's under construction. Wat is
the -- what's the anticipated capacity factor for
West Canp 1 and what's the anticipated capacity factor
for West Canmp 2.

MR. GARDNER: That's a great question. So
West Canp 1's capacity factor, 1'll start by saying that
Arizona is what | would call a kind of m ddl e-of -t he-road
W nd resource state.

So for years there were not wind farns
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constructed in the state because the technol ogy just
wasn't quite good enough to capture the | ower resource.

In Arizona, the net capacity factor of West
Camp 1 | believe is right in the 32 to 33 percent NCF
And West Canp 2 is simlar, perhaps a little bit smaller,
at approximately 30 to 31 percent NCF

CHW STAFFORD: That's pretty good for
Arizona. | think prior ones have been in the upper 20s
for capacity. So that's pretty good.

MR. GARDNER: These are good sites.

CHWN STAFFORD: And by conparison, what's
the capacity factor for SunZia, the wind farmthat
Pattern Energy has that goes -- that was a bit higher
than that | think

MR. GARDNER: New Mexico has really good
wi nd resource. And so | believe that the project over in
New Mexi co woul d have a higher NCF than in Arizona. New
Mexico is just a little bit nore w ndy.

CHW STAFFORD: | think theirs is getting
close to 50 percent, isn't it?

MR. GARDNER: That coul d be possible. The
hi ghest that |'ve seen in recent nmenory was a project
that we've been working on in Montana at 48 percent.
That's bl owi ng. Yeah.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
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MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER. M. Gardner, you used an
acronym NCF.

MR. GARDNER: Net capacity fact.

MEMBER KRYDER: Tell ne what that neans.

MR. GARDNER That's basically the
percentage of the time that it is producing.

VMEMBER KRYDER:  Mar ket abl e.

MR. GARDNER: Mar ket abl e energy.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So when you say
sonething is 24 NCF, so 24 hours out of 100, it would be
producing at close to its capacity? |s that correct?

MR. GARDNER: That is correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you. That's
very helpful. That's very hel pful.

MEMBER MERCER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Mercer.

MEMBER MERCER: Just out of curiosity,

M. Gardner, what is going to determ ne which route are
you going to build, A or B?

MR. GARDNER: Geat question. So that wll
really be dependent on our offtaker and the eventually
buyer of the energy.

So whichever utility requires the certain
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amount of wi nd electrons and wants to work with us, and
we' ve been through all of the studies, surveys, signed
i nterconnect agreenent, that would be who we woul d work
with to build this project and sign a | ong-term energy
procurenment contract wth.

MEMBER MERCER: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

VMEMBER KRYDER: Menber Mercer used the term
"energy" or "electrons" or sonething. | really prefer
"juice."

MR. GARDNER  You got it.

MR. ACKEN. For the record, M. Gardner
wll you confirmthose two terns are synonynous?

MR. GARDNER: Yes, in ny testinony "juice"
equal s "el ectrons.”

MR. ACKEN. Thank you, Menber Kryder.
BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Gardner, anything further on the purpose and
need slide? | know we talked a little bit about it, but
have you touched on everything you wanted to here?

A (M. Gardner) The last thing I'll nention is
just the last bullet here on Slide 23 which is building
on the success that we've had to this point.

We have brought two wind farns before the |line
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siting commttee previously, one in 2019, one in 2022.
We have constructed or are constructing both of those
projects. This has led to significant |ocal
rel ati onships in northern Arizona, technica
capabilities, and strong operational presence in the
state. W want to build upon that and we want to
continue to be a partner in Arizona and deliver reliable
energy resources to neet the needs that this state has.
We feel honored to be a part of Arizona's energy
mx at this point and we will be for decades to cone.
And we wish to add on to that and build upon the success
we've had so far

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: One snall foll ow up
guestion. | have an idea of an answer, but |'m not
certain and I'mlooking for confirmation. So in the
event that the utility that buys the juice from AES was
Salt River, going into their swtching station or
what ever it's properly called, you said they had a 345kV
and al so a 500kV, and that could you go in with one in
five years or 15 years fromnow, switch to the other? |Is
that a technical capability?

MR. GARDNER That's a great question. So
quick clarification first. APS has the switchyard that
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Is 345kV currently and could potentially one day be sized
to 500kV. SRP's line that we would tap into is already
500k V.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. | got them
backwar ds.

MR. GARDNER: But in the instance where in
the future APS would want to step that systemup to
500kV, what would likely be required is an additi onal
substation adjacent to the switchyard where the 345kV
juice goes in, is stepped up to 500kV and then is
retransmtted on to the system

| believe it is within their technical
capabilities.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And would the new
switchyard that is in this proposal have the capacity to
do that? O would you have to expand the footprint of
it?

MR. GARDNER: So the switchyard that you'll
see here on Slide 24, that swtchyard was al ready
designed for increased expansion. And so theoretically
this switchyard has the capability to be stepped up to
500kV shoul d APS want to do that for their system

MEMBER KRYDER: Great. Thank you so much.
That is really, really very hel pful information

CHW STAFFORD:. Okay. So, M. Grdner,
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you're referring to the Sitgreaves substation that was
approved in CEC 206; correct?

MR. GARDNER: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: All right. So under that,
with that switchyard, your West Canp 1 is going to tie in
to the 345kV systent correct?

MR. GARDNER: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: But the APS 500kV line
passes through there, but currently it's not connected to
anyt hi ng el se.

MR. GARDNER: That's correct. So there is
an APS 500kV line that parallels the 345kV lines. It is
of fset fromthose 345kV lines. W are not connecting to
that. That is a line that we had to cross and we
recei ved crossing agreenents fromAPS for. So that is
separate fromthe Sitgreaves switchyard which was
constructed with West Canp 1.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. But what's the size
of that Sitgreaves Substation swtchyard? |t says
substation out here, but it's --

MR. GARDNER: That's just APS's
nonmencl ature. We like to call it a switchyard because we
have our project substation. So it's a |lot easier for us
to keep it straight in our head to call it a swtchyard.
For sone reason APS just calls it the Sitgreaves
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Substation. So apologies for that, a little bit of a
m sunder st andi ng.

CHW STAFFORD: But there's not -- the
transfornmer's at the sw tchyard?

MR. GARDNER:  Correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Wiich is what really nakes
the difference between a switchyard and a substati on;
correct?

MR. GARDNER: That's ny under st andi ng.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. So then, so
that one option is to tie in West Canp 2 to the
Sitgreaves Substation switchyard on the 345 and then the
ot her one would be to tie intoit wth the 500kV |ine
into the APS Chol | a- Sugar | oaf - Coronado, but you'd build
an additional switchyard to accommpdate that?

MR. GARDNER: That's correct.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. Just making sure |
got it all straight in ny head what's going on here.

Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairman.

M. Gardner, if, however, APS decided that

they wanted to tie the switchyard into their 500kV

system it would not require that you -- that this

particular intertie be upgraded to 3 -- or to 500,

correct, it would still be 345? |If it's built at 345, it
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025 53

could still remain 345? It would tie in at 345, and then
APS coul d increase the voltage to 500 and put it on their
systemt here.

MR. GARDNER: Great question. So, yes, in
the instance that this project is built at 345kV, that
woul d mean that we have an executed bil ateral
I nterconnection agreenent with APS. That interconnection
agreenent wll specify the voltage.

If in the future, and |I'mnot sure how
exactly it would work, APS wants to step that system up
to 500kV, that would be on themto figure out how to
i ncrease the voltage of the wind juice comng onto the
systemto 500kV.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So when we -- if we were to
i ssue a CEC as requested, what would get built would be
either A at either 345 or 500, or B at 500.

MR. GARDNER: That is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, Chairman. Thank
you, Menber Little, for going through that. Well,
actually it's good to do that now, we'll go through it a
second tinme, because it is different, and Jordan is
| ooking forward to that opportunity to walk through it in
alittle bit.

M. Gardner, you nentioned AES s presence
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in Arizona and specifically these two wind projects in
northern Arizona. 1'd like you to talk alittle nore
about AES' s participation in Navajo County and northern
Arizona over the | ast several years.

A (M. Gardner) I'Il start by saying that AES is
an owner and operator of our assets. Wat this neans is
that the communities where we build and operate projects,
we're not just going to be there for a couple years. W
have our operations teamthat are the 10, 20, 30 year
fol ks.

That nmeans that we want to be a partner in the
community, not just soneone who's there, flip the project
sonewhere else. We will be there for the | ong haul

That starts during construction where our
construction contractors hire | ocal subcontractors. This
has happened in Navajo County and Coconi no County. This
is tens of mllions of dollars ranging fromlarge
contracts wth aggregate and concrete suppliers that are
|l ocal all the way to the porta-john person that brings
porta-johns out to the site and those are significant
contracts for people.

More on the partnerships, long-term
part nerships, we've been working with a bunch of
di fferent groups throughout northern Arizona. |[|'ll start
by nmentioning the educational opportunities that we're
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hel pi ng provi de.

Nort hl and Pioneer College is the | ocal community
college to these projects. W' re working on STEM
progranm ng and renewabl e energy curriculumwith themto
make sure that when these projects are constructed,
there's a lot comng to their area.

We want to nmake sure that students at both the
hi gh schools and the coll eges have the necessary skil
set to take advantage of the jobs that these projects
will bring.

So that's with Northland Pi oneer Col |l ege, NPC,
and W nslow and Heber School D stricts, which are the
cl osest school districts to our project. Furthering the
envi ronnental and educational beat, we've partnered wth
mul ti pl e environnental education centers, WII ow Bend
here in Flagstaff, and the Wiite Muntain Nature Center,
and that's located in Show Low.

This allows for increased education for younger
folks in the comunities to not only | earn about energy
generation, but also just environnental stewardship and
how devel opnent can be conpatible with the | ocal natural
| andscape.

Additionally, Watts of Love is an initiative
that we've been working with that provides electricity
and off-the-grid solar for tribal comunities and
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off-the-grid communities.

And finally, econom c devel opnent |ike |
nmentioned is a very key focus for us. W are working
with Real AZ, which is the econom c devel opnent group in
Apace and Navaj o Counties, we have sponsored a full-tine
position for themto allow for growmh of their
organi zation. And then we are nenbers of the Chanbers of
Commerces of all the nearby towns to our project.

And we just want to nake sure that as we build
these projects, we are the quiet neighbor that also
contributes to the conmunity in a meaningful way.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: The Watts of Love point
here on the screen caught ny attention. How do you put
electricity into an off-the-grid conmunity?

MR. GARDNER: M understanding, and | coul d
get nore certainty fromour stakehol der rel ations fol ks
that have worked on this a lot, it's via small solar. So
you go out with small solar panels and I think they can
be as small as yea big or a little bit larger to provide
electricity to off-the-grid communities.

MEMBER KRYDER: So they remain off the grid
but you help themw th solar --

MR. GARDNER: Energy.
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MEMBER KRYDER: -- energy of sone sort.
Jui ce?

MR. GARDNER: Juice, exactly.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN

Q M. Gardner, anything else you wanted to say in
this piece of your testinony?

A (M. Gardner) | don't think so, but appreciate
bei ng able to give sone background about AES, our
projects and sonme of our community partnerships.

Q So we're going to shift gears. I'mgoing to
turn it over to Ms. Ramljak to speak about -- a little
bit nore about the nonjurisdictional wnd project.

M. Gardner ended up covering quite a bit of it, but
there's still additional details that we wanted to
provi de just some background before we get into the nuts
and bolts of the project.

So with that, please provide an overview of the
nonj uri sdi ctional w nd project.

A (Ms. Ramljak) Absolutely. So the West Canp 2
Wnd Farmis -- will be located entirely in
uni ncor porated Navaj o County. The project site is
approximately five mles southwest of Hol brook. So you
can see here in this left-hand figure on Slide 30, this
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iIs the West Canp 2 Wnd Farmsite approxinmately five
m | es sout hwest of Hol br ook.

It's also directly east of the West Canp W nd
Farm we' ve been speaki ng about that's currently under
constructi on.

The West Canp 2 Wnd Farm woul d be | ocat ed
w thin an approxi mately 52,000-acre project area. That
conprises of approximtely 42,000 acres of privately
owned | and and 10,000 acres of state trust |land that are
adm ni stered by the Arizona State Land Departnent.

Most of the wind farminfrastructure would be
| ocated on that privately owned property but a small
portion of infrastructure would be | ocated on the state
trust | ands.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Looking at the map | see
the yell ow squares indicate Bureau of Land Managenent.
Based on your testinony we can infer that none of the
turbines will be | ocated on BLM | and.

M5. RAMLJAK: That is correct. You took
the words right out of my nmouth. So although you do see
the yellow BLM |l ands within that sinplified Wst Canp 2
proj ect boundary, no wi nd project infrastructure or
gen-tie project infrastructure would be sited on federal
| ands.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.
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MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: The very small piece it
seens to nme it was in the range of 450 acres of Arizona
| and, you, as | recall reading, have that docunent
al ready approved by what's the right name, Arizona Land
Managenent ?

CHW STAFFORD: Arizona State Land
Depart nment .

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah. GCkay. And that's an
al ready approved docunent that you have in hand.

M5. RAMLJAK: W have not yet received
final right-of-way approval fromthe Arizona State Land
Departnent. However, that right-of-way application
recei ved prelimnary approvals and was approved for
further processing.

We actually just met with the Land
Departnent | ast week to discuss that right-of-way
application. So it's pending submttal of environnental
surveys fromus for the CEC corridor. |It's also pending
an appraisal report fromthe State Land Depart nent.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. W thout getting into
proprietary issues, wll you be signing kind of the
pro forma agreenent that they have wth anybody and
everybody around the state of Arizona for that land? 1Is
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it pretty much a standard deal or is this sonme speci al
t hi ng cooki ng?

M5. RAMLJAK: M understanding is that it's
a standard deal, but if you want additional information
about that right-of-way docunent, | would ask Rob to step
in to answer those questions.

MEMBER KRYDER: |If we could see a pro forma
of it, that would be lovely. | had the opportunity to
read one recently, and it was quite enlightening to ne,
and | need all the enlightennent | can get, | find.

Thank you.

MR. GARDNER: Yeah, that's a great
guestion. So I'Il just kind of add to that. W' ve been
working with the Arizona State Land Departnent on all of
our projects up to this point on these wind farnms. So
t he Chevel on-Butte Wnd Farm we have, | believe it's
about 30 percent of turbines sited actually on state
trust | and.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ckay.

MR. GARDNER. On West Canp it's nore --
West Canp 1, it's very simlar to West Canp 2 whereby we
have far fewer state | and sections within the project
boundary, and yes, we basically signed their form
ri ght-of -way agreenent for West Canp 1.

| can check and see if we're able to share
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that, or if we have a neno that can be shared but would
be happy to take that as an action item

MEMBER KRYDER: Yeah, you could certainly
redact anything that would be proprietary.

CHW STAFFORD: M. Gardner, so for West
Canp 2, the wind project, so you have site control of the
| ease for the private | andowner?

MR. GARDNER: That's correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: And there's not -- you said
there's going to be sone turbines sited on state | and.

MR. GARDNER: So we're currently eval uating
two right-of-way options with the State Land Depart nment
In conjunction with them

The first, and nost of this is due to
schedul e constraints. | don't want to go into too much
detail but it can just be a scheduling constraint working
through full right-of-way for turbine infrastructure with
the State Land Depart nment.

And so we actually have two ri ght-of - way
options. One is for ancillary infrastructure such as
roads, a small anount of roads collection and a little
bit of the gen-tie under Option A or B

The -- that is likely, you know, that's
going to nove through the process nore quickly. There is
a scenario whereby we could work through the second
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ri ght-of-way option and build a few turbines on state
land. As | said, we have done that previously on
Chevel on Butte, but we're still evaluating it at this
poi nt .
CHWN STAFFORD: But that would require
| ease nore than just the right-of-way?
MR. GARDNER: So the Arizona State Land
Departnent has nultiple divisions. There's the real
estate and |l easing division, that's what all of the solar
farms are under. Wnds are actually all under the
ri ght-of -way division, so even the turbine infrastructure
i's under right-of-way with state | and.
CHW STAFFORD: GOkay. Thank you.
That's -- | earned sonething new every tinme, haven't we?
MEMBER KRYDER: We learn little by little.
CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. That answers ny
guestion. M. Acken.
MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN
Q Ms. Ramljak, let's tal k next about the Navajo
County process listed on Slide 29 if you would. What's
the status of the process for that?
A (Ms. Ramljak) Absolutely. So one thing that
may be new to the commttee nmenbers is that Navaj o County
earlier this year updated their zoning ordi nance.
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One thing particularly relevant to this project
is in the updated zoni ng ordi nance they introduced the
devel opnent agreenent as an alternative pathway to the
special use permt to permt a renewable energy project.

So in that new zoning order specifically in
Article 12 it specifies that renewabl e energy generation
facilities are allowed in the A General and rural zoning
districts, which you can see in the right-hand figure of
Slide 30. Rural is in the teal color here. A General is
in the purple.

And so renewabl e energy facilities are all owed
in those zoning districts subject to securing a speci al
use permt or devel opnent agreenent.

And AES intends to pursue that devel opnment
agreenment pathway for the West Canp 2 Wnd Farm W
subm tted our draft application to the county earlier
this nonth. And that devel opnment agreenent woul d cover
t he proposed wind farm and battery storage facility that
Rob descri bed earlier.

Once we finished negotiating that devel opnent
agreement with the county over the next couple of nonths,
that wind and battery storage project would be heard
before the Navaj o County board of supervisors which we're
targeting in Decenber 2025.

CHW STAFFORD: This may sound |ike a dunb
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guestion, but what's the difference between a devel opnent
agreenent and a special use permt other than the nane?

M5. RAMLJAK: It's not a dunmb question at
all. So our understanding of the two options for
securing authorization for the project is that the end
result is effectively the sanme thing.

The difference between the two is the
devel opnent agreenent is a bilateral agreenent between
us, the applicant, and the county. Because we are
negoti ating the agreenent, the county has nore
opportunity to provide guidance on the community benefits
they'd like to see fromthe project.

The ot her procedural nuance between speci al
use permt and a devel opnent agreenent is that under a
special use permt the project has to go to the county's
pl anni ng and zoni ng comm ssion and board of supervisors.

Under a devel opnent agreenent it skips the
pl anni ng and zoni ng conm ssion hearing and goes directly
to the board of supervisors.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

What is the difference in the opportunity
for public input?

M5. RAMLJAK: Public input opportunity is
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effectively the sane. So under both of those pathways
we're required to host two public neetings, which we'll
describe later in the testinony. And at the board of
supervi sors hearing, ny understanding is that under
special use permt there is an opportunity for public
comment. The nuances under a devel opnent agreenent, the
opportunity for public comment is at the discretion of
t he board of supervisors. But regardless, two public
nmeetings are required for both pathways and there is an
opportunity for public comment at the board of
supervi sors hearing.
MEMBER LI TTLE: What about advertising to
the public the opportunities?
M5. RAMLJAK: The sane noticing
requi renents and advertising requirenments apply for both
of those pat hways.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
BY MR ACKEN
Q If I could ask a foll owup question because |
think it's a great line of inquiry. The devel opnent
agreenment process as | understand it is a fairly new one
in Navajo County; is that correct?
A (Ms. Ranljak) That's correct, yes.
Q Did the county engage in a stakehol der workshop
process that included the public to provide input as they
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devel oped this alternative?

A (Ms. Ramljak) They did, yes. The npbst notable
opportunity for public comment in that zoning ordi nance
update process was in March of this year.

The county hosted three different |istening
sessions, one was in Heber-Overgaard, one in Show Low and
one in Joseph Cty. And invited any nenbers of the
public to speak at those hearings.

Even though the |istening sessions were general
to the entire zoning ordi nance update, unsurprisingly a
| ot of the public comrenters were focused on Article 12
specific to renewabl e energy.

In addition to those |istening sessions the
county al so had neetings that we were not privy to with
|l ocal fire jurisdictions. | can't recall off the top of
nmy head what other stakehol der engagenent they did, but
the nost notable opportunity for public input was those
three |listening sessions in March.

Q Thank you. M. Gardner, do you have anything
you want to add to that?

A (M. Gardner) |I'mjust add that in addition to
those |istening sessions, the approval of the ordi nance
revi sions went through planning and zoni ng comm ssi on and
board of supervisor approval, and so there were
addi ti onal public coment opportunities during those.
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Q Thank you.

Ms. Ramljak, 1'll pronounce it ten different
ways in this hearing. |'mon nunber six.

Next 1'd like you to touch on the benefits of
the nonjurisdictional w nd project.

A (Ms. Ramljak) Sure. So I'll start with I think
t he nost obvious benefit which is for this proposed
500- nmegawatt wind farmit's estinmated that the generation
woul d power over 132,000 Arizona hones annually.

In addition, focusing nore on the |ocal benefits
of the project, so during construction, a |ot of these
figures are based on the 500-negawatt West Canp W nd Farm
under construction, we are able to validate a |ot of
these figure. W estimate that this would generate
approxi mately 500 tenporary construction jobs, and that's
in the one to two to three-year construction period.

But also 20 to 25 permanent operations jobs. So
those are well-salaried folks that would be living within
Navaj o County. And frankly, devel opers and w nd farm
operators prefer to hire those folks |ocally because the
best wi nd turbine technician is one who's been on the
project for along time. So we are working with
comrunity col |l eges and schools to maxi m ze our ability to
hire those operations fol ks locally.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Looking at the slide here
on the | eft, point nunber 5, property tax revenue for
Navaj o County throughout operations.

CHW STAFFORD: That would be Slide 31 of
Hearing Exhibit 2.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. The question | had
was goi ng back to | ooking at property tax, as |
understand it, across our state, the existing coal-fired
plant or any big entity like that pays quite a |arge real
estate tax bill annually.

In the case of our jurisdiction on this
particul ar project, do the |lines, obviously have a | ot of
val ue, sonebody spent a big nickel to put themin place.
Do they pay real estate tax on the |ines?

M5. RAMLJAK: Yes. So the lines in
addition to the wind farm project infrastructure, that
all rolls into the cost of project infrastructure that we
report to the State of Arizona.

And then Arizona mandates | think there's
an assessed eval uation and there's a second factor that's
applied. And so the State of Arizona nmandates once we
provi de that cost of equipnent, how to translate that
into annual property tax paynents, and that includes a
depreci ati on schedul e t hroughout the 30-year operational
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life.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And that woul d be
true, as you said, on your wi nd, solar, and battery as
wel I, although that's not jurisdictional for us. But all
of those pieces and parts pay real estate tax; is that
correct?

M5. RAMLJAK: Yes, that's correct. The
only nuance | would highlight is that in the exanpl e of
the Sitgreaves Substation that we're transferring to APS,
once that's transferred that would be APS' s property tax
obligation. So that's not included, for exanple, in the
West Canp cost for property tax cal cul ation.

MEMBER KRYDER: That nust be a big nickel
annual | y.

M5. RAMLJAK: It sure is.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thanks.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: If we could go back to
bul l et point nunber 1. And | know the focus is on
132,000 honmes. | take it the target area where this
el ectricity, the juice would be headed is Maricopa
County.

You know, there are a |lot of hones in
Mari copa County, but for those of us that live there and

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

69



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025 70

wat ch what's going on, the need for comercialized
el ectricity is far outpaci ng what hones is requiring.

So I'mcurious why you only focused on
honmes as part of the study and not the percentage that
m ght be used by the offtakes to help, say, for instance,
power data centers.

M5. RAMLJAK: Yeah, that's a great point.
When we performthese cal cul ati ons we take the power
consunmed by an average Arizona hone. You nake a great
point. Once we export energy or juice to the grid, it's
up to the utility to determ ne where that fl ows.

So whether that flows to hones down in
Mari copa County, sone kind of commercial business, or a
data center is the jurisdiction of APS or SRP, and not
AES.

But you nmake a great point that with the
changi ng energy demand on the Arizona grid, that it's
overly sinplistic to just say the nunmber of hones that we
woul d power, because this energy could go to commerci al
busi nesses or data centers.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK:  And if | may, just one
followup. In listening to sone of our other cases that
we've had in the past -- and I'mthe newest one on the
conmttee, so excuse ny ignorance. But --

CHW STAFFORD: One of the newest.
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MEMBER COVMSTOCK: Well, one of the newest.

|'"'mgoing to hold nmy question for a little
bit if I may. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: | guess another way to
state it would be in an estimted nunber of negawatt
hours annual ly, | guess, what the output would be.

M5. RAMLJAK:  Yes.

CHW STAFFORD: But then | guess it's --
peopl e commonly tal k about how nmany hones it woul d power
annual |y as opposed to how many data centers it would
power, because | think it's just a nore famliar concept
and nunber. But | guess if it's for this project, West
Canp 2, it's not -- we don't know where the el ectrons
wll be flow ng, whether to APS or SRP; correct?

M5. RAMLJAK: That is correct.

CHWN STAFFORD: Wiereas West Canp 1, that's
flowing to APS; correct?

M5. RAMLJAK: That will be flowng to APS
in 2026; yes.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. And then | think APS
serves load in about 13, 12 or 13 of Arizona's counties?
Sonmething |i ke that?

M5. RAMLJAK: ['ll say that Rob Gardner is
noddi ng his head, so yes, that's correct.

MR. GARDNER: APS has a trenendously |arge
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service area in Arizona, yes. | don't know the exact
nunber of counties.

CHW STAFFORD: Okay. We have to follow up
with that. | think it's 12 or 13. | bet Menber Little
can tell us.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Actually, no. | was just
going to say power flows where power flows, and just
because it conmes froma wnd farmand you say it's going
to serve northern Arizona where there aren't any of these
big data centers yet, doesn't nean that's where the
el ectrons are going to go, so.

MR. GARDNER: That's exactly right. When
we inject the electrons onto the grid they flow where
they're needed. And we on the Chevelon Butte Wnd Farm
and the West Canp Wnd Farm have signed | ong-term energy
procurenent contracts with APS. And so, you know, we
sign that contract with APS. They ultimately determ ne
where the energy flows. But that's what electrons do
when they're put on the grid.

CHW STAFFORD: Right. But | realize that

my point was APS is sending electrons to nost of the

st ate.
MR. GARDNER: That's correct.
CHW STAFFORD: W' ve been going for about
90 mnutes. | think this is a good tine for the break.
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|'"msure the court reporter could use one. So let's take
a 15-mnute recess. W stand in recess.

(Recess from2:30 p.m to 2:55 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairman.

We're going to start tal king about the
gen-tie project itself. And this testinony ties to
slides that begin on Slide 35 of West Canp-2 for West
Canmp 2 conveniently.

And we do -- over the break we were able to
mat ch and correct what you' re seeing on the screen, so
nmovi ng forward those nunmbers on the slide should match
the hard copy.

BY MR ACKEN

Q Ms. Raml j ak, pl ease provide an overview of the
gen-tie project.

A (Ms. Ramljak) So the gen-tie project is seeking
approval of a certificate of environnental conpatibility
for up to 25 mles of either a 345 or a 500-kil ovolt
gen-tie line along with for Option B only a potenti al
on-site swtchyard.

And all conponents for the gen-tie project under
either Option A or B would be located within the CEC
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corridor, and that's entirely in unincorporated | and
Navaj o County, Ari zona.

So Rob described this earlier, but I'll say it
again just for clarity. W' re proposing two
i nterconnection options for the gen-tie projects, which
gives the projects flexibility to interconnect at either
an APS or SRP operated transm ssion |ine.

And those two options allow the gen-tie project
to neet different customer energy requirenents and

deliverability needs.

So in the next few slides, |I'lIl describe options

A and B, but I'll do so by using a side-by-side
conparison for clarity.

Option A as | said, that's an up to
25-mle-l1ong gen-tie line which could be either 345 or
500 kilovolts of alternating current. The gen-tie line
woul d begin at one of the collector substations in the
sout hern portion of the CEC corridor. So you can see in
the left-hand figure of Slide 37 a conceptual coll ector
substation location right in that southeast portion of
the CEC corridor.

That gen-tie |line would then connect to a
potential second collector substation in the central

portion of the CEC corridor or northwest portion of the

West Canp 2 project area. And then the gen-tie would run
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generally west to the existing APS Sitgreaves Substation
wthin the West Canp project area.

Under Option A no on-site switchyard is
required.

So I'll nmention again APS is currently
constructing that 345-kilovolt Sitgreaves Substation on
behal f of APS, and APS specifically requested that the
design allow for future expansion to acconmmbdate
addi ti onal generation interconnections as a preferred
alternative to Cholla Substation.

That future expansion of Sitgreaves may incl ude
a conversion from 345 to 500kV, so this project's
I nterconnection voltage woul d depend on direction from
APS under Option 1, which results fromtheir ongoi ng
transm ssi on studies.

Now, 1'll talk about Option B, which is an up to
10-m | e-1ong, 500-kilovolt gen-tie line. That |ine would
begin at a collector substation in the central portion of
the CEC corridor, the northwest portion of the West
Canp 2 project area. And then it would run generally
sout heast toward the on-site switchyard siting area.

That new switchyard and |ine tap would be on the
exi sting SRP 500-kil ovolt Choll a-Sugar| oaf - Cor onado
transm ssion line. And that new switchyard and |ine tap
woul d be constructed not only within the CEC corridor but
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the nore specific on-site swtchyard siting area. \Wich
it's alittle hard to see up here, but in your placemat
you can see that it's three public |l and survey system
sections that are in pink-hashed fill. So those are
about 640 acres each. They're one nmle by one nmle for
each of those squares.

And Colin will show a virtual tour hopefully
| ater today that illustrates the maxi mum 25-mle gen-tie
route for Option A that goes over to Sitgreaves. That
virtual tour will also show the Option B on-site
swi t chyard.

So as you can see in these two figures on 37,
the gen-tie route for Option Bis just the subset of the
Option A gen-tie route. The difference being that the
Option B gen-tie would not need to span through the West
Canp project area. The gen-tie and associ at ed
infrastructure would just be restricted to the West
Canp 2 portion of the CEC corridor.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | have a question. Maybe
this is a dunb question. But for Option A, you would
pi ck up the power being generated at the southern end --
sout hernnost point there, and then it would flow over to
Sitgreaves?
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M5. RAMLJAK: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But for Option B you woul d
pick it up over on the west side and it would cone back
around?

M5. RAMLJAK: Yes. And the reason for the
difference in directionality is that the on-site
swi tchyard under Option B would be | ocated along this SRP
500kV transnmission line on the right-hand figure of
Slide 37. And so that gen-tie -- you know, the power
woul d flow from col |l ector substation here southeast to
the swi tchyard.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But if you' re going to have
a collector -- if you go Option A, you'll have a
col |l ector substation that's basically looks like it's
about at the sane place where the proposed sw tchyard
woul d be?

M5. RAMLJAK: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So why can't you have a
col | ector substation next to the switchyard and not have
a gen-tie at all?

M5. RAMLJAK: The reason being is that for
turbines sited in this northwest project area they're
nmedi um vol tage, so 34.5kV lines. Their collection |lines
woul d all route to the substation in the northwest area.
And then the gen-tie would run that power at the higher

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025 78

500kV voltage over to the swtchyard.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. But under Option A,
the turbines that are in that sanme area would -- you'd
send it at 34.5 over to the collection substation on the
ot her side; right?

M5. RAMLJAK: Not quite. So under Option A
| knowit's difficult to see, but we have two concept ual
substation | ocations along that gen-tie route. So the
gen-tie line would originate at the first of those two
substations, and at that substation that's where the
| oner voltage collection lines fromturbines in the
sout heast would run into that first collector substation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. So you're going to
basi cally have two col | ector substations, one in the
nort hwest corner and one down at the southern end of the
line?

M5. RAMLJAK: Yes. That's that our
expect ation.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Under either scenario?

M5. RAMLJAK: That's correct. But | would
say that's contingent on us siting turbines in both of
those areas of the project.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And how do you plan on just
using a line tap fromthe collector substation if you're
under Option A just using a line tap to the gen-tie then?
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M5. RAMLJAK: So under Option A the line
tap is -- already exists on that APS |ine at Sitgreaves
Subst ati on.

MEMBER LI TTLE: No, no. | nean, at the
coll ector substation that's in the northwest corner of
the wind site, you said you'd have two coll ector
substations, one -- one at the southern or at the very
begi nning of Option A, | guess, and then one sonepl ace
al ong the I|ine.

M5. RAMLJAK:  Uh-huh, that's right. |
under stand t he questi on now.

So, yes, that second collector substation
woul d tap into the sane gen-tie line.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN

Q Anything further on this slide?

A (Ms. Ramljak) The only other thing I would add
is that we'll collectively refer to options A and B
t hroughout remai nder of the testinony as the gen-tie
project, but, of course, if you have questions on the
specific Option A or B, please continue to ask.

Q Next 1'd |ike you to describe the proposed CEC
corridor that we are requesting here.

A (Ms. Ramljak) Sure. The CEC corridor consists
of 10,473 acres of private | ands owned by a single
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| andowner being Aztec Land and Cattl e Conpany and 482
acres of Arizona State Trust Lands. So Bert nentioned in
his opening that's over 95 percent private |and, which
spans both the West Canp and West Canp 2 Wnd Farm

proj ect areas.

In these figures on the right-hand side,

Slide 40, state trust land is shown in blue, so you can
see on this right-hand figure on Slide 40 this
three-quarter section of state trust lands that's within
the CEC corridor. That's the 482 acres that | nentioned.

The gen-tie project will likely need to cross
the state trust section under both options with A and B
wth that routing that we were just tal king about. But
we anticipate no nore than one mle of the gen-tie line
woul d cross that state trust |and section.

There are no federal lands within the CEC
corridor.

We al so generally restricted the CEC corridor to
hal f sections, so that's approximately a half mle or
2,640 feet in wdth except where areas where greater
siting flexibility is needed such as the full section
surroundi ng Sitgreaves Substation to allow for
flexibility for precise routing into that sw tchyard.

All private lands within the CEC corridor are
zoned as general and owned by Aztec. W have easenent
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agreenents in place with Aztec to allow siting of the
gen-tie project on these private |lands. W also, as we
di scussed earlier, submtted a right-of-way application
to the State Land Departnent for siting of the gen-tie
project on that small portion of state trust |lands within
the CEC corridor.

The Navaj o County zoning ordi nance al so
specifies that permtted uses within the A General zoning
district include utility facilities, and that enconpasses
the gen-tie line, possible on-site switchyard and the
nonj uri sdi ctional collector substations.

So just to wap that up, under either Option A
or B all of the gen-tie project infrastructure would be
| ocated within the CEC corridor outlined in pink. And
under Option B the new switchyard would be | ocated within
this nore specific on-site switchyard siting area shown
i n pink hash on the right-hand figure on Slide 40.

The final |ocations of the gen-tie project
infrastructure within the CEC corridor will be based on
further electrical engineering and siting surveys. W
just showed a conceptual gen-tie route and coll ector
substations in the earlier slides for illustration.

Q And | think this has been covered, but just to
be thorough, can you confirmyou' re requesting the
authority to build only Option A or B?
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A (Ms. Ramljak) That's correct.

Q And what will be the determi nation as to which
opti on you sel ect?

A (Ms. Ranmljak) Rob described this a bit earlier,
but sel ection between the two options will be driven by
commerci alization of the project. That strategy wll be
| argely informed by the results of interconnection
studi es perforned by both APS and SRP on their respective
transm ssion systens. Also, largely driven by the cost
and time line of network upgrades determ ned by the
utilities through those studies.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair. Two
qui ck things.

CHW STAFFORD: Your mic's not working.

MEMBER FANT: Button's on. OCh, there it
goes.

| assune that the decision based on
econom cs, et cetera, operational concerns to pick A or B
w |l be made by AES; right?

M5. RAMLJAK: That's correct.

MEMBER FANT: Ckay. So we might want to
make sure we put | anguage -- you know, it's inplicit
here, but we may want to put express |anguage in the CEC
saying "in their discretion."
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So, nunber two, on that one state trust
parcel that you cross, have you thought about going to
State Land and bidding it out and trying to buy that
parcel or at |east buy half the parcel if not the whole
square mle?

M5. RAMLJAK: W haven't contenpl ated that
wth the State Land Departnent.

MEMBER FANT: Just a thought too and then
own the route in toto.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN

Q If the commttee and the Comm ssion approve a
CEC for the gen-tie, is the map that is shown at the end
of West Canp-5, which is our proposed CEC and is largely
if not conpletely identical to the placemat, is that the
map you woul d request that the commttee approve to show
the requested corridor?

A (Ms. Ramjak) VYes, it is.

Q We're going to shift down to di scussion of
Ten-Year Plan filings and Staff's anal ysis.

So did you submt a Ten-Year Plan for this

proj ect ?

A (Ms. Ramjak) Yes. West Canp Wnd FarmlI,

LLC, the project conpany, filed its Ten-Year Plan for the

gen-tie project on January 31 of this year. Slide 42 on
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ri ght-hand side here shows the |etter acconpanying that
filing.

| want to explain that at the tinme of the filing
we only included the APS interconnection at 345kV because
at the time we anticipated that the current construction
of Sitgreaves would allow West Canp 2 to interconnect to
APS s system at 345kV in a tinely manner.

However, given the nunber of APS interconnection
requests in the area, the ability for this project to
i nterconnect at Sitgreaves has been delayed. And so also
given the | atest study results we've received from APS on
their transm ssion system we wanted to al so incorporate
the option to interconnect at Sitgreaves at 500kV. So
that is not in the current ten-year filing but that woul d
be our intention in the next filing.

The January 31, 2025, ten-year filing also did
not include Option B to interconnect at SRP's 500kV
Chol | a- Sugar | oaf - Coronado transm ssion line. That would
al so be our intention to include that in the future
filing.

Q Has Corporation Commi ssion Staff had an
opportunity to review your interconnection plans and the
avai | abl e system i npact studies?

A (Ms. Ramljak) Yes. They've had an opportunity
to review the plans as well as the system i npact studies
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that we provided. | should al so caveat that those system
i npact studies were only for interconnection to APS' s
transm ssion system W don't yet have system i npact
studi es from SRP

We did note in our response to Staff's data
request that we intend to enter SRP's interconnection
gqueue during their next cluster w ndow that we anticipate
to open in January 2026. After that point, SRP woul d be
in their transm ssion system studi es, and we woul d have
results to share with Staff at that tine.

On Slide 41 here you can see an excerpt from
Staff's response to our provision of interconnection
information. What 1'll highlight here is it kind of --
in the mddle of this paragraph specific to Option A,
"Staff believes that Option A for the proposed project
could inprove the reliability and safety of the grid and
delivery of power in Arizona as |long as the upgrades
identified wwthin the transition cluster system i npact
study, or SIS, are properly inplenented.”

Staff was understandably unable to comment on
the reliability inpact of SRP Option B given the current
| ack of interconnection studies for the project.

Consi stent with other recent CECs approved in
scenari os where all systeminterconnection studies were
not yet conplete at the tine of the approval, our

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025 86

proposed CEC includes a condition which would require us,
the applicant, to submt final interconnection studies
that show the reliability inpact of the project to

Commi ssion Staff for their review

Q And that is found in proposed Condition 17 the
proposed CEC marked for identified as WC-5?

A (Ms. Ramljak) That's right.

Q And does the Staff letter that you referenced
cont ai ned as Exhibit West Canp-8, WC-8?

A (Ms. Raml jak) Yes.

Q Thank you.

What addi ti onal authorizations are
required for -- are required for the project?

A (Ms. Ramljak) So first the gen-tie project
woul d require a right-of-way fromthe Arizona State Land
Departnent as we di scussed. W submitted that
application in April of 2025. It received initial
approval s but is awaiting finalization.

ASLD has to conplete their appraisal report
process. AES al so needs to submt the results of
envi ronnmental surveys that we conducted within the CEC
corridor.

We expect to receive the State Land Departnent's
final right-of-way approval on this application by
February of 2026. |Inportant to note |I'mtalking here
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about the -- one of the two right-of-way applications
that Rob had nentioned. So this is the right-of-way
application that would cover collection roads and gen-tie
siting on state trust lands. The tine line for a
potential right-of-way application for turbine siting we
woul d expect approval later than February 2026.

So this right-of-way tine line conbined with the
time line of this hearing in our anticipated Navajo
County board of supervisors hearing in Decenber of 2025
woul d enabl e start of construction for the gen-tie
project and wind project as earlier as md 2026. That
time line would then enabl e comrercial operations in
2028.

Once the project gets closer to construction,
there are two nore permts nentioned in the bottomtwo
rows of Slide 43. That's an encroachnent permt fromthe
Arizona Departnment of Transportation and building and
commercial permts from Navaj o County.

Consistent with prior AES projects, we would
procure those permts as the project gets closer to
constructi on.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Just to follow up on that,
pl ease, Jordan. |t says you've not started the last two
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itenms here. How long do they typically take to get

t hrough Departnent of Transportation and buil ding and
comrercial permts? Are we |ooking at six nonths or are
you | ooking at two years or two weeks?

M5. RAMLJAK: | think it's closer to
bet ween two weeks and six nonths. The exact processing
time line |"'mnot sure for this particul ar project.

Maybe Rob can speak to that nore.

But | think the tinme line here is nore
dependent on AES' s advancenent of our engi neering design
for the project, so that's nore so why we haven't
submtted those yet. W want to advance our engi neeri ng
design nore before submtting for those permts.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So that's then in
the hands of APS, really, is your current speed bunp? |Is
that what | heard correctly?

M5. RAMLJAK: | woul d say, yeah, right now
the project's devel opnment schedul e the | argest constraint
Is certainty on the interconnection tinme |ine and of ftake
agr eenent .

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: As you tal k about -- |
take it you're going to talk about the project design
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soon?

M5. RAMLJAK: The gen-tie project design?

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Onh, sorry, can you talk
about supply chain issues that you may be running into?
It seens to nme that there are a | ot of people putting
towers and wires up and where your supply chainis in
regards to conpleting the project during your tinme franme?

MR. GARDNER: Yep. That's a great
guesti on.

So we have seen supply chain constraints in
our industry. A lot of those constraints are on
nonj uri sdi ctional equi pment such as nain power
transfornmers. |In a lot of scenarios those are taking
years to procure.

As far as transm ssion |line and
jurisdictional equipnent, that is part of our contracting
process to |lock the supply of those specific pieces of
equi pment t hroughout construction. And so when we hire
an | nsureon (phonetic) procurenent construction
contractor, that is part of our contracting is to buy
that equipnment on a tine line that is guaranteed to be
delivered in the tinme line that we need, and thus far we
have not had any issues with transm ssion poles, |ines,
and substation sw tchyard equi pnent del ays schedul e.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  Thank you.
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BY MR ACKEN:

Q And if | could follow up with that curiosity
guestion, throughout the construction of West Canp 1 it
has al ways been at a tine of supply chain constraints.
How has that affected your ability to construct West
Canp 1 in a tinely manner?

A (M. Gardner) So West Canp 1 is what | would
call ahead of schedule currently. The biggest constraint
with West Canp was the changes to the swi tchyard design
to ensure that future projects could connect to that
switchyard after it was constructed.

So just as an update on West Canp 1, we have al
of the turbines topped out, and we are nearing
energi zation of that switchyard. During construction we
have not had significant del ays due to equi pnent
deliveries. Most of it was nore on the design phase of
the switchyard and those changes to nake sure that we
were building a switchyard that was adequate for APS' s
option for the long-term

Q Thank you.

So, Jordan, that's a great segue to tal k about
gen-tie project design and structure types, if you woul d.

A (Ms. Ramljak) Sure. So for the gen-tie
project, specifically for the structures we anticipate to
primarily use steel nonopoles. But other structure types
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li ke Hframes, three-pole structures, steel lattice
towers and tubul ar steel towers may be required as
determi ned by final engineering. And that determ nation
wi |l be nmade based on the gen-tie voltage and single
versus doubl e-circuit applications.

At this tinme as discussed, we're considering
ei ther a 345 or 500kV gen-tie line. Qur primry design
assunmes single-circuit applications, but in our CEC
application, we did specify flexibility for either
single-circuit or double-circuit applications.

You can see in Slide 48 here on the right-hand
side. And when | advance the slide there will be nore
figures on Slide 50, diagrans of typical gen-tie project
structures that may be used. Exhibit G of our CEC
application includes a full Iist of possible structures.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: For the -- if you go with
Option B, you're going to cone into the swtchyard and
back out of the switchyard fromthe SRP |ine; correct?

MR. GARDNER: Yes, that's correct.

So the switchyard effectively cuts that
| ine, and so the 500kV will cone -- and fromthe south it
wll conme into the swtchyard, and then it will go out of
the swtchyard and conti nue on that I|ine.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. So are you pl anning
a double-circuit line or two separate lines, the in and
t he out?

MR, ACKEN. Menber Little, I'"mgoing to
gi ve them an opportunity to gather their thoughts. |
think the answer is that, you know, it's early in the
process, right, as far as they haven't even submtted the
i nterconnection request to SRP to know what SRP is going
to want.

| think the answer is going to be they'l
do what SRP tells themto do; right?

MEMBER LI TTLE: That makes sense.

MR. ACKEN. And so, M. Gardner, |'d ask
you to confirmone of the reasons that you've included a
variety of structure types is to provide that flexibility
to design and inplenment an interconnection that fits the
needs and demands of the interconnecting utility.

MR. GARDNER: That's correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: That makes sense. Thank

you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: In one of the -- well, the
geographic | ocation of this gen-tie lineis a bit -- is

pretty cold in the wintertine. Does your w nd generation
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systemrun year-round or is it nore in the winter, the
sunmer or nore in the sumer than the wnter, et cetera,
et cetera?

" m | ooking at really the issue of icing
the lines. Could you talk to that?

M5. RAMLJAK: Wen you're tal king about
icing of the lines, you're talking icing of the gen-tie
line?

MEMBER KRYDER: Correct.

M5. RAMLJAK: | woul d ask maybe Rob to
speak to nore of the specifics of the tenperature rating
of the gen-tie line, but at |east for the
nonj uri sdi ctional w nd turbines when we select the w nd
turbine configuration to use for the project, part of the
assessnment is we | ook at the operating tenperature range
of the wi nd turbines.

And we ensure that -- you know, up in
northern Arizona it gets really cold in the winter. It
al so gets really hot in the summer. And so we ensure
that the turbines can operate within the expected
tenperature range, but we al so | ook at under very cold
weat her conditions and very hot weather tenperature the
turbines do derate. And so we would also factor that in.
We | ook at the annual tenperature profile of the site,
and if there is expected turbine derating, that's
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sonething we factor into our energy estimtes for the
pr oj ect.

There are also -- especially because of the
recent events specifically in Texas there's been a | ot of
advancenents in w nd turbine deicing technology that if
appropriate we would | ook to incorporate on this project.

MR. GARDNER: | can get nore information
from our engineering teamon the specific --
specifications of the gen-tie lines. What | can speak to
is the significant amount of transm ssion infrastructure
already in this part of Arizona. | don't believe there
have been any issues with icing on any of our projects’
gen-ties up to this point or on APS s system stemm ng
fromthe Cholla Power Plant. But |I'mtaking that as a
followup with our engineering teamto nake sure that |
can give you the information on the specific gen-tie
rating for tenperature.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you very nuch. That
woul d be hel pful. | think everybody is a bit sensitized
to the thing comng out of the Texas news.

MR, ACKEN. Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN
Q Ms. Ramljak, if you would continue with your
di scussi on of gen-tie project design and structure.
A (Ms. Ramljak) Sure. [1'll also talk about the
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potential on-site switchyard which may be constructed
under interconnection Option B. |f constructed, that
woul d consi st of many of the sane conponents as a

nonj uri sdi ctional collector substation. The exception
bei ng that no main power transfornmers would be installed
at the swtchyard.

That 500-kilovolt swtchyard next to the SRP
transm ssion |ine would be enclosed by an eight-foot-tal
fence for security and would occupy a siting footprint of
up to 30 acres.

And as you asked, Menber Little, to interconnect
that new switchyard to the transm ssion grid the existing
SRP transm ssion |ine would be severed and the two ends
woul d be | ooped into the sw tchyard.

BY MR ACKEN

Q Next, describe the specific design
specifications that you're currently anticipating as well
as any additional tower structures that ny be used.

A (Ms. Ramljak) The structure height can range
anywhere from 115 feet to no nore than 195 feet in
hei ght. The visual simulations included in our
application assune that 195-foot height or as otherw se
noted in those visual simulations.

In terns of the nunber of structures, we
antici pate needi ng about six structures per mle of |ine,
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so that's about a thousand feet of spacing between each
structure, but the locations of those structures and the
specific distance between themw || be dictated by the
final gen-tie project design.

One of the constraints driving the siting of
those structures is a mninmum ground cl earance of at
| east 30 feet at the | owest sag point.

And once operational, the final right-of-way for
the gen-tie project will be 150 feet wide wthin that CEC
corridor.

So we're alnost at the portion of the testinony
where Colin wll show a virtual route tour. That
illustrates our anticipated mx of gen-tie structures for
a single-circuit 345kV gen-tie line. So, |ike |I said,
that's primarily steel nonopol es.

There's sonme specific | ocations where we need
turning structures, dead-end structures, and three-pole
structures so, for exanple, we may use three-pole
structures to cross under existing transm ssion |ines.

If the gen-tie line is 500 kilovolts, we
anticipate steel lattice towers nay be required to
provi de adequate spaci ng between the conductor cables, so
that's one key difference in the design between the 345
and 500kV gen-tie |ines.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rnan.
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CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |I'mjust curious. |'ve not
seen the tubul ar structure before, and |I'm wonderi ng
where that m ght be needed.

M5. RAMLJAK: So this would only be used ny
understanding if we were to have a double-circuit
application, which is not our current baseline design,
but we're requesting flexibility in the event that that's
needed.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN. Ms. Ranljak, anything further
on design or are we ready to nove to the virtual tour?

M5. RAMLJAK: | think we're ready for the
virtual tour.

MR. ACKEN. Ckay. Thank you.

So for the virtual tour M. Agner has been
patiently waiting for his opportunity, so we'll get that
| oaded and turn the mc over to him Thank you.

MR. AGNER: Ckay. Peaks, | have ny
conput er plugged in.

Ckay. |1'll go ahead and get us started.

So as we're loading in here as we do with
nost of our virtual tours, we'll start with a high-I|evel
overview. And once we get into that high-I|evel overview,
"1l kind of pause here for a nonment and go over sone
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features that are being highlighted.

So in the outer black boundary is the West
Camp 2 Wnd Farm boundary. The outer pink boundary is
the CEC corridor. The green line is the center line for
the gen-tie project. W do note that it's conceptual
because, again, the gen-tie itself could be sited
anywhere within the CEC corridor. W just want to note
that this is centerline now, but it is -- can be put
anywhere within the corridor.

W al so have our on-site sw tchyard
| ocation. Again, it's conceptual, but it can be sited
anywhere within the on-site switchyard siting area, which
is in the solid pink.

We al so have the existing APS and SRP
transm ssion and distribution |lines noted out as wel |,
and those will be 3D rendered as wel .

So just to give the commttee a preview of
what's about to occur, we're going to start fromthe
sout heast portion of the corridor, and we're going to
generally make our way west to the APS Sitgreaves
Substation, so we'll do a flyover of the entire gen-tie
first, and then we'll systematically go through KOPs 1
through 4, and I'Il pause at each of those, and |'|
di scuss that in a little detail, but also | wll describe
the visual inpacts at each KOP in greater detail whenever
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| get to nmy visual resource testinony.

So I'lIl go ahead and advance the virtual
tour. And, like | said, we are going to start in the
sout heast corner near collector project substation nunber
1. And we will be quickly advancing towards the on-site
switchyard which we will have 3D rendered as well.

G ven that swtchyards are jurisdictional
for the commttee, we went ahead and rendered that for
you all, and I'll go ahead and briefly pause whenever we
get to it just so that you all can take a |look at it.

And we al so have the wind facility turbines
3D nodel ed for contextual purposes.

CHWN STAFFORD: About approxi mately how big
wll the new switchyard for Option B have to be?

M5. RAMLJAK: The siting footprint? That
woul d be up to 30 acres.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: Could | ask to back up just
alittle bit so we can see the battery -- there that
pi ece.

That's a lot smaller footprint than I had
anticipated. |s that proportionally correct?

M5. RAMLJAK: The estimated siting
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footprint for the battery storage facility would al so be
up to 30 acres.

MEMBER KRYDER:  About how many acres?

MS. RAMLJAK:  30.

MEMBER KRYDER:  3-07?

MS. RAMLJAK: 3-0, yes.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you.

MR AGNER: |'Il go ahead and keep
advanci ng the tour.

And you can see there's also a | egend at
the top right-hand screen, and that corresponds to the
colors of the various outlines that you see on the
gr ound.

So we'll start to head our way in a nore
northerly direction, and this is where we would cross
SR 377. And once we've kind of reached this nore
northerly direction, we'll start to head nore of a south
to southwest direction. And you can start to see nore of
the wnd facility turbines comng into view as we kind of
get alittle bit closer to where they would be
potentially devel oped.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |If we coul d back up just
a -- | hate to stop you, you' re doing such a good job.
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Is that a river that we're crossing?
What is that?

s it a canyon?

M5. RAMLJAK: That's Porter Canyon.
VMEMBER COVSTOCK: And what's the span on

t hat canyon?

M5. RAMLJAK: | can |look at a nmap rea
briefly and --

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Thank you.

M5. RAMLJAK: -- get you an answer.

MR. ACKEN. And, Menber Constock, we
actually have pictures of that canyon that we'll present

|ater in the testinony to provide context of its scale.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: 1'll wait. Thank you.

MR. AGNER: Ckay. And now that we've
reached the southwest direction, it starts to head nore
directly west. And it's reaching collector substation
nunber 3.

And I'lIl go ahead and hit pause here for a
second and just, again, briefly note to the commttee
this is at least fromthe western perspective the
furthest that Option B would go. Anything here west
woul d be exclusively for Option Ato connect in to the
APS Si tgreaves Substation.

And then I'mactually going to again pause
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here for another quick second. As you can see in the
solid black boundary that is the West Canp 2 Wnd Farm
this is where the CEC corridor exits the West Canp 2 W nd
Farm Any of the CEC corridor fromhere to the APS
Sitgreaves Substation is in the West Canp 1 Wnd Farm

So between the West Canp 1 Wnd Farm and West Canp 2 the
CEC corridor is in -- within both those w nd farns.

And, like | said, we'll continue to head
west towards the APS Sitgreaves Substation. And as that
comes into view, I will go ahead and pause there to show
what that | ooks like, and then we will start to
systematically nove through KOPs 1 through 4.

And so |I'l| pause here. Again, you can see
the APS Sitgreaves Substation in view as well as the
potential design to connect the gen-tie project into the
Sitgreaves Substation would |ikely involve sonme sort of
expansion to be able to put the gen-tie project into the
APS Si tgreaves Substation.

So we'll now turn towards KOP 1, and,
again, I'll briefly describe the existing and sinul at ed
conditions and sone of the highlights of each of those,
but 1'Il go into greater detail during ny Exhibit E
t esti nony.

So at KOP 1 at the existing condition
phot ogr aph, you can, again, see the APS Sitgreaves
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Substation is well into view as well as the existing APS
transm ssion infrastructure is already prom nent within
t he | andscape.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | gathered fromthe
application in reading about these KOPs that this road,
which | ooks pretty well nmaintained, is used nostly for
mai nt enance on the West Canp 1 --

MR. AGNER: That is correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- wind facility?

So it's not open to the public?

MR. AGNER: That's our understanding is
that it is not. It mght also be used by |ivestock
grazi ng operators, but that's about it.

M5. RAMLJAK: Yeah, it's located on the
Aztec's property, and so the users of that road woul d be

w nd farm operators and grazing | essees on Aztec's

property.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Who maintains it?

M5. RAMLJAK: The wind farm

MEMBER LI TTLE: Do you want to maintain ny
road?

M5. RAMLJAK: If you want to let us build
w nd turbines on your property.
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MR AGNER: So we'll go ahead and npbve on
to the proposed conditions at KOP 1.

And, again, here you can see that there are
sone additional structures that are visible in the
| andscape as well as that potential buildout for the APS
Sitgreaves Substation. But, again, this type of
infrastructure is already pretty dom nant in the
| andscape.

And, again, this KOP would only be for
Option A as Option Ais the only one that is connecting
into the APS Sitgreaves Substation.

We'll nowturn to KOP 2. KOP 2 is also a
dirt access road that is also on Aztec property. And as
we nove towards it, you will see that it is further east
from conceptual project collector substation 3, so this
condition would be for both options A and B when we get
to the sinulated condition.

So I'll go ahead and pause here. As you
can see in the KOP 2 existing condition, there is sone
existing SRP transm ssion infrastructure that is still
visible in the background.

And then when we nove to the sinulated
condition, you'll again see that we've sinulated the w nd
facility turbines for contextual purposes. But this is
actually the portion of the gen-tie line as it's starting
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to nove southwest, and it's just before it kind of turns
nore in a directly western direction. So that's --

MEMBER KRYDER: GCh. M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | didn't nean to cut into
your -- I'msorry, M. Agner.

The question |I had was given the roads |ike
this and the fact that you're going to be bringing quite
a bit of steel in for the several structures, will these
roads serve as the -- to bring in the steel and the other
things that are necessary for the structures?

M5. RAMLJAK: So the road pictured in this
particular sinmulation is wthin the West Canp 2 project
area. So it hasn't been upgraded yet for w nd turbine
deliveries. So if we were to utilize existing ranch
roads for turbine deliveries, we would upgrade themto
ensure that they're capable of supporting the trucks
required.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So what does
upgradi ng nean? You put stone on or are you going to
actually pave them or how does that |look in the final --
the final when you' re working and constructing?

M5. RAMLJAK: Typically that involves the
w deni ng of road, conpacting of roads, leveling if
required. But we also typically use an aggregate. |
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woul d not expect to pave any of the wind farmroads for
turbi ne deliveries.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. So these roads then
i nproved woul d serve as the transport roads for the
tractor-trailers that bring in the conponent parts and
such.

Do you then have to build spurs off of them
to get to each of the several structures that you put
of f?

M5. RAMLJAK: Yes. So we anticipate State
Route 377, which runs through the project area, would be
our primary access route for turbine deliveries. But we
woul d need to build spur roads that access all of the
turbine |ocations, so it ends up |ooking like a web of
access roads, so those do need to reach every turbine for
del i veri es.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. And | see there is
a, | guess, a fence. It looks a bit primtive, but it
| ooks like it would stop cattle.

M5. RAMLJAK: Correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: So if we were to say just
randomy we go up to the first curve here that | ooks
anot her 150 feet ahead and take a hard left to get off
and build a spur road, do you have to put gates and al
of that in?
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M5. RAMLJAK: Yes. We would work with
Aztec who then would loop in their grazing | essees to
ensure that during construction and operation of the w nd
farmthey can continue cattle grazing operations, but
that would nost likely involve installing cattl eguards or
ot her gates at those types of crossings.

MEMBER KRYDER Ckay. So that's -- that's
just a part of the | ease that you have with Aztec or
what ever ?

M5. RAMLJAK: That's correct.

MEMBER KRYDER: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. AGNER: Ckay. |'ll proceed.

So the next two KOPs, KOP 3 and KOP 4, are
both along State Route 377, the main travel route around
this area. And KOP 3, which is going to cone first, is
for southbound traffic along SR 377. And we'll go ahead
and head into that view

And as you can see here, again you can
continue to see the SRP transm ssion infrastructure there
in the background. It's a little bit hard to nake out in
this image to fill in the color and the tinme of day right
now, but the existing West Canp wind farmturbines are
actual ly over here in the background.

And now we' |l nove to our sinulated
condition at KOP 3. And, again, you can see the turbines
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sinmul ated for context. But our structures are nore in
t he background area of the currently sinulated condition.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: I n the foreground
probably 50 feet in front of that picture, are those
natural gas |ine markers?

MEMBER KRYDER: It sure |looks like it.

MR. GARDNER: | believe that is correct.

MEMBER COVSTOCK: Do you intersect that
line at all in the project?

MR. GARDNER. So the gen-tie project |
woul d need to confirm whet her that crosses or not.
However, for the wind farm |'msure that we woul d have
some overl ap

And we've faced this before, and we have
al ways secured crossing agreenents with any pipeline
owners for construction and operations of the project.

MEMBER COMSTOCK:  And | know ny fell ow
nmenbers know this, but I would | ove to hear what your
pl ans are for that and how you plan on AC mtigation
should any lines intersect with your project with natural
gas |ines.

MR. GARDNER: | will have to talk with our
engi neers on the specific mtigation techniques if the
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transm ssion |ine does cross any of the pipelines.

However, for the project infrastructure and
turbines we will always set back above tip height from
the turbine -- or fromthe pipeline with our turbine
infrastructure to nmake sure that there is no inpact.

But et me nake a note and I will get back
to you with the specific mtigation techniques if we do
cross that pipeline.

VMEMBER COVSTOCK: And to AC mitigation just
isn't necessarily with a perpendicul ar crossing. It
could be parallel with the line as well. And AC
mtigation is one of the nost detrinental effects on the
natural gas steel pipeline that can be found in corrosion
i ssues, so it's an inportant issue that you need to
address or that we need to know how you will address that
in the future. Thank you.

MR. AGNER: Thank you.

"Il nove on to KOP 4.

KOP 4 is also along SR 377, but now we w ||
be looking at it fromthe perspective of northbound
traffic. And as we cone into this KOP, you can see that
we are nuch closer to the SRP transm ssion |line. And
that is reflected in the existing condition photograph as
wel | .

The existing SRP transm ssion line is nmuch
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nore promnent in this KOP. And then when we nove on to
the sinulated condition, you wll again see our -- the
gen-tie project is behind the SRP transm ssion |ine.

And, again, we've simulated the wind facilities for

cont extual pur poses.

And that was the conclusion of the virtual
tour. It will now start to zoom back out to the original
extent that we started with. |'m happy to go back to any
portion of the virtual tour or answer any questions that
comm ttee nenbers may have.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair, just a quick
one.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Di G cci o.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  The transm ssion |ines,
they' re about 400 feet up; correct?

MEMBER KRYDER: W can't hear you.

MEMBER DICICCI O Onh, sorry.

MEMBER KRYDER:  Sorry.

MEMBER DI CICCI O The transm ssion |lines --
well, | did that on purpose -- no.

So the transm ssion |ines are about
400 feet, correct, and you guys are about 600-plus?

M5. RAMLJAK: The turbine tip height --

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Yeah.

M5. RAMLJAK: -- would be roughly 600-pl us.
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That is accurate.

The existing height of the high-voltage
transmssion lines | think is closer to 250 feet.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O  2507?

So go back to that one -- | nean, for
what ever reason it just doesn't fit at least for ne as a

vi sual . Oh, | see -- well, | don't know it doesn't --

don't know, it looks like it should be a lot taller than
t hat .

CHW STAFFORD: Are you tal king about the
t ur bi ne?

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Yes, the turbine.

MR. ACKEN. M. Agner, can you describe how
these renderings are prepared and address Menber
D Ciccio' s question, which is a good one, | think that
goes to, you know, field of view, distance, but | think

it would be hel pful to go over and how are these

pr epar ed.

MEMBER DICICCIO Yeah, |I'mokay with this
just so you know. |'mjust curious about the visual part
of this.

MR. AGNER. No, so it is a matter of
di stance and perspective. And so whenever we go out, we
do on-site field verification where we use caneras to
take a panoram c photograph of the area.
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We then use the location and data provided
by AES to be able to 3D render these in the environnent.
And so these do take into things -- take things into
account such as field of view, distance, topography to
vegetation. A variety of factors that could otherw se
make it not look like it's a directly appl es-to-appl es
di stance conpari son.

MEMBER DICICCIO No. It just doesn't | ook
proportionate to me even fromhere even with the
expl anation because you' ve got that wind farmor the w nd
turbine in the front. And I knowit's fromthe very tip.

And you said that the transmssion line is
about 250 feet; correct?

M5. RAMLJAK: That's ny estimate just based
on the fact that our gen-tie structures |I know are
shorter --

MEMBER DI CI CCI O Yeah.

M5. RAMLJAK: -- and woul d cross under the
500kV 1i ne.

MEMBER DICICCIO Yeah, it just doesn't
| ook proportionate to ne is all.

MR. GARDNER: | believe -- and, M. Agner,
pl ease confirm-- that that turbine is actually behind
the gen-tie line. It's really hard to see.

MEMBER DI CI CCI O The first one?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025 113

MR. GARDNER: The sinulated gen-tie |ine.
MR. AGNER: Yes. Yeah. The sinulated

gen-tie line is behind --

MR. GARDNER: It's in front of the turbine.
MEMBER DICICCIO. It's in front?

MR. GARDNER:  Yes.

MR. ACKEN:. The existing is in front.

MR. GARDNER: Both are in front.

MR. AGNER. Both -- the SRP transm ssion

line, which is existing, the gen-tie project is behind

the SRP, and then the wind turbine is even further behind

t hat .

exer ci ses out

MEMBER DICI CCIO Ckay. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Just one question.

Are there any lowlevel mlitary flying
in this area?

M5. RAMLJAK: No, none.

MEMBER FANT: All right. Thank you.

M5. RAMLJAK: | also have a followup to

Menmber Constock's question about the width of Porter

Canyon. It's approximtely 200 feet where the gen-tie

woul d cr oss.

VEMBER COMSTOCK: Is there water in the
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bottom of that canyon or is it dry?

M5. RAMLJAK: Not fromour site
observati ons, no.

MEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.

MR. AGNER: Unl ess there are any ot her
guestions, that concludes the virtual tour.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Agner.
BY MR ACKEN

Q We're now going to shift to public outreach and
i nvol venent .

And we're going to start that with M. Gardner.
I'"d like you to tal k about the involvenent for this
project, tie that in to your efforts in this area over
t he past several years.

A (M. Gardner) Yeah. So over the last few years
obviously with the devel opnent of West Canp and Chevel on
Butte we've been significant nmenbers of the | ocal
communi ties and have gained a really good understandi ng
of how to share and transmt information in these
communities where there just aren't that many fol ks
living in the area or with great access to Internet in
the area, so with that in m nd we devel oped a public
outreach strategy with the assistance from SWCA to ensure
that local jurisdictions, public, and any ot her key
st akehol ders were aware of both the wind farmand this
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gen-tie project.

And so sone of the pieces of that would be our
proj ect website, which is updated with all rel evant
information to the project including hearing |inks and
application materials, sending out informational letters
to all property owners within a mle of the full w nd
farm so not just the smaller CEC corridor, but as you
can see on Slide 56 -- is that right -- oh, sorry, the
buzzer -- this thing just buzzed on nme -- on the right
figure of Slide 56 a significantly |larger portion of
| and, and | andowners were notified of both the gen-tie
project and the wind farm

Additionally, we published |Iegal notices with
the project and neeting details in |ocal newspapers, and
we held two in-person open house neetings in Hol brook,
Arizona to nmake sure that folks could conme tal k about the
proj ect and | earn about what we were up to.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | was | ooking for it here,
and | couldn't find the exact page. But | recall reading
in the miterials we got that there were two residences
within, like, two mles -- mle eight or sonething |like
that, and there was an interesting little cryptic note
that said there were two authorized residences, and the
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inplication to ne was there nust be sone outl aw
resi dences there al so.

| use that in terms -- living in Pim
County we have |'m not sure how nmany but quite a
nunber -- or quite a | arge nunber of the desert areas
away fromthe main popul ati on centers, people just canme
in and were outlaws. They never got any county
permtting or anything, but they showed up there. And
then after sone tine, | guess the authorities just chose
to ignore them or sonething.

And so with that background, are there
outl aw residences in the area?

MR. GARDNER That's a great question. So
there are permtted residences and unpernmtted residences
in this whole region. | would just say that in the area
where the nearest residences are there are very few
structures.

And so we don't go out and knock on every
structure's door to see if soneone's living in it. But
in the area near the project, there are very few
structures. And we want to make sure that the fol ks that
are living in permtted residences can cone and talk to
us about the project.

That being said, we send letters to any
| andowners in that area permtted or not. \Whoever's on

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

116



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 251 VOLUME I 10/27/2025

the register they get a letter and they can show up and
talk to us about the project.

Does that answer your question?

MEMBER KRYDER: It certainly does. And it
addresses for nme the difficulty had | been sitting in
your chair to try to realistically touch all the humans
that are out there and try to sort out the difference
between the permtted ones. You used a nicer termthan
did, permtted and nonpermtted residences of the area.

Thank you very nuch for the work that that
must be.

MR. GARDNER: O course. And we work hand
in hand with Navajo County to nake sure that the
permtted residences are permtted and those are the
fol ks, you know, that we can really reach out to. But we
reach out to everyone no matter permtted or not.

MEMBER KRYDER: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Is all the land private
land that's for the gen-tie? |Is that all owned by the
same property owner?

MR. GARDNER: Yes, sir. All of the private
land i s owned by Aztec Land and Cattle.

CHW STAFFORD: Are there squatters living
on Aztec Land and Cattle's Land?

MR. GARDNER: No, sir. | don't think they
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woul d |i ke that very nuch.

CHWN STAFFORD:  Okay.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | noticed when | was
review ng the application that you didn't use soci al
nmedia at all in your outreach. | was wondering why.

MR. GARDNER:  Yeah, good question. So |
can chalk that up to kind of what | nentioned about we've
been in the area for a long tine, and as a practice AES
has never really used social nedia.

That has never stopped us from having
significant input with the |ocal communities. And so at
our open house we sent out 88 letters. And we had nine
peopl e show up, which doesn't -- may not sound |ike a
lot, but it's a pretty a high hit rate for this area.

MEMBER KRYDER: 10 percent.

MR. GARDNER: And so we evaluated after
that -- those open house neetings if we should try and do
a social nedia canpaign. However, we felt |like we were
able to speak with the nost inpacted people. And those
fol ks that have a residence nearest the project showed
up, and we had di al ogue and engagi ng conversations with
them And so we felt that our, you know, public outreach
canpai gn was sufficient to reach the nost folks in the
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area that woul d be inpacted.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: Thank you, M. Chair.

Just for the record, Hol brook and two ghost
towns west of Hol brook called Rimmy Jims and Two Quns
were three of the wildest towns in the wild west. In
1884, Hol brook had 250 citizens, and they were proud that
they got their nurder rate down to 26 people. So
10 percent of the citizens of Hol brook were killed in
1884, and they canme fromthe Hashknife Qutfit.

MR. GARDNER: |'m sure the Hashknife Qutfit
was a big part of that.

MEMBER FANT: CQutfit, yeah, who were a den
of bank robbers, cattle westlers and other hell-raisers.

MR. GARDNER: This project is |located on
t he Hashkni fe Ranch.

MEMBER FANT: Right. Legendary.

MEMBER KRYDER: And, M. Fant, they all
nmoved to New Ol eans after they noved out?

MEMBER FANT: Springerville.

MR, ACKEN. |'m not sure how |I'm supposed
to follow that or segue that. I'msorry, | won't try.

BY MR ACKEN:
Q M. Gardner, 1'd like you to describe the
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proj ect website, please.
A (M. Gardner) So as | previously stated, the
proj ect website -- or the website provides the public and

all relevant stakeholders and interested parties with key
project information not only about the wind farm but al so
specifically about the gen-tie project.

The website provides a forumfor public coment
wher eby anyone can go in and type a public comment, and
that public comment goes directly to us as the project
t eam

This website was updated throughout the CEC
application as nore information was avail able |ike the
application, dates of the open neetings, and this hearing
and links to this hearing and public comrent period.

Q You nmentioned the nailers that you did to nearby
residences. | want you to talk about that a little nore.

And if you spoke with Navajo County about this
outreach process, discussed with themtheir thoughts on a
publ i ¢ engagenent social nedia canpaign, |'d |like you to
share your thoughts about that as well.

A (M. Gardner) Yeah. So the informational
letter that we sent out introduced the gen-tie project
and al so gave people information on how to get in touch
w th us and when the neetings were and how to engage with
the project team
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We go through an extensive citizen participation
plan with Navajo County. Navajo County provides feedback
on that plan to nake sure that our public participation
plan is in line with the goals and needs of the county.
So, yes, we engaged significantly with the county on
this.

And just to restate, we did send these letters
to all property owners within one mle of the proposed
West Canp Wnd Farm and gen-tie project, and that total ed
about 88 mamilings. Additionally, we did send letters to
all municipalities within five mles of the project.

And on the Slide 60 you will see the
informational letter and then the affidavit of the | egal
advertisenent.

Q And I'd like you to remnd the committee or
maybe talk a little bit nore about that |egal
advertisement that went to provide notice as well.

A (M. Gardner) Yep. So we published the | egal
advertisement in the Tribune, which serves -- it's a
| ocal newspaper in Navajo County, and we did publish that
on August 20, 2025, which was seven days prior to the
publ i c neetings.

And, as | said, you can see a copy of the | egal
affidavit of that |egal advertisenent on the right side
of Slide 60.
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Q Next, describe the in-person open houses that
you hel d?

A (M. Gardner) The in-person open houses were
both held in Hol brook, Arizona at the Anerican Legion
Post. We captured nmultiple tines during the day one
during lunchtinme from 12 to two and another after work
hours fromfive to seven

This was an informal open house whereby fol ks
could cone, and we had | think seven -- eight project
menbers there that were avail able for questions. W had
poster boards that were not only about the w nd farm but
a | ot about the gen-tie project.

In addition to the visual sinulations that you

saw during the virtual tour we also had visual

simul ations of the wind farm and maps of all the routing.

There, coment forns were avail able for anyone

in person to show up and wite a public coment that we

woul d address and talk to. And, like | said, we had good

engagenent here. W got to talk to a |ot of the fol ks
that we had been trying to get ahold of that were
living -- or that |ived nearby the wind farm

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Gardner, can | ask you
to maybe tell us -- | didn't find anywhere in the
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application any of the comments or your responses or --
and it sounds like maybe it was nostly just verbal
exchange.

Can you give ne a sense of what -- what the
public was telling you?

MR. GARDNER:  Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: A lot of us are curious
about that.

MR. GARDNER: Yes. 100 percent. So we
will go through the three formal public comments that we
received. But | can give you a broader idea of the
sentinment at these neetings and ot her neetings that we' ve
had.

So for a lot of people that |ive near the
proj ect they are thinking about property val ues and
maki ng sure that the project won't inpact those. 1In a
|l ot of cases we will work with themto understand what
their specific concerns are.

So one of the comments we received was from
one of the | andowners that |ive nearby the project. They
wer e concerned about the setback fromtheir barn and
their house fromturbines. W voluntarily increased the
setback to acconmodate their concerns to one mle from
their barn. And so that's kind of -- a lot of that is
fromthe public
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And then we've had a lot of neetings with
| ocal busi ness owners, school districts, et cetera. It's

alittle bit of a different beat there where because we
have al ready brought the Chevel on Butte Wnd Farm and
West Canp Wnd Farm fol ks have a pretty good

under standi ng of the real econom c benefit of the
projects. And so a |ot of people that we neet wth,
especi al |y busi ness owners, they want to understand the
timng of the project and how they can get involved with
the project and see sone of the benefits that they bring
economi cal l y.

Does that answer your question?

MEMBER LI TTLE: It hel ps, yes.

Can you tell nme how nuch noi se the w nd
t ur bi nes make?

The people that |live next door to ne have a
wind turbine in their front yard. 1It's an old one. It
drives ne crazy. |I'mglad it's broken right now.

MR. GARDNER: Sure. So | can talk through
the requirenents in Navajo County. So Navaj o County has
one of the nore strict noise ordinances that | have seen.
And | reserve the right to correct this, but |I believe
that the requirenent is 50 decibels at any sensitive
receptors near them

50 decibels, the equivalent is akin to a
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refrigerator running. And so there would never -- and |
don't know about you all but | don't hear ny refrigerator
very loud. W would not be allowed to build a project
that exceeds that threshold at any receptor. So that's
t he nearest noise receptor to our whol e project could not
exceed that volune, if that hel ps.

MEMBER LI TTLE: It does. Thank you.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Const ock.

MEMBER COMSTOCK: |'mtrying to determ ne
if inside the CEC application or -- is there any tri bal
land in there?

M5. RAMLJAK: There's no tribal land in
this CEC corridor or its vicinity.

VMEMBER COVMSTOCK: Thank you.

MR. GARDNER: Can | correct nyself? |It's
actual ly 45 decibels, so it's even quieter than 50. MW
apol ogi es.

MR. ACKEN. And, Menber Constock, we wl|
tal k about cultural resources and tribal outreach in
Ms. Lytle Bonine's testinony |ater today or tonorrow.

MR, GARDNER: And additional noi se surveys
that we've conducted for the gen-tie project.

MR. ACKEN:. Yes, that too. Thank you.

So you nentioned the public coment from
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the nearby residents. | would like you to tal k about
those -- one of the three, quote, formal coments that
you received on this project. 1'd like you to discuss
that now for the committee.

CHW STAFFORD: On, M. Acken, are those
detailed in your hearing Exhibit 3, the public outreach
summary?

MR. ACKEN:. So everything that M. Gardner
Is discussing is detailed in West Canp-3.

Also, we will cover -- M. Agner will cover
sone additional topics that relate to the specific notice
for this hearing that's also contained in Wst Canp-3.

But, yes, M. Gardner's testinony is
suppl enent ed by that.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

MR. GARDNER: Yeah, | can briefly cover it.
It won't take too nmuch tine. But as we -- | think, you
know, we've stated we received three public comments, one
from Ari zona Gane and Fish, one fromthe City of Hol brook
and then that comment that | just discussed fromthe
near by resident at the open house. And the first two
comments will be discussed in greater detail later in the
t esti nony.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you.

/1
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BY MR ACKEN
Q So now we are going to turn to the public notice
for the CEC hearing itself. And for that, I'mgoing to
turn -- we're going to turn back to M. Agner.

M. Agner, how has the applicant provided public
notice to have the application as required by law in the
procedural order in this matter?

A (M. Agner) Yes. So the applicant provided
notice of the CEC hearing through several formats. These
nmet hods i ncluded sending out an informational letter,
publ i shing the notice of hearing as a legal affidavit in
| ocal newspapers, the installation of notice of hearing
signs along the gen-tie project, and the public posting
of the CEC application.

"Il describe each of these in greater detai
shortly.

Q |"d like you to start with the informationa
letter. Can you describe the letter in greater detail?

A (M. Agner) | can.

So the informational letter was sent out on
Sept enber 22, 2025, and we used the sane mailing |ist
that was used for the in-person open house letter.

The CEC hearing informational |letter provided
project information and also infornmed the reader that the
CEC application has been filed. The letter also provided
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key CEC hearing information, and it al so indicated where
to find a hard copy of the CEC application.

And if you |l ook on Slide 70, it shows a copy of
the notice of hearing informational letter.

Q Descri be the newspaper publication to provide
notice of this hearing.

A (M. Agner) Yes. So the applicant published
the notice of hearing as a | egal advertisenent three
times in two publications. The notice of hearing was
publ i shed as a | egal advertisenment in the Arizona
Republic on Septenber 19, 2025, and Septenber 20, 2025.

The applicant al so published the notice of
hearing as a | egal advertisenent on the Painted Desert
Tri bune Sept enber 24, 2025.

Slide 72 shows copies of the affidavits as well
as the notices in the newspapers thensel ves.

| do want to note that all three advertisenents
were published wthin ten days of the CEC filing, which
occurred on Septenber 15, 2025.

Q Descri be the --

CHWN STAFFORD: And at | east 30 days before
this hearing; correct?
MR. AGNER  Yes.
BY MR ACKEN
Q That's the one we can't m ss.
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Next describe the availability of the public to
review the application at a local Ilibrary.

A (M. Agner) Yes. So a copy of the CEC
application was nade available at the City of Hol brook
public library. And, in addition, the application was
al so made avail able on the project website, and it was
al so avail able on the Arizona Corporation Comm ssion's
docket control.

WC-3 includes e-mails fromthe Hol brook |ibrary
manager confirm ng recei pt of the CEC application, and
Slide 74 on the screen shows pictures of the CEC
application as it sits in the Hol brook library.

Q And did the applicant post signs al ong the

gen-tie route for travelers along public right-of-ways?

A (M. Agner) Yes. The applicant installed signs

on Septenber 26, 2025. WC-3 includes greater detail
about this. And Slide 76 shows a map, a representative

pi cture, and the notice of hearing sign text.

Q What are the affected jurisdictions in this case

to which notice had to be provided?

A (M. Agner) Yes. So the affected jurisdictions

i ncluded the Arizona State Land Departnent and Navaj o

County. Both of who have | and managenent authority.
However, because the CEC corridor crosses

Arizona State Route 377 we al so included the Arizona
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Departnent of Transportation as an affected jurisdiction.

WC- 3 includes confirmation of service to the
affected jurisdictions that was filed in the docket on
Sept ember 22 and 23, 2025.

Q And has the applicant received any concerns or
further coments regarding the application from affected
jurisdictions?

A (M. Agner) No, they have not.

Q And did the applicant keep the project website
updated as well to receive feedback for any to cone?

A (M. Agner) Yes. The project website was

updated to i nclude key CEC hearing information, including

virtual participation links as well as other hearing
l'i nks.
Q And no further comments were received beyond
what M. Gardner provided testinony on; is that correct?
A (M. Agner) That is correct.
Thank you.
MEMBER DRAGO: M. Chairman.
CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Drago.
MEMBER DRAGO. Yeah, it | ooks like you did
a lot of activity in the Cty of Hol brook.
While they're not an affected jurisdiction,
did you get any interest fromCty council to present
there or anything |like that?
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MR. ACKEN. That may be a question best for
Rob or Jordan, and | will note that they did receive the
response fromthe City of Hol brook that | believe
Ms. Lytle Bonine will provide testinmony on further.

But specifically as whether a request to
present |I'd turn that over to the AES team

MR. GARDNER. We have not had a request to
present. However, we've engaged with both the Hol brook
School District and |local elected officials, and they're
aware of the project. And the mayor of Hol brook spoke at
one of the Navajo County renewabl e energy |istening
sessions i n support of renewable energy in the | ocal
ar ea.

MEMBER DRAGO: Thank you.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair, it does | ook
li ke you did present in front of the --

CHW STAFFORD: M. Di G ccio, can you
pl ease get close to the m crophone.

MEMBER DICICCIO Ch, yeah, | keep doing
t hat .

So it does look like you did present in
front of the County at |east fromone of the things | saw
i n here.

MR. GARDNER. We have presented in front of
the county and had nmany neetings wth Navaj o County.
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However, the specific Hol brook city council we have not
had any requests to have specific project neetings.

MEMBER DRAGO: Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Does that concl ude your
public notice section of the testinmony, M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN. It does, M. Chairnman.

CHW STAFFORD: | think this |ooks |ike a
nice place to take a break before you get into the

envi ronnent al st udi es.

Menmber Fant.
MEMBER FANT: Yes. | just wanted to
clarify a comment | made about Springerville. | was

deadly serious what | said. Everybody thinks Tonbstone
was violent in the 1880s, but Hol brook, Rimy Jims, Two
Guns, and Springerville were the wild frontier towns in
Arizona. So they were cowboy shoot 'em up places, so --

CHWN STAFFORD: Thank you. Thank you very
much.

Wth that, we'll take a 15-m nute recess.

(Recess from4:15 p.m to 4:34 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: It's getting late in the
day, so | think what we need to do next before we talk
about environnmental studies is tal k about the potenti al
for a tour.

| believe the tour protocol proposal has
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been marked as Exhibit WC 7.

M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN. Yes, that's correct. W did
put together a tour protocol consistent with direction in
the procedural order and | ongstandi ng practice.

A couple things | want to highlight from
this, and | say "we put it together.” M. Ranmjak put it
together, so | may ask her to follow up after | provide
some comments.

It's not an easy tour to do from a distance
standpoint. It's about two hours away, up to two hours
away. So we'd | ooking at a seven-hour tour. So it would
take the day in order to do that.

We'd | eave here at 9 a.m The first
stop -- we would be able to reach the first stop around
10: 30, which is that switching -- the on-site swtchyard
area we tal ked about with respect to Option B

But then it's an hour drive on the interior
roads to reach the project substation and anot her
40 mnutes to reach the Sitgreaves Substation. An hour
and a half to get back to Hol brook fromthere.

And then by that tinme it's lunch. And
then, you know, we'd get back to this area by about
four o'clock.

So it would be an all-day tour. This is as
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the testinony indicated still an active construction site
for West Canp 1. So it's manageable, but it would
requi re perhaps sone safety training and protocols. But
so that's the high-1evel discussion of it.

Jordan, is there anything you want to add?

M5. RAMLJAK: No. The only thing |I would
add is the three proposed tour stops are under this
on-site switchyard siting area Bert nentioned, which is
under the existing SRP 500kV line, the project
substation, and then Sitgreaves sw tchyard.

So we woul d have to have personal
protective equi pnent for anyone | eaving the van at stops
2 and 3 within the West Canp construction site.

MEMBER DICICCIO M. Chair.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, M. DiGiccio.

MEMBER DICICCIO  |'mokay. | nean, they
did an amazi ng presentation today. They've touched on
everything. They had a really good virtual tour. I'm
good wi thout having to do the tour tonorrow.

CHWN STAFFORD: Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: 1'd love to see the area.

You don't have a helicopter to get us there

faster?
MR. ACKEN. | will answer that. No.
There are alternative ways at alternative
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times perhaps. You know, if it is the election of

i ndi vidual commttee nenbers to see a working w nd
project, this teamcan do that. Whether that's tonorrow
or at a tine of your choosing, you know.

MEMBER KRYDER: M. Chai rman.

CHW STAFFORD: Menber Kryder.

MEMBER KRYDER: | would agree with Menber
DiCcciothat | think the virtual tour did a fine job.
And as nmuch as | would like to see it as Menber Little
stated, | think that the juice ain't worth the squeeze.

CHW STAFFORD: And this time you' re not
tal ki ng about electricity as juice.

MEMBER KRYDER  Ri ght.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would agree. | wll stop
by there on -- next tine | head east.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Yes, | think
seven hours is -- that's quite the tinme commtnent for
three stops.

Menber Fant.

MEMBER FANT: M. Chair, |I'd point out that

area al so m ght be haunt ed.

CHW STAFFORD: Well, | think it's probably
best that we not do a tour. | don't think it's necessary
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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for this particular case. Haunted or not, | think a
better use of our tinme would be to continue with the
presentation of evidence and not spend seven hours, nost
of which woul d be spent driving.

So with that, | think we can recess for the
evening to cone back at 5:30 for public comment. W wl
stay on the record until six o' clock to take public
coment .

And then we'll come back in the norning at
9 after the conclusion of the public coment. So unless
there's anything further from nenbers.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairman.

CHW STAFFORD: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | would just like to say
for the record that if there was reason to feel |ike
there -- this was a contentious project in any way that
there were -- that the public was interested in and had
concerns that perhaps we m ght change our m nds about the
public -- or the tour.

But in light of the fact that there's
al ready so many projects out there, and this one doesn't
seemto be -- have a |l ot of disagreenent fromthe public.
| just wanted that on the record, please.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

And the fact that it's a single | andowner
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for the gen-tie project certainly mtigates the inpacts
of having nmultiple different | andowners w th conpeting
poi nts of view on the project.

So anything el se?

M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN:. Nothing further at this tine.
Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. Thank you.

Wth that we'll recess until 5:30 when we
come back for public conment.

(Recess from4:40 p.m to 5:30 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go on the record. It
is now 5:30, the tinme for public comment for line siting
case 251.

Do we have any nenbers of the public in the
roomto make comment? W have one. Wuld you pl ease
approach the podiumand tell us your nanme and spell your
| ast nanme for the court reporter. You have three
m nut es.

M5. MElI XLER  Good eveni ng, Conm ssi oners.
My name is Kelly Meixler from Navajo County, and |'m here
because sonething is wong and it's happening fast. West
Canp 2 isn't another wind farm it's potentially 500
nmegawatt battery storage and towers taller than downtown
Phoeni x sprawl ed across 500 -- or 50,000 acres, nost of
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it's private land, |eased quietly.

This is intentional so they avoid national
and federal -- federal and state regulation. No one is
finding out about this. None of the citizens are paying
attention. Those who are paying attention can't see
what ' s happening. | found the Painted Desert little
noti ce that 3800 peopl e may have seen.

But they didn't do anything in Snow | ake.
They didn't put anything out in the Wiite Muntain
I ndependent, which gets a far larger circulation than
3800 people. They haven't done anything on social nedia
and | think this is all intentional.

It's all to obfuscate what's happening. W
just found out today about the new eight-mle -- or the
new solar farmeight mles from Snowflake. So this is
happening all around us. Citizens are not being -- you
can tell us that you gave us two hours on this day and
two hours on that day, but |I'm paying attention.

| didn't know it was happening. |I'ma
menber of the Gvic Integrity Al liance of Northeastern
Arizona. | have been asking the board of supervisors
there to have this conversation about all these
renewabl es and just put a pause until we finish the
Section 230 review that is being done at the federal
| evel concerning the national security issues of using
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commerci al off-the-shelf products in these wi nd turbines
and these BESS systens.

|"mjust saying can we wait? Do we have to
chase this tax subsidy? |Is there any noney in the tax
subsidy for fire suppression? Because | didn't hear
anyt hi ng nmenti oned about fire suppression. | heard they
tal ked to people within a mle of those honmes or of those
future towers

But these boondoggles at 700 feet have a
debris field of bigger than two to three mles from what
I"'mto understand. And a debris field of two to three
mles neans two to three mles worth of people should
have been infornmed. They should have a voice here. And
besi des that, our skies are going to be blinking with red
lights. It's going to affect a | ot of people.

A | ot of people.

And we're not being consulted. W' re not
bei ng asked. This isn't right.

Conmmi ssi oners, please pause this. Denand
the full county get notice, not 88 neighbors. GCet either
the environnmental studies. Let's not sign it, say yes
and then it all comes out |ater.

Today Eli Crane prai sed NAU for canceling
its contract with GQUPT [sic] after it was flagged in a
nati onal security review. Please give Eli Crane another
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reason to appl aud what's happening in Flagstaff by
denying -- del aying approval until we know that the
commercial off-the-shelf products that will go into these
systenms are not going to contain spyware. Please help
us. For the people of Navajo County who were not
consulted, I"'mhere to confidently tell you that this
juice is not worth the squeeze to us. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Are there any
nore nmenbers of the public to make comment here in the
room Al right. Do we have sone online? | see Aztec
Land and Cattle Conpany on Zoom Do you wi sh to nmake
publ i ¢ coment ?

MR. O HACO Hel |l o.

CHW STAFFORD: Hello. Who is speaking?

MR OHACO M nane is JimO Haco, I'ma
rancher sout hwest of W nsl ow.

CHWN STAFFORD: Coul d you pl ease spell your
name for the record?

MR O HACO O, apostrophe H-a-c-o, O Haco

CHW STAFFORD: What's your first nane

agai n?
MR O HACO Jim
CHWN STAFFORD: Ji n?
MR. O HACO  Yes, sir.
CHW STAFFORD: Gkay. Thank you. Pl ease
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proceed. You have three m nutes.

MR O HACO Ckay. W have a ranch
sout hwest of Wnslow, about 35 mles, that AES has put a
wind farmon. |It's a 500-nmegawatt project, 103 turbines,
| believe. And they finished it last spring. They did
it in tw phases, about half and half. The first
contractor was Mrtenson Construction, and the second
contractor was Wanzek Constructi on.

But | would just like to say we've been
ranching in that area for years and years, even before
Arizona was a state. And | was apprehensive at first of
the project, but we had a good experience all the way
t hr ough.

AES, the parent conpany, has done a

remar kable job. They tore up a ot of country at first

but they've restored it to, you can't hardly tell they've

been there other than the turbines are sticking up there.
But they reseeded it.

They took care of the wildlife. They got
the ranch rules, they followed those. Cattle wasn't a
probl em getting m xed up. The roads, they've built very

good. They've built themup and used gravel. So when it

does rain, they're all-weather roads. | had no problem

wth AES. They've been good farnmers with ne. |If

anybody's got any questions, |'ll try to answer them
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But thank you very nuch.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you.

Up next | see a nunber, 602390. Do you
wi sh to nmake public comrent?

Hearing none, | see a Lisa Vincente. Do
you W sh to make public comrent ?

M5. VINCENTE: | would. Thank you.

CHWN STAFFORD: Pl ease proceed.

M5. VINCENTE: H . So | have been
following this wind -- the renewabl e ordi nances for a
long tine. And we have been trying to have dial ogue with
t he board of supervisors for a year and a half and they
kept pushing off that it wasn't tinme, it wasn't tinme, and
we' ve never gotten on the agenda.

We've sent you all a formal conplaint. W
woul d i ke to have resolution 172025 reopened so that we
can di scuss the ordi nances properly before you proceed to
make deci sions about this project.

There -- 1it's drafted up in the e-mail that
was sent, the bottomline is that the public has not been
notified properly and they are 15 different violations
fromfederal, state, |ocal, county, all the way down. So
we woul d highly reconmend, Civic Integrity Alliance, we
would really like it if you considered our concerns that
the public is not being involved enough.
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| could say nore. |I'mfrustrated. Because
not -- our county assessor did not even know that the
West Canp 2 project was going on until a week ago.
think that's strange and troubling. Thank you.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Up next we have
Jacob Prochnow.

MR. PROCHNOW  Good eveni ng, everyone.

Li ke you nentioned, Adam ny nane is Jacob Prochnow, |'m
with Mortenson Construction, and we are the genera
contractor that's currently involved in erecting the
construction of the wind turbines for Wst Canp 1.

And | just wanted to tal k today and share
my viewpoint. VLike | said, | amwith the general
contractor and when we do cone into the job site, we do
try to make the places, Navajo County, better than where
we found it. W try to stinulate the |ocal econony by
usi ng |l ocal contractors, Perkins Cinders, GAR the |oca
Snowf | ake Snokehouse, Barbie Drilling, on and on and on,
as many | ocal subcontractors that we can use that are
awar ded thousands, mllions of dollar contracts to help
pronote them

In addition to just the local restaurants
and R V. parks and grocery stores and all the I ocal
anenities that Navajo County has to offer and all the
hundreds of people that cone here are providing the noney
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that goes into the | ocal econony to help out Navajo
County.

And not just froma financial aspect, but
we really have the people-first nmentality and have
participated in nmany | ocal charities throughout Navajo
County, the Trunk-and-Treat in Show Low we have done both
| ast year and this year, bike hel nmet drives,
Heber - Overgaard funds, just really people-first
mentality. And had the opportunity to have Monte Heber
and had the | ocal group of local boys at the LDS
comrunity conme out to the site and showcase what careers
on the wnd farmessentially look Iike in Mrtenson
Construction and outside Mrtenson Construction.

So those groups really cone into the
community and leaving it a better place than where we
left it, both because we're here for a short tinme but we
want the inpacts that we make to be everlasting in a
positive way. So thank you for your tine.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Are there any
ot her nmenbers of the public that wish to nmake comment ?
Ei ther online, on the phone or in the roonf

M5. BELLENDIR: This is Claire with Aztec
Land and Cattle and 1'd | ove to conment when appropri ate.

CHW STAFFORD: Now is a good tine. Can
you pl ease spell your |ast nane for the court reporter?
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M5. BELLENDIR: Sure. Bellendir. Caire
Bellendir. B-e-l-l-e-n-d-1I-r.

CHWN STAFFORD:. Pl ease proceed.

M5. BELLENDI R:  Thank you for having this
hearing, for listening. | amin support of this project
and the transmssion line. | wanted to reiterate what we
wote in our letter of support. This project, this
transm ssion line specifically isin-- it's within the
bounds, it is supported by -- it is contenplated in the
Aztec area plan, and that plan is a docunent that was
adopt ed by the Navaj o County board of supervisors in
2011.

It outlines devel opnent for the area,
general quidelines for devel opnent. And the purpose of
the plan is to ensure that future proposed uses are
conpatible with existing uses. G ven the transmn ssion
infrastructure and the generation that is currently in
the area, | think an additional transmssion line is
absol utely appropriate and necessary.

And then |I guess | would add I'm not sure
what you've discussed in your hearings thus far, but just
a comment, the transm ssion |ine connects into the newy
built substation, which was sized to accommpdate future
uses.

So anyway, thank you for I|istening.
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appreciate your tine. And if you don't m nd whenever
appropriate, ny dad also is Aztec, is on now. He was

t hat phone nunber that couldn't talk, the 602-390 nunber,
so when you'd like to hear from himhe's ready.

CHW STAFFORD: | think now would be a
great tine.

MR. BROPHY: My nane, Chairman, is Steve
Brophy. Can you hear ne okay?

CHWN STAFFORD: Yes, can you pl ease spel
your |l ast name for the court reporter.

MR. BROPHY: B-r-o-p-h-y. And I'm
presi dent of Aztec Land and Cattl e Conpany.

And |I'd like to bring perhaps the obvious,
but to ne inportant facts to the attention of the
Commi ssi on.

Nunmber one, our |and since the early '60s
has been increasingly crisscrossed by high-voltage
transm ssion lines. There's two -- there are two, three
500kVA | ines crossing our land and there are two 345kVA
lines crisscrossing our land. All were built in service
of the existing and then expanded power generation at
Chol la, and all of them serve the Phoenix netropolitan
area to the south and west and to the northeast out
towards Hoover Dam You all understand, |'msure, the
course of those transm ssion |ines.
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My point in raising that is that as was
nmentioned, there is an existing Sitgreaves transm ssion,
or substation to the east of the line that you're
considering. And it's sized to allow capacity from ot her
wi nd projects.

|"'mnot if sure your role is to rule or
consider the rights and wongs of wind projects, but
rather to husband the use and | ocati on of power I|ines.
And that's, forgive ne for saying what | think your role
is, but with that in mnd, these power transm ssion |ines
are really an asset of the public.

And if you were to replace themtoday,
they'd cost billions of dollars. And they've been built
and paid for by the electrical power-using public of
Ari zona.

And so to sinply have Cholla shut down and
say these power transm ssion assets can no | onger be used
sinmply doesn't make any sense and it's not fair to those
who have paid for themin their electrical use and the
future generations who will need the power fromthem

Another point |1'd |like to make is that of
the 10-mile or so line that you' re considering, nine of
the 10 mles is on Aztec |land. Land that we've owned
since 1884.

We support wi nd energy devel opnent because
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it's the future of power in Arizona, particularly wth

t he demands pl aced on the power grid by Al and chip

manuf acturing just comng to our shores so to speak. And
it sinply can't be a wise use of public resources to then
declare off |limts and unused the existing power

transm ssion resources which need to connect to
generati on.

So | urge your approval of this.

CHW STAFFORD: Thank you. Are there any
ot her menbers of the public on the line to make coment ?

AV TEAM MEMBER: | believe that's everyone,
M. Chai r man.

CHW STAFFORD: All right. W wll stay
here until at |east six o' clock to allow additional
menbers of the public to make comment if they choose. So
until such tine as nore nenbers of the public show up to
make coment we'll go off the record and then if sonmeone
shows up to nmake coment we'll go on the record to take
that comment. Let's go off the record.

(Recess fromb5:48 p.m to 6:00 p.m)

CHW STAFFORD: Let's go back on the
record.

It is now six o' clock. Are there any other
menbers of the public who wi sh to make comment ?

(No audi bl e response.)
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CHW STAFFORD:. There appears to be no one
in the room

| s anyone online or on the phone that wants
to make comment ?

(No audi bl e response.)

CHW STAFFORD:. Seeing none, this wll
conclude the public comment this evening. W wll recess
until we cone back in the norning at nine a.m to resune
the hearing on the application. W stand in recess.

(Proceedi ngs recessed at 6:00 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )

BE IT KNOMWN that the foregoi ng proceedi ngs were
taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.

| CERTIFY that | amin no way related to any of the
parties hereto nor am| in any way interested in the
out cone her eof.

| CERTIFY that | have conplied with the ethical
obligations set forth in ACIA 7-206(F)(3) and
ACJA 7-206(J)(1)(9) (1) and (2).

Dat ed at Phoeni x, Arizona, COctober 31, 2025.

JENNI FER HONN, RPR

Arizona Certified Reporter
No. 50885

| CERTIFY that GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC, has
conplied with the ethical obligations set forth in
ACIA 7-206(J)(1)( =~ T

e s

GLENNI E REPCORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
Ari zona Registered Firm
No. R1035

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ
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